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PLATE CXXXVI. 

BARRED WOODPECKER. 
Picus MINOR. (Linn.) 

The Barred Woodpecker is the smallest of the wood- 
peckers hitlierto found in Britain, and is not so rare as is 
generally supposed ; but owing to its small size, and the 
restless activity of its habits, it is easily hidden from view 
by the foliage of the trees amongst which it labours for 
its sustenance. Mr. Selby speaks of having met with this 
species in Hertfordshire, and Mr. Yairell gives us to 
understand that it is not uncommon in the vicinity of Lon- 
don ; we ourselves have met with it in Surrey amongst elm 
and beech trees, and not unfrequently hard at work on the 
mossy branches of an apple-tree. The habits and manners 
of this species resemble those of its family previously de- 
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scribed ; lie is very lively and nimble, running up and round 
tlie Btems of trees, and also on and along the under sides of 
the smallest horizontal branehes with great ease and celerity. 
When ascending the trunk of a tree he will at times run 
backwards down again, but he always descends with the 
head upwards. As an engineer, for escavating a hole for 
the purpose of his night's habitation, or for containing a 
nest for the reception of the eggs, he is surpassed by none 
of the larger Woodpeckers in ingenuity, skill, or persever- 
ance i and although he usually chooses the softest material 
that is to be found for his operations, yet he will not uncom- 
monly be discovered making his hole on the under surface of 
a horizontal forked branch of an old oak tree. 

Sometimes the Barred Woodpecker may be seen perched 
on the branch of a tree, like other birds of his family, 
grasping it with his toes, and if so he will be found to 
have hia legs closely drawn up to his body, probably for 
the purpose of balancing hiraself steadily. Among his own 
species, he is aa unsociable and jealous, and selfish, as 
regards his food and worldly possessions as the foregoing, 
and this accounts For the circumstance of his never being 
seen in company, except during the breeding season, 
and after tliat period with its offspring until the time ar- 
rives for them to be sent about their business. Tree 
creepers, titmice, and golden-crested wrens are frequently 
seen to follow in the wake of this woodpecker, althougb 
the latter takes no notice whatever of them. As the bird 
now spoken of is not at all shy or fearful of mankind, he 
may be readily approached sufficiently near for observation, 
nor does he fiy away for some time, but continues to hop 
for short distances. His flight resembles that of the spotted 
woodpecker in undulating progress, lowering his position 
in the air by drawing the wings close to the body, and rising 
again by flapping the wings in quick succession while thej 
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BABKED VOOSrKCKBB. 

Bre citeoded at Full length. Theni&ll note of tbe Uarred 
Woodpecker is an often -re{>cated, rallier flhrill, and long 
I drawn keek, keek, keek, keek ! This call he utten after 
I having Sown gome little dietance, but rarely wlen on the 
I wing % and during the pairing seoaon he sits on the top of 
I some tree frequently repeating his call, and gradually short- 
I ening its espressioo during the continuance of each strain. 

In the spring of the year the male of this species also vi- 

l-brates a branch of some tree in the manner before described, 

I «ld for the same purpose as the foregoing species, but owing 

I to its smaller size ho is obliged to beat a branch of leu 

rmagoitude, and consequently the sound produced is not so 

■loud. The restless and jealous habits of the species become 

Vvery apparent while the bird is in pursuit of his partner, or 

■ whilst driving away an intruder or rival, or while fighting 

■for his right to a chosen hole in a tree, during which times 

\ continual outcry is kept up. The Food of the Barred 

Woodpecker consiats entirely of insects, as nothing is found 

in its stomach either in summer or winter, but spiders, beetles, 

ants or their larva-. In pursuit of this food, he climbs up 

the trunks and amongst the branches of trees, preferring 

those of lesser size, owing to the bark of these being easier 

10 remove. Plum and apple trees contain many favourite 

msects of this bird, to which he is consequently a frequent 

Tisitor. The scent of this bird nearly approaches to that 

of musk. 

The Barred Woodpecker builds its nest in a hole in 
some tree, either an old habitation, or one mode by it for 
the occasion, at an elevation of from ten to sixty feet &om 
the ground. The hole is as perfectly round as if made 
by a carpenter, and not more than an inch and three quarters 
in diameter and six inches in depth. These birds fre- 
quently begin several holes and leave them unfinished, and 
■ jBometimes even complete more than the one they occupy. 
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probably the better to escape observation. Tlie eggs, five 
or aix in number, are deposited in the hole on a few splinters 
and shavings ; they are of the most delicate texture, of a pure 
white, with the yolk shining plainly through. After fourteen 
days' sitting, the parents are gladdened by tlie appearance of 
their young brood. 

This Wood|>ecker is an inhabitant of most parts of tbe 
middle and north of Europe, but rarely seen in tlie south, 
and is very rare in Holland, Wooded eountries are his 
choice, from necessity, not caring, however, what species of 
trees constitutes them. Like other woodpeckers, he is found 
in all parts of the before-named localities, but usually only 
seen alone, and is consequently considered, uncommon. 

The size of the Barred Woodpecker is about six inches 
in length, or more frequently some lines less, and in width 
he measures, from the tip of one wing to the other, twelve 
inches. The tail is constructed like that of the spotted 
woodpecker, but of course is smaller, in proportion to the 
size of the bird. 

The wings are ratlier pointed in front, but broad at the 
hinder parts; the first and second quills in the wings are 
short, the fourth and fifth the longest in the wings; the 
secondaries are very broad and rounded abruptly. 

The beak is small, weaker than that of the great spotted 
woodpecker, sharply ridged on the upper surface, and tri- 
angular, straight and chisel -pointed, measures seven lines 
in length, two lines and a half high, and three lines broad; 
lead coloured, black at the tip ; inside of the beak flesh 
coloured. The nostrils are oval shaped, placed in a groove, 
and covered with strong brown bristles, the tips of which 
are black. The chin is also covered with similar bristles. 
The iris of the young bird is chestnut, and in the adult bird 
blood red. The tongue of this species is fumif^hed with a 
long homy-pointed tip, armed with barbs, and supplied 
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BARRED WOODPECKER. 

;^ith a glutinous substance, and its length, when extended, 
ten lines beyond the tip of the beak. 

The legs of this species are small, and apparently weak ; 
the tarsi are feathered two-thirds of their length down the 
front, and the remaining part is coarsely scaled ; the toes 
are also scaled on the upper surface, and warty under- 
neath ; the claws are neither large, strong, nor sharp ; 
the legs and claws are lead coloured, with the tips of the 
cl£^ws black, and the soles of the feet yellow. The adult 
male has the forehead, regions of the eyes and mouth, brownish 
yellow ; from the forehead to the back of the head there is 
a beautiful space of carmine red, palish towards the forehead, 
and darker towards the nape; the sides are edged with 
black, which black is continued backwards, forming a 
triangular patch in the neck with the point downwards, 
and thus running into the black on the back. The back 
itself is white, barred across with black, and the rump 
and tail coverts are also black. A white streak runs over 
the eyes and along the temples, extending all over the 
sides of the neck. 

From the comer of the mouth commences a dark 
mustachio, scaled alternately with black and white, becom- 
ing all black as it proceeds, and endiug in a triangular 
black spot below the ears, the lower angle of which loses 
itself in dusky shaft streaks. All the under parts of this 
bird are white, tinged with wood brown, and the under 
tail-coverts are spotted with heart-shaped dusky mark- 
ings. The wings are black, although more dusky than 
the black of the head and back, and the square white 
markings on the outer webs of the quills form five or six 
white bars across the wings. The middle tail-feathers are 
entirely black, the next and the third have white markings 
on the tip ; the fourth is only black on the roots, with black 
streaks and tip on a white ground ; the fifth pair are all white 
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with five black bars, and the small outer feathers are black 
with one white spot near the tips ; the under parts of the tail 
are dull black and yellowish white. The wings below are 
greyish black with white bars ; and the under wing-coverts 
silky white, with a few oyal-shaped greyish black spots, and 
one deep black spot under the finger quill. The female 
wants the carmine coloured patch, the black is more rusty 
and less deep, and the white less pure. 

The egg figured No. 186 is that of the Barred 
Woodpecker. 
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PLATE CXXXVII. 

WRYNECK. 
YuNx TORQUiLLA. {Linn.) 

Thb Wryneck forms the link between the woodpeckers 
and the tree-creepers in bodily construction, manners, habits, 
and other respects. This bird is found in Europe, Asia, 
and Africa ; and in Europe has been met with in Greece, 
Italy, Spain, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and even 
in Lapland, but being migratory, iif only an inhabitant of 
the colder climes during the summer months. This is the 
only known European species, and it usually visits Britain 
in the spring, remaining with us until August, and it hat 
been observed that the males always arrive a few days before 
the females. It has many provincial names in England, 
such as the Snake Bird, (from the markings on the head and 
back, and the curious habit it has of twisting and turning 
its head and neck, as well as from the loud hissing made 
by it when disturbed in its retreat,) and the Cuckooes Mate, 
or Cuckooes Messenger, in consequence of its generally 
being the forerunner of the cuckoo, it being affirmed that 
the latter is never heard before the Wryneck, nor the 
Wryneck seldom more than a day or two before the cuckoo. 
The locality chosen by the Wryneck is a woody country, 
interspersed with meadows and hedge-rows, or underwood ; 



or an open country containJug inegulai and unconnected I 
groups of trees, such as occliards or plantations, particularly 
of willows ; and he prefers low moist lands before high and 
dry localities, so that in mountainous districts he is only seen 
in and about the valleys. He seemingly also prefers trees 
of a middle size to those that are more lofty, and may be 
frequently seen perched on the lower branches, but rarely 
on the uppermost boughs of a tree ; and as his food princi- 
pally consists of ants, which he takes from the ground, he 
is most usually found in low bushes or hedge-rows, or on 
the surface of the ground. The night is passed by the Wry- 
neck in some hole of a tree, for which purpose old pollard 
trees most readily furnish him with a lodging ; particularly 
as his beak is not formed with sufEcient strength to enable 
him to excavate a cavity for himself, and lie is therefore com- 
pelled to resort to the deserted hole of a woodpecker, or any 
chance hole that may present itself to supply his wants. 

The Wryneck is a very harmless and quiet bird, who never 
quarrels with his neighbours, and even the dispute between 
two male birds for the possession of a female is carried on 
by them in a few chasing flights, and a little calling out, 
which latter portion of the contest is followed up while the 
disputants are perched at a short distance from each other on 
separate branches in apparent passion, with the feathers of 
the head and throat much distended and raised ; they show 
little or no fear of man, and if surprised while on the ground, 
only fly to a short distance. When the Wryneck perches 
on a branch he always sits transversely thereon, neither does 
he run up the trunk, or along the horizontal branches of a 
tree iir the manner of the woodpeckers, but always progresses 
in a half-sideling posture, as if careful not to ruffle his tail- 
feathers ; and when he fastens himself upright against the 
stem of a tree, he never moves onwards in that position. 
Perched on a branch his posture is rather upright, but on 
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the ground he hops about with his knees^y much bent, 
and with long leaps, generally keeping t&ong long grass or 
weeds in pursuit of his food. 

At times the bird now before us moves its head and neck 
about in a very curious manner, &rst extending the head to 
a great length, and then moving it slowly from side to side, 
or turning it entirely round, and raising the feathen of the 
head and neck, and fiinning with its tail, all the while bowing 
its body slowly and gracefully, and at the same time making 
a gurgling or croaking noise like a irog ; and it is very 
remarkable that it is only the birds of mature age that 
perform this amusing feat, as the young birds have never 
been observed to do so. The Wryneck is rarely seen long 
together ,on the wing, owing to its habit of travelling only 
short distances from tree to tree, or fit>m bush to bush. Its 
call note, ctte, cue, cut^ cucy is frequently heard in the spring, 
as well as the sounds goodf good^ good^ much resembling 
the call of the hobby ; but when the Wrynecks have pro- 
duced a young brood this call ceases, and they only converse 
in short sentences, which may be exemplified by an abrupt 
expression of the word shick^ more or less frequently 
repeated according to circumstances, but in such a low and 
hoarse tone, that it is lost amongst the harmony of the 
numerous summer warblers whose songs are then so prevalent. 

When the Wryneck calls his mate in the spring of 
the year, he is observed to be perched either on some 
exposed dead branch, or some projecting leafless shoot of a 
tree ; and as soon as he has obtained a partner he only con- 
tinues his call in the morning, and shortly afterwards by 
degrees discontinues it altogether. The place chosen for 
the reproduction of the species is invariably a hole in a tree, 
and owing to the number 'of such holes made by stronger 
billed birds, there is no difficulty in finding a nest wherever 
there are trees, and more especially as the Wryneck is by no 
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nieanij particular in liis choice, as it appears to matter not 
whether the hole is four or five, or forty or fifty, feet from the 
ground ; or whether it is Jeep or shallow, wide or uarrow, 
provided it is only sufficiently capacious for the purpose ; and 
80 indifferent are the Wrynecks in the selection of a situation 
for their nest, that they fre(|uently place it by roadsides, 
or where passers by may readily discover the bird sitting 
on her eggs. 

When these birds have chosen a hole, they take possession 
of it by cleaning it out, and if the wood is soft from decay, 
they leave a few fresh splinters as a lining ; but if otherwise, 
they are satisfied with depositing their pure white polished 
eggs (usually from seven to ten in number) in the bare 
cavity without any lining, and after fourteen days the young 
birds make their appearance. The young remain in the nest 
until they arc fully fledged, and from the eircumstance of 
the parent birds never cleaning the nest, the stench therein 
becomes very great, indeed so much so, that the nest of 
these birds might readily be found by any person with their 
eyes sliut. The Wrynecks are so fond of their young, tliat 
it is a very easy matter to take the female, either whilst 
sitting on her eggs, or even after the young are hatched 
and fledged. The young birds are fed by their parents 
with ants' eggs, or the larva of other insects ; and if the 
former should become scarce, small green caterpillars fre- 
quently constitute part of their food. The food of the 
adult Wryneck consists chiefly also of anta and their larvie, 
but towards autumn they will occasionally feed on elder berries 
in small quantities ; and the manner in which they take the 
ants is by means of their long tongue, the tip of which is 
provided with a glutinous substance, to which the ants adhere, 
and are thus drawn into the bird's mouth ; the ante' eggs 
are taken up by one at a lime, after having been speared 
by the sharp homy point of the bird's tongne. The Wry- 
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BDeck chiefly takes tlie ants from the ground, or from oniongst 
M mass at the fool ot stem of a tree, but they du not run 
nqi the tree in piusuit of food after the manner of the 
BglKMHlpeckeTs, 

^ Wheo caged, the Wryneck will live on ants' eggs mixed 
Bpttti german paste ; but as few persons possess tuitable coa- 
■Rniencea for keeping these birds in confinement, it is only 
fi^per to observe that they will only live a short time if to 
peonGned, and as their song will not repay the care and trouble 
required in attending upon them, they arc more useful in 
their natural unconfined etate. 

The Wryneck measures from seven to seven ftnd a 
f inches in length ; the l)eak is small only measuring six 
length, three and a half lines in breadth at the 
I Ixtse, and two lines thick, being a little compressed at the 
sides. The colour of the be«k is raw amber, wiili the in- 
side more inclining to yellow and clearer. The noetiils 
[•re bean-shaped, and are placed close together in a soft skin 
nr the root of the beak, the comers of which latter, as 
U as the diin, being furnished with a few thin black brtatlos. 
Xhe iris is a bright yellowish brown in the adult bird, and 
reyish in the young ones. The tongue of the \Vryncck 
I like that of the woodpecker, terminating in a very elastic 
; down the throat, and tapering to a horny point for- 
, but the tip is without barbs, and thus differs in that 
" respect from the woodpeckers. The softer parts of the 
tongue are covered with a glutinous slimy substance, which 
serves the bird instead of the before-mentioned barbs, 
to enable it to secure its prey ; in length the tongue 
measures three inches, and is of an orange colour, the same 
^^ BS the swallow. The legs are rather stout, and they have 
^Hteo toes before, and two behind, the outer of which are 
^^Bonger than those of the woodpecker. The tarsi are bare 
^^Kf feathers from the knee, and are covered in front with 
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lurgc BcalcB ; the toes have smaller scales on llieir u]}\ieT 
surface, and the soles of the feet are rather flat, and warty; 
the claws are grooved beneath, compressed at the sides, 
and tcmiinate in very ehurp points. The tarsi mea- 
sure nine lines in length ; the outer front toe one inch, 
including tlie claw, which measures three lines; the inner 
front toe, including the claw of two lines and a half, 
measures six lines and a half; the outer hinder toe ten 
lines, including the claw of three lines in length; and the 
inner hinder toe five lines, including the claw of two lines. 
The colour of the legs and toes is raw umber, and that 
of the claws dusky. The feathers of the head about the 
nape are loose, and somewhat elongated, like those of the 
larks, so that the bird can erect them to form a sort of crest, 
The general colouring of the Wryneck is a graduated 
mixture of brown and grey, with waved crossings or trans- 
verse markings of pure black, and the disposition of these 
colours is as follows. The top of the head is grey, with 
very fine waved lines of black towards the tip of each of the 
feathers; the nape is the same, but less distinctly marked; 
from the back of the neck commences a row of black spots, 
which reaches down the bach, where it is broadest ; the 
lower part of the back, as far as the tail, is ash-coloured, 
finely marked with black lines and dots, with black shafts to 
the feathers, some of which arc ornamented with arrow-shaped 
markings ; about the shoulders the grey is strongly intermix- 
ed with brown, and covered with black arrow-head shaped 
spots, which are bordered with pale yellowish brown ; and on 
the feathers which lap over the wings is a row of the largest 
of these black spots, which is continued down the greater 
wing-coverts and tertials, and ends in a line with the dusky 
tips of the greater quill- feathers on each side of the back 
■when the wings are closed. The wings are entirely brown 
with black markings, as represented in the plate. From the 
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ejes down to the sides of the neck extends a brown band, 
also marked with black waved lines, over which runs a 
whitish band commencing from the beak and running over 
the eye. The cheeks and throat are yellow; the chin is 
white ; the breast and belly are yellowish white, and the 
under tail-coverts are pale rusty yellow, the tail-feathers are 
pale ash-coloured, transversely barred with five black bands, 
which are shaded with brown above and with white below ; 
but two of these bars are hidden by the upper tail-coverts. 

The male and female Wrynecks are so much alike, that 
unless a pair of these birds can be procured to compare to- 
gether they can scarcely be properly distinguished. The 
female is somewhat smaller than the male, and her colours 
are less bright. The egg figured No 137 is that of the 
Wryneck. 
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PLATE CXXXVIII. 

NUTHATCH. 

SiTTA EUROP«A. (Linn.) 

The Nuthatch of our isles is the only species knowa.' 
in Europe, and is met with from Norway to the Mediteivi 
ranean, and also in the northern parts of Asia, and is most 
plentifully distributed over the central districts of Europe, 
wherever there are forest trees. Here he remains during the 
summer months, but in winter lie quits the neighbourhood of 
the woods, and, driven by hunger from an unproductive 
locality, is generally to be found in orchards and gardens at 
that season of the year. It should appear also, that neither 
the severity of winter nor the great Leat of southern climes 
seem to agree with the Nuthatch, as he prefers a more tem- 
perate climate. The Nuthatch is not sociably inclined, hia 
only society being that of his mate or his young brood. He 
is never seen in tlie company of his species, and more than 
two of them are rarely found in a tree. During winter, and 
at the time of migration, these birds are to be met with in 
company of titmice of all descriptions, but in a flock of those- 
birds it is very unusual to see more than two or three Nut-. 
hatches. As soon as the pairing time returns these birds 
separate, and each proceeds to bis given task of love-making 
in his own way and manner, and at that period no more than 
two are to be found in any spot. The continual and pecu- 
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call of the Nulltatch readily makes liis ]>resence knoim at 
all times, it sounds like quit, ijuit, quit, quit, anil is in- 
cessantly and loudly repeated while he ia traversing a tree 
in all possible directions, and proves the restless activity of 
jthis busy-body. The apparent business of the Nutliatcli 
iring the day time lies in some old ctnd lofty oak or beech 
where he may be seen running rapidly about, either up 
down the trunk or branches, even to the very top ; and at 
'ht he takes up his abode in some hole, or in the hollow crown 
tl^ an old pollard ; but he is not often seen on tlte ground, 
under some old favourite tree in search of food. 
The general appearance of the Nuthatch is very neat, m 
is very careful to keep his feathers clean and in good con- 
,Jition ; and when he is either perched, or busied in bis 
lal occupation, he holds his head and back straight out 
line with hia beak, his legs are then necessarily much 
at the knees, and his feet drawn up close to hia body. 
'he Nuthatch surpasses all other birds in running up and 
the stems of trees, and he never balances himself bv 
le aid of his tail as the woodpeckers do, but carefully avoids 
ing it, and is therefore obliged to rely entirely upon the 
ipport derived from his long feet and sharp claws. The 
present species is uot shy, and may frequently be observed 
very closely in the spring of the year sitting on a branch of a 
tree calling to its mate. Its flight is quick, and owing to the 
alternate contraction and extension of the wings, is carried on 
in undulating lines whenever the bird flies to a distance, but 
in his flight from tree to tree only it is performed in str^ght 
lines with flapping »ings. 

The Nuthatch may be easUy tamed, as he will generally 
take food without reluctance, and in a cage made entirely of 
wire he is very amusing, but if the cage is of wood he will 
invariably damage it by his incessant hammering. When 
ilttroduced into an aviary he soon shows that he is likely to 
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produce more trouble thau proBt, for he is meddling: w'tl" 
everything; and if he can discover a flaw or crack in any 
part of the wood-work, he is gure to endeavour to do mischief, 
and indeed generally succeeds in his intentions. 

The food of the Nuthateli consists of insects and seeds, 
particularly acorns, nuts, hemp-seed, and sunflower, or in 
case of a deficiency of these, he will consume any kind of 
grain, aueh as barley or oats. Amongst the trees he is con- 
tinually in search of small beetles, earwigs, caterpillars, and 
the larva: of other insects, to obtain which he does not dig 
into or amongst the wood of the trees he Frequents, but he 
procures his supply from beneath the old bark, which he 
separates from the trees with his wedge-shaped beak, in 
which emplojTnent he may very often be discovered. As 
soon as the seeds are getting ripe, the Nuthatch proceeds in 
search of them, and during the winter they form his chie 
means of subsistence, and among these, nuts are his most 
favourite food, which he brings from the tree by one at a 
time, and inserts it in a rent or cleft of a branch, in which 
he fixes it firmly, and continues to hammer at it with his 
beak until he has broken the shell, after which he feeds 
upon the kernel piecemeal. The position in which the Nut- 
hatch places himself in order to strike, the nut with the 
greatest force is remarkable for the power of instinct which 
it exhibits. He commences by securing a firm footing on 
H branch a little above the place in which he has placed 
the nut, and then striking with a sideling motion, he brings 
his whole weight to bear upon and give additional force to 
the action of his bill upon the surface of the nutshell, and it 
is very seldom that the bird does not succeed in breaking I 
into it even if ever so hard. After the Nuthatch has satia- ' 
fied his immediate wants, he may be seen to procure, and 
lay up, a store for a future time of need, and he gives a les- 
son to mankind not to trust to one place of security in hoard- 
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iug treasure, as he takes care to provide several hiding-places 
for his purpose. In the month of March the Nuthatch be- 
gins to think of providing himself with a mate, and then re- 
tires to some wooded locality, when the male and female 
commence their arrangements for making their nest in some 
hole of a tree from twenty to sixty feet firom the ground. 
Having made choice of a cavity, they lessen the size of the 
aperture if it is too large, by plastering it up with clay, leav- 
ing only a sufficient opening to admit one of them at a time. 
The founc^tion of the nest within the cavity consists of a 
few dry oak or beech leaves, or the scales of fir cones, on 
which the female deposits eight or nine eggs (grayish-white, 
spotted with reddish-brown), &om which the young birds are 
produced after thirteen or fourteen days^ incubation. The 
Nuthatch breeds only once a year ; and the young are fed 
by their parents upon small caterpillars, until they leave the 
nest and are able to fly, after which they subsist on insect 
food. The Nuthatch very much resembles the kingfisher in 
shape, but is so very different in its plumage, that no mis- 
take of one for the other can possibly occur. In size it does 
not exceed the house-sparrow, being five inches and three- 
quartera in length. The beak measures about eight lines in 
length, three lines thick, by two lines and a half in height at 
the base ; it is of a very hard substance, and shaped very 
much like an awl, and sharp-pointed. The tip of the beak 
is dusky, the rest lead-coloured, but white at the root of the 
lower mandible : the inside of the beak is pearl-coloured, the 
swallow flesh-coloured, and there are some black bristling 
hairs about the gape and chin. The iris is of a bright chest- 
nut-colour. The legs and toes are covered with scales, and 
are of an umber colour; the tarsi measure nine lines in 
length, the middle toe measures ten lines, including three 
lines for the claw, and the hinder toe also is ten lines in 
length, of which the claw measures five lines round the 
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curve. The whole upper part of the bird is blueish ash-co- 
lour : a white band extends over the eyes ; and a bhick band 
commences at the nostrils, which, passing through the eyes, 
is continued over the temples, and prolonged down the sides 
of the neck : below the eyes and this bladk band every part 
is white, including the cheeks : the throat also is white, and 
the whole of the rest of the under parts are reddish rust- 
colour, which is deeper about the neck and sides of the breast. 
The thighs and under tail-coverts are fine burnt sienna, the 
tips of the latter feathers being clear white : the spurious 
wing-feather is black ; the largest has a white edge. The 
quill-feathers are cinereous dusky, the largest white at the 
roots. The two central tail-feathers are blueish-ash, the others 
are black, with blueish-ash-coloured tips on the outer webs ; 
the outer feathers have a white space between the black and 
the gray tip on the outer web, and a square patch of white 
on the inner web ; the next feather has some white also, but 
in a smaller degree, as have also the third and fourth feathers. 
There is no difference in the plumage of these birds between 
the male and the female. 

The egg numbered 138 is that of the Nuthatch. 
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PLATE CXXXIX. 

TREE CREEPER. 

CbRTHIA FAMILIARI8. (Ltltn.) 

The Tree Creeper, or Common Creeper, as it is more 
generally called, is a well-known species in Britain, is also 
found in abundance in most parts of central Europe ; and in 
Sweden, Norway, and Russia it is frequently met with 
during the summer months. This bird must be considered 
as migratory, arriying in March at the place where it breeds, 
and departing in September or October for more sheltered 
localities; although with us they remain throughout the 
year, wherever the locality salts them. They travel either 
by themselves or in pairs, and often in company with the 
titmice. 

The favourite locality of the Tree Creeper is a well 

wooded country, and all descriptions of trees seem equally 

suitable for it, whether pine, oak, elm, or willow, provided 

they have attained a large size, and such as may be called 

forest trees ; and, as rough-barked trees afford this bird most 

employment, the stem of an old oak is a proper place to 

look for it ; although the peculiar voice of the Tree Creeper 

will more readily inform us where it may be found, than to 

search for it from its appearance. The stem and larger 

branches of the tree are the most usual habitats of the Tree 

Creeper, as, from the generally smooth surface of the smaller 
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branches, the bird in question is rarely found to run upon 
them of its own accord ; nor is it frequently seen running 
about on the ground. The habits of the Tree Creeper are 
lively and nimble, perfectly harmless, quick in all its move- 
ments ; and although it shows no fear of mankind, it invaria- 
bly runs to the opposite side of the stem or branch to that 
on which it happens to be when approached, and not unfre- 
quently runs swiftly up the stem, and flies from thence un- 
seen to a neighbouring tree, thereby eluding the pursuit of 
the sportsman or bird-catcher. The sharp-pointed and 
greatly curved claws of the Tree Creeper enable the bird to 
run up the stems and along the horizontal branches of trees 
with incredible swiftness and security, and even to move ra- 
pidly on the under surface of such branches, after the man- 
ner of flies against a ceiling. Its progress consists in a series 
of sudden jerks, in which it is aided by its elastic spring- 
formed tail, which also serves the purpose of steadying it 
when at rest. Its head is generally carried in a straight line 
forwards, and at a suflicient elevation to enable the curved 
slender beak to be carried clear of any roughnesses in the 
bark of the tree. Like the woodpeckers, the Tree Creeper 
is unable to run with its head downwards along the stem of 
a tree or other object ; indeed, this seems to be the exclu- 
sive privilege of the nuthatch, which is the only bird known 
to do so with us. The flight of the Tree Creeper is simi- 
lar to that of the titmice, in undulating lines through the 
air ; but is much mortf rapid, to which its slender body and 
smooth feathering contribute very much. This bird does 
not fly to any great distance at a time, but travels from tree 
to tree, alighting at the foot of the tree, then running up 
the stem, and again shooting down from the top of one tree 
to the bottom of the next, and unerringly attaining its 
desired position, and thus continuing to employ itself until 
evening approaches, and the bird is obliged to look for a 
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hole in a tree, or the decayed crown of a polUrd, wherein to 
roost. It is very rarely that the Tree Creeper is to be found 
sitting or standing still, unless the bird has just met with 
food, and is in the act of enjoying its meal; or, if it is 
frightened, when it will follow the example of the golden- 
crested wren, and remain perfectly motionless for a time ; 
but at all other times of the day the bird is indefatigable in 
its exertions, and ever on the alert and active in its occu- 
pation. 

The note or call of the Tree Creeper is a very shrill 
sound, like the word tree, tree, often repeated ; and, 
from its exceeding sharpness, and the great rapidity with 
which it is pronounced, is excessively unpleasant and pain- 
ful to listen to, particularly in a room, if any one has 
the good fortune to obtain a whole brood of these birds, 
as was our own case. The restless nature of the Tree 
Creeper prevents its being often kept in confinement. The 
fledged nestlings are very much in their appearance like 
mice, and will hide themselves in any drapery they may 
meet with in a room; and therefore, if brought in doors, 
are frequently difficult to find if they are allowed the liberty 
of going where they please. 

The food of the Tree Creeper consists chiefly in insects 
and small seeds, the former of which the bird principally 
seeks for among the roughest bark of trees, and occasionally 
amongst decayed and cracked wood-work in old fences or 
buildings, its long slender beak being beautifully adapted for 
extracting its food from out of the cracks and fissures, which 
it swallows as soon as obtained. The smallest beetles seem 
to be a favourite morsel, as well as the larvse of butterflies and 
spiders. During winter the Tree Creeper comes into farm- 
yards and villages, in search of the insects that the rays of the 
sun may bring out of their hiding-places about noonday 
at that season. 
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Ahoot the montli of March the Tree Creepere resort to the 
iroo<le Tor the pur|)09e of breeding; aod, if they meet with 
willows of a large size, they are sure to select them as ft 
locality for tKeir nests. A Barrow slit or crack in the tree il 
generally the situation in which the nest is placed ; but wa 
have found a nest between two adjoining stems of a yew tree, 
which were growing up together, and another nest between 
two adjacent portions of wooden palings. In both instances 
the nest was very much compressed, as though it had by 
some chance been squeezed together. An old deserted liole 
of some titmouse is a welcome nursery, to which the Tree 
Creeper will return the following year ; but although they 
have generally two broods in the year, they are not known to- 
deposit their eggs in tlie same nest twice during th 
summer. The neat is composed of small dry roots and twigs, 
thin bark of trees, straw, and dry blades of grass, which axe' 
all interwoven with spiders' webs and the remains of th*' 
cocoons of caterpillars, and the inner lining is of the latter 
soft material, and feathers of various sizes: where there Is 
but little room, the feathers ore sometimes dispensed with 
but the bark of trees is always present, and is thus a charae>. 
teristic mark of distinction. 

At the first brood the female generally deposits from^ 
eight to nine eggs ; at the second, rarely ever more than foinrJ 
or five, which are hatched in thirteen days, both the male anii 
female bird sitting by turns on the eggs. 

The young brood is fed with small caterpillars ; and they 
remain in the nest until they are fully fledged, although it is 
long before the tail has completely attained to its full size, as , 
it grows much more slowly than the other feathers. If the-1 
young are disturbed, they crawl oiit of the nest up the tree ; 
but if they should fall to the ground, they run quickly 
amongst the grass and hide themselves, and are almost certain 
to make their escape. When they quit the nest at the 
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proper time, they are headed by the parent birds, who feed 
them constantly, and teach them the manner of obtaining 
their food, until they are able to shift for themselves. Where 
a person can have the opportunity of observing the happy 
little &mily under these latter drcumstances unseen, their 
actions are well worthy of watching. 

The Tree Creeper is one of the smallest of British birds, 
measuring, &om the tip of the beak to the extremity of the 
perfect full-grown tail, from five to five inches and a quarter. 
The beak is long, narrow, and slightly curved, very sharp- 
pointed, much compressed towards the tip, and sharply 
ridged on the upper mandible, which is also somewhat laiger 
than the under one. In colour the upper mandible and 
tip of the lower are dusky, the rest of a dull yellowish 
white. The length of the beak varies in old birds &om six 
lines and a half to ten lines, and at the root it is one line 
and a half broad, and the same in thickness. The nostril is a 
small slit in the fleshy part of the head at the upper base of 
the beak. The tongue is narrow and horny towards the tip, 
which seems divided into threads, and consequently is unfit 
for spearing insects. The iris is small, and of a clear brown 
colour. The legs and toes are well proportioned to the size 
of the bird; but the claws are very long and curved, of 
a pale yellowish brown tinged with pale flesh-red. The tarsi 
measure seven lines and a half; the middle toe without the 
claw five lines and a half ; the hinder toe is four lines long ; 
the claw of the former being about four lines in length, and 
of the latter from six to seven lines. 

The feathering is as follows : the spaces between the beak 
and the eyes are brownish ash-colour ; a white band runs over 
each eye, and terminates at the side of the nape in a white 
spot ; from the eye to the ear runs a dusky streak ; the 
cheeks, brownish ash spotted with white ; the top of the head, 
dull dusky, intermixed with ochre, yellow, and dull white drop- 
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shaped shaft streaks ; the entire back of the neck, back, and 
shoulders, the same, with larger spots; the rump, brownish-ash, 
tinged strongly with rust-colour. All the under parts, &om 
the pure white chin and throat, are pearl white, tinged with 
yellow about the sides and vent ; the under tail-coverts are 
reddish-yellow, with white tips to the feathers. The quill- 
feathers are dusky black, with i^ white tip to each, largest 
on the three last feathers, where they form a triangular 
spot ; from the fourth to the fifteenth quill-feather runs a 
yellowish-white band through the middle of each, thus 
forming a bar on the closed wings, which bar has marked 
angles, and seems closed in with black, as it is only when 
the wings are extended that the white band across them is 
perfect and straight. The larger wing-coverts are dusky, with 
triangular white spots at the tips of the feathers and outer 
webs, and these white tips are yellowish on their upper edges; 
the secondary wing-coverts and tertials are dusky, with white 
elongated or pointed spots; the tail-feathers are brownish- 
ash, yellowish towards the outer edges, and dusky along the 
pale brownish-yellow shafts. There is no apparent difference 
between the male and female in the feathering, or at least 
none that can be detected unless they are closely compared 
together. 

The egg figured 189 is that of the Tree Creeper. 
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HOOPOE. 

Upupa BPOP8. {Linn.) 

The Hoopoe is an occanonal visitor with us, and is 
one of those birds whose habits are solitary, and consequently 
it is not often seen, although it is generally known all over 
Europe, even as &r north as Lapland, but there only as a 
summer visitant, and is also found in some parts of Asia and 
AMca. About the be^nning of April the Hoopoes arrive, and 
spread over the greater part of Europe, where they remain to 
breed, and return again towards the 80uth,by very slow marches, 
about the middle of July. When the Hoopoes migrate, it is 
either singly or in pairs, unless the young brood follows close in 
the rear of their parents; and their joumejrs are performed in 
the night. It is said that a laige number of these birds are 
seen together in autumn in the south of Italy, where they ap- 
parently congregate for the purpose of crossing over to Africa, 
in flocks, for the winter. The locality chosen by the Hoopoe 
is a woody cultivated country, intersected by meadows and 
pastures, as these birds appear to covet the company of cattle. 
Whether the coimtry is hilly or flat, seems to be little regarded 
by them ; but they prefer moist land, and the vicinity of 
water, to dry barren soil. It appears to be immaterial to the 
Hoopoe what timber trees exist where he takes up his 
abode, provided there is a good intermixture of underwood 
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snd foliage, as, although it ie most frequently seen running 
about on the ground, its great timidity keeps it eloBe to 
bushes and trees, in which it can readily conceal itself. At 
night the bird now under consideration roosts on the branch 
of a tree amougst the thickest foliage, but rarely in a hole. 
The Hoopoe is the most timid bird imaginable, which may 
probably account for the rarity of its appearance : it is at all 
times, in its wild state, afraid of mankind ; and while on the 
ground, the shadow of a small bird flying over it invariably 
frightens it ; and when a hawk, or even a crow, sails over the 
bird, it wUl throw itself flat on the ground, with its wings and 
tail extended, so as to appear like a piece of cloth, or any- 
thing rather than a bird, and this ludicrous position ifl main- 
tained until the danger is past. 

The Hoopoe has a yery different appearance from any other 
bird of its size, owing to the crest on its head, which it 
mostly carries closed, this forming, with its long curved beak, 
something of the appearance of a pickaxe. When perched 
on a branch and calling to its mate, or when irritnted, its 
crest is raised, as also the feathers of its throat, and its 
beak is lowered ; and sometiraea when flying leisurely about, 
it may be observed to open and close its crest, after the 
manner of a lady playing with a fan. 

When on the ground the Hoopoe struts about in a very 
stately and consequential manner, nodding its head at every 
step ; and if the bird finds plenty of food, it may generally 
be seen about the same epot for several days together : this 
may probably account for its loitering habits when on a 
journey of migration. The Hoopoe seldom or never perches 
on a slight branch of a tree, but on such branches as are well 
covered with foliage. During the pairing season its perch is 
frequently the top of a tree, from whence the bird utters its 
harsh inharmonious call-note, tzyrr, Izyrr, or its amorous 
cry of hoop, hoop, from which latter it derives its name, 
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and whicb Las been compared to the barking of a small dog 
when heard at a distance. The bird appears to use great 
exertion in uttering its call-note, for it has its crest always 
erected, the feathers of its throat extended, and nods sharply 
and continuously with its head. 

On the arrival of the male bird at the place chosen for 
breeding, it commences its call, which it keeps up the whole 
of the day until it meets with a mate, after which it is heard 
less frequently, and is entirely discontinued about the end of 
July. 

The Hoopoe is yery easily tamed when young, and at- 
taches itself so much to its master or keeper that it will 
readily accompany him abroad, without any effort to escape 
by flying away. The greatest difficulty in presenring them 
during confinement arises from their beaks becoming too dry 
at the tip, and splitting in consequence, whereby the birds 
are starved, from their inability to take their food. The 
Hoopoe feeds principally on coleopterous insects, which it 
takes from the ground with its long slender beak. Wliere- 
ever any decayed animal or vegetable matter has lain on the 
surJbce, there it is busily employed in searching for and de- 
vouring the small beetles and maggots usually to be found in 
such places. The beak of the Hoopoe seems to be expressly 
formed for the purpose of drawing forth beetles and other 
insects from a depth of one or two inches in the ground, or 
from beneath heaps of manure in the fields, as the tip is 
homy, and for some length neither scooped nor tubed, and 
may consequently be forced into the ground with consider- 
able violence, without sustaining any injury thereby. The 
most likely place to find a brood of the Hoopoe is in a hole 
in a tree, though a hole in an old wall or rock, and some- 
times even the bare ground, is made use of for the purpose 
of incubation. The female deposits her four or five eggs on 
whatever substance she may find in the hole she has selected. 
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without any furtbcr preparation, unless a few dry roots or 
stalks of grass are easily to be jirocured ; or, when on tlie 
ground, they are laid on a few bents and cow-dung negli- 
gently heaped together. The eggs vary in colour from yel- 
low to greenish grey. 

The female sits full sixteen days on her eggs before they 
are hatched ; and when the young come forth they are irre- 
gularly covered with long gray down, and their beats are very 
short and straight : they grow very slowly, and remain in 
the nest until they are perfectly feathered ; then one after 
another creeps out of the neat, and either makes for the same 
branch or for the ground ; and when assembled they are 
watched over by their parents, who continue their care of them 
for a long time. 

The Hoopoe is from eleven to twelve inches in length, 
from the tip of the beak to the extremity of tlie tail ; 
and its width, when the wings are expanded, is from nineteen 
to twenty inches from tip to tip. The wing, from the carpus 
to the tip, measures sis inches and a half; and the tail, four 
inches. The first feather in the wing is very short ; the se- 
cond, third, and fourth, longer as they approach the fifth, 
wliich is the longest in the wing, the sixth being again shorter, 
and the next one also decreasing in length, the wing has a 
very rounded appearance : the next feathers in the wing are 
broader, and almost square at their tips. The ten tail-feathers 
are almost equal in breadth and length, with blunt squared 
tips, thereby giving the tail the appearance of having been 
cut off with a pair of scissors. The beak is fially two inches 
long, and is narrow, slightly curved, and lather broad at the 
base ; the tip is blunt and the ridges are both raised, and sharp, 
giving thus a triangular shape to both mandibles. The beak is 
only roofed or hollow where the short tongue lies ; and the rest 
of it is solid, — differing in this respect from the beaks of most 
other birds. At the base it is of a soiled fiesli-colour, towards 
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the middle reddish-ash, and ending in a dusky tint towards 
the tip. The nostrils, which are oyal and transparent, are 
close to the forehead, and partly covered by the feathering. 
The iris is dark brown. 

The legs are not large, but are strongly made : the tarsi 
are feathered in front above the knee and naked behind ; 
the space from the knee to the foot is short, and coarsely 
scaled,. as are also the upper surfaces of the toes ; the claws 
are remarkable for being almost spoon-shaped, grooved, and 
sharply edged. The colour of the legs is a blueish-gray, 
and the claws are horn-colour. 

On the top of the head the Hoopoe has two rows of 
elongated blunt-pointed feathers, the longest of which mea- 
sures as much as two inches on the crown, and shorten 
towards the nape and the forehead. These feathers are gene- 
rally laid flat, or down towards the back, but the bird has the 
power of raising them, so as to form a most beautiful crest, 
by means of two very strong muscles placed just under the 
skin of the head. These feathers, when raised, turn in their 
sockets in such a manner that the upper side of the webs 
appear to lie side by side of each other. The colour of the 
crest-feathers is a pale rusty yellow, which is darkest towards 
their edges : the tip of each of these feathers is black, which 
is divided by white from the yellow. The entire face of the 
bird is pale or faded rusty yellow, and is almost white at the 
chin and throat, where the feathers are broader and shaggy. 
The back of the head and neck are of the same colour, but 
rather paler, and tinged with red. On the breast the colour 
becomes more &ded, and loses itself finally in the white of 
the under parts. The cheeks and temples are tinged with ash- 
colour. On the lower part of the neck the rust-colour be- 
comes mixed with a purplish ash-colour ; and this extends over 
the back, and is terminated by a black band reaching across 
the back : below this another lesser black band separates it 
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from the pure white of the rump. The upper tail-coverts are 
quite black. The thighs are tinged with rust-colour, and 
dashed with more or less strongly marked shaft-streaks of a grey 
colour. The under tail-coyerts are white. The lesser wing- 
coverts are pale rust-coloured, with a tinge of brown ; and the 
laiger wing-coverts are black. The wings are barred with 
black and pale rust-coloured white : the quill-feathers have 
only one white band across them towards their tips. The 
tail is black, with a white crescent-shaped band. The male 
and female are nearly alike, but the crest of the latter is not 
quite so large. 

The egg figured 140 is that of the Hoopoe. 
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CUCKOO. 

CUCULVS CANOBUS. (Zrtltlt.) 

Thb Cuckoo is 80 well known to every one, that we need 
only to remark, that, besides visiting the British Isles, this 
bird is met with as far north as Norway, during the summer, 
in Europe. Asia, and many parts of Africa, are also enli- 
vened by its pleasing mellow call-note. The Cuckoo makes 
its appearance with us in the month of April, and is ge- 
nerally either the forerunner of summer weather, or travels 
hither with it. The male is generally a day or two in advance 
of the female. Their journey is performed during the night ; 
and they frequently return to take up their abode in the 
neighbourhood occupied by them in a former season. The 
locality usually chosen by the Cuckoo is wherever there are 
trees, without being at all particular as to the species, or of 
what age or size they may be. We have seen these birds 
most numerous where hedge-rows are very thick, and plen- 
tifully intermixed with forest or timber trees, about rich 
pasture land and in sheltered and secluded situations ; but 
more than one pair is rarely seen within the bounds of a 
certain district^ for though these birds will live peacefully 
as neighbours, yet they do not allow of trespassers on their 
hunting-grounds, and intruders are generally punished for 
their temerity. The Cuckoo is a wild and timid bird, very 



strong on tlie wing, but when on tbe ground apparently 
IiclpleBs and clumsy. It Uierefore suits tliis bird better to 
fly even a short distance, than to reach it by hopping on the 
ground. Its perch is generally on a strong branch of a tree, 
or occasionally on a post or gate in a field, from whence the 
Cuckoo can look out for its food or enemy. In case more 
than one pair of these birda are frightened, or started on the 
wing, they show their unsociability very mucli by not flying 
away together, like most other birds, but each pair separates 
from the rest and takes its own course, although the female 
Is never far behind the male, who is careful not to desert 
her. The flight of the Cuckoo resembles that of the spar- 
row-hawk ; it is scarcely so rapid as that of the pigeon ; 
but it excels in making short turns, or evolutions. 

The well-known pleasing call of the Cuckoo, in the spring 
of the year, stands in the place of the song of other birds, and 
helps to complete the concert of Nature. This call has furnish- 
ed the bird with its name, after the manner of the " sweeps," 
and " old clothes " men. When the bird is courting, and gets 
in ecstacies, it sometimes lengthens its call to cuckookoak, 
and this is frequently twice or three times repeated. In the 
pairing season, the Cuckoo begins its call soon after mid- 
night, and repeats it more than a hundred times in succession, 
without changing its perch ; after which it rests for a time, 
recommences, and then again rests, and thus continues until 
the morning light reminds the bird that the time has arrived 
for him to break his fast, and he then starts ofl' on the 
wing in search of food. These birds also call out while 
flying high in the air ; and they produce a sound like gwa, 
wa, wa, which is considered by some as an indication 
of the near approach of rainy weather ; but whether this 
opinion has any foundation in facts, we will not undertake 
to determine. The Cuckoo feeds on insects and their larvte, 
by choice, however, on hairy caterpillars in all stages, cock- 
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chafers, grasshoppers, butterBies, and moths ; and, like the 
hawks and owls, the Cuckoo casts up the indigestible parts 
of its food, in the usual form of pellets. Young birds may 
be brought up with raw meat when kept in confinement, 
although they are not worthy of the great trouble they occa- 
sion. The &ct that the Cuckoo does not build a nest for 
itself, and that several small birds that feed upon insects are 
made to hatch its eggs and to bring up its young, is suffi- 
ciently established. 

How the female cuckoo manages to deposit her egg in the 
nest of another bird has not been satisfactorily described : so 
much, however, is known, that the female goes singly about 
this business, without her mate being near ; but whether 
this is for the purpose of watching her opportunity, or for 
going more stealthily about her designs, is still an unanswer- 
ed question. The number of eggs deposited by the Cuckoo 
during the season varies from four to six ; but these are laid 
at such distant intervals, that some may be found in May, and 
others as late as July. It is insisted on by some persons, that 
the Cuckoo sucks the eggs of other birds ; and to strengthen 
this assertion, they state that they shot a Cuckoo that was ac- 
tually in the act of carrjring off an egg ; the most probable ex- 
planation of which is, that the female Cuckoo was carrying her 
own egg, which she had laid on the grouud, to the nest of 
some other bird; and although no one has hitherto been 
able to detect the whole of the proceedings of the Cuckoo, 
it is possil^y by these means that her egg is smuggled into 
the warbler's nest. The egg of the Cuckoo is very small in 
comparison to those of other birds of its size ; but the reason 
for this is obvious, and it must be considered as a beautiful 
provision of nature. The egg of this bird is readily dis- 
tinguished from all others by the black specks and scratches 
on its surface. It is very wonderfiil that small birds of 
divers kinds should be so far imposed upon, as to spend their 
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time and affection upon such a disproportionately large and 
unsightly thing as a young Cuckoo : we haye watched them, 
however, and have ascertained the fisicts, even with a mature 
yellow bunting and a young Cuckoo in a cage, as described 
by us at page 50, vol. iii. of this work. 

The Cuckoo measures, from the tip of its beak to the extre- 
mity of the tail, thirteen inches and a half; the wing, from the 
carpus to the tip, measures eight inches and three-quarters ; the 
tail, six inches and three-quarters ; the beak, ten lines ; and 
the tarsi, ten lines and a half. The iris, Vomers of the mouth, 
and legs are full yellow or pale orange ; the eye-lids are of . 
remarkable beauty, being so transparent, that, when closed, 
the colours of the pupil and iris can be distinctly seen. The 
head and all the upper parts are blueish-ash coloured; 
the throat and forepart of the neck and breast, the same. 
The quills and tail are dusky ; the inner webs of the 
quill-feathers are beautifully barred with oblong pure 
white spots, from the root of the feathers to within an 
inch and a half of their tips. The rump is blueish-ash 
coloured, which colour also extends over part of the outer 
edges of the webs of the middle tail-feathers. The tail- 
feathers are spotted with white along their shafts, and the 
tips of them are all white. The under parts are all white, 
barred transversely with dusky. The under tail-coverts are 
tinged with yellowish rust-colour. The bill is dusky yellow 
at the base, the inside is orange. The young bird is brown 
all over, the upper parts barred with red, brown, and white ; 
the under part sare dirty white barred with black ; the quill- 
feathers are spotted with red brown, and the tail the same. 
The iris of the young bird is dusky. 

The egg figured 141 is that of the Cuckoo. 
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AMERICAN CUCKOO. 

CUCULUS AMEBICANU8. (Ltltll.) 

The American Cuckoo is one of those rare occasional 
visitants, which ranks amongst British birds in consequence 
of its having been found in a wild state in this country in 
two or three instances ; but there is no record of its breeding 
in Great Britain. North America is the native country of 
the bird now before us ; and for as much of its history as we 
are now enabled to give, we are indebted to the American 
ornithologists. The American Cuckoo differs in some of its 
habits from our well-known summer visitor, figured in the 
preceding Number, and chiefly in building a nest and hatch- 
ing its young like other birds. The nest, which is said to 
be generally placed in the forked branch of some middle- 
sized tree, is constructed of roots, and lined with wool. The 
eggs are three or four in number, of an even bluish- green 
colour, as represented in our plate ; and we are indebted to 
Mr. Yarrell for the opportunity of enabling us to figure the 
egg of this bird from his collection. The drawing of the 
bird we made &om a specimen in the British Museum. The 
head and all the upper parts of the American Cuckoo, includ- 
ing the two middle tail-feathers, are brown ; but the texture 
of the feathers is so silky, that, according to the light in 
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which the bird is viewed, reflections of either gr^y* green, 
or rufous are thrown upon the plumage, and it becomes in 
consequence a difficult task to represent the bird correctly in 
a coloured print or drawing, or even accurately to describe it. 
The head and back have a tbge of grey ; the wings and 
middle tail-feathers incline to an olive colour ; the rest of 
the tail-feathers are black with a white tip, and the whole 
of the under parts are white. The legs and feet are black. 
The iris, golden yellow. The upper mandible of the beak 
is black, with a yellow edge near the gape ; the under mandi- 
ble is ochre-yellow, with a black tip. The length of the 
American Cuckoo is eleven inches and a half. 

The food of this bird consists chiefly of caterpillars and 
other insects, and their larvae. 

The egg figured 142 is that of the American Cuckoo. 
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WOOD PIGEON. 

GOLUMBA PALUMBUS. (jLtltft.) 

Thb Wood Pigeon, being the largest bird of its family, 
stands first in rank, and is a species generally well known : 
it is found very generally distributed over Europe and Asia, 
does not appear higher north than the Arctic Circle, but ex- 
tends beyond the southern boundaries of Europe, spreading 
oyer the northern coast of Africa. In the northern parts of 
Europe and Asia the Wood Pigeon is a migratory bird, and 
large flocks of them arrive from thence to this country in the 
autumn, most of which remain with us until milder weathei 
induces them to return to their native countries. The chosen 
locality of the Wood Pigeon is, as its name indicates, a 
well wooded country, and by preference where fir trees abound, 
as they are particularly fond of the seed of the fir cones : 
acorns and beech nuts also form a considerable portion of 
their food ; and as soon as the com is cut and carried, the 
Wood Pigeons may be found in great numbers in the stub- 
ble fields, as also in ripe clover, pea, and bean fields, where 
they seek their support. 

It appears to be immaterial to the Wood Pigeon whether 
the locality is hilly or flat, provided there are lofty trees at 
hand, and that they are found in large groups, or surrounded 
by thick underwood. 



The Wood Pigeon ie a very shy bird, and difficult to 
approach. The best way to obtain an opportunity of shoot- 
ing them IB to lie in wait for them, thoroughly concealed by 
hedges or bushes. During the greater part of the day this 
bird perches on the upper branchea of lofly trees, amongBt 
the thickest foliage, pluming itself or resting. When on the 
wing it flies with great swiftness, and generally at a consi- 
derable height in the air, unless the wind is very strong. 
Its Toosting-place is also on the branch of a lofty tree, but is 
usually so much hidden by the foliage, that it is rarely to be 
discovered, unless it is started on the wing. The Wood 
Pigeon runs about on the ground with an easy and graceful 
gait, nodding its head at every step : its body then takes a 
horizontal direction, and its tad is kept clear of the ground 
without any elFort for thai purpose on the part of the bird. 
On the slightest appearance of danger, or on the approach of 
mankind, the Wood Pigeon stretches out its neck, and takes 
wing. When this bird flies without being afraid, its flight is 
rather slow and almost heavy, but under other circumstances 
it shoots through the air with wonderful velocity, by means 
of very regular and rapid strokes of the wings. 

The Wood Pigeon is considered by some persons to 
be less sociable than others of its family; but in this 
opinion we do not altogether agree, for of no other species 
of pigeons do we at any time see such numbers congre- 
gated together in the winter ; and we are in the habit of 
seeing several Wood Pigeons daily, walking about a stubble 
field of one of our neighbours, in company with twenty or 
thirty tame pigeons. It is also well known that several 
pairs of Wood Pigeons are frequently found associating 
together, and bringing up their young in company, and 
we believe that no animosity has ever been known to 
exist between them. 
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Early in the spring, the male bird may be heard at sun- 
rise, sitting perched on some &yourite branch, generally be- 
side its mate, when both haying plumed themselves, they 
shortly afterwards commence their flight to a distance in 
search of food ; several pairs that have roosted together in 
the same wood, and frequently in the same large tree, being 
seen to follow each other at short distances, and flying in 
such a manner as to make it appear as if they required a 
greater space to extend their wings than other birds. 

If the habits of the Wood Pigeon are accurately ob- 
served, it will be seen that it leads a very regular life, and 
that it divides the day after the following manner. From 
six till nine in the morning, the time is occupied in 
searching for food. About ten o^clock the whole party returns 
home, and may be heard calling their hoo hoo^ cooy coo 
hoo. At eleven the calling ceases, and the party is again 
off in search of drink, and probably also to bathe, as we know 
them particularly to delight in the latter exercise. From 
twelve to two is again set apart for a season of resting, after 
which they go to feed until five ; then return to their 
wood, where they repeat their concert until seven, when, after 
having taken some more water, they retire to roost. 

We believe, that unless these birds are disturbed in their 
usual resting-places, or are driven to greater distances than 
usual in search of food, our account will be found to be very 
nearly correct, and, as such, may be useftil in affording a hint 
to the sportsman, where and when he may obtain a better 
chance of getting a shot at a Wood Pigeon, than by watching 
for him for hours under a hedge or tree. The flesh of the 
Wood Pigeon is as well flavoured as that of any bird that is 
brought to table, and there is generally good picking on one 
that is in good condition. The food of the Wood Pigeon con- 
sists, as already stated, of the seeds of the fir, acorns, beech 
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mast, and, we may add, all sorts of grain, graas seeds, peas, 
beans, and wild berries. This bird is also very fond of the 
small grain-like roots of the KanunculuB ficaria, which is fouod 
in great abundance in the ozier-grouDds on the banks of the 
TliameB, where great niinibere of these Pigeons are killed by 
the fishermen and others. 

Many attempts liavc been made to domesticate the Wood 
Pigeon, but usually without success. That they are, however, 
capable of forming a personal attachment with man, wc have 
proved by the following facts. In the year T8S6 wc had a 
pair of youug Wood Pigeons brought to us, which we kept in 
an aviary with many other birds : the male bird died at an 
early age, but the female is, we believe, still (184(i) alive. 
In the spring of 1839 we presented this female Wood Pigeon, 
with some other birds, to the Zoological Society in the Re- 
gent's Park in London; and in the summer of 1841, when 
visiting the gardens there, as soon as wc came to the aviary 
which contained the pigeons, our old acquaintance came to 
the place where we were standing, and evidently seemed 
pleased to see us. While in our own possession, the bird in 
question used to pcrcb on our head or shoulder to be caressed, 
whenever we entered the aviary in our ganlcn in which she 
was kept. 

In confinement the Wood Pigeon will live very well on 
tares, peas, barley, or wheat ; but, unless for the purpose 
of making ornithological observations, it is scarcely worth 
the trouble attending them to keep these birds caged. 
The Wood Pigeon builds its nest in the top branch of some 
lofty tree ; the flat forked surface of the branch of a fir or 
pine affording a Favourite support for the nest; and more than i 
one nest is frequently found in the same tree. The nestj 
is an irregular loose stack of twigs and small branches, ' 
fiat, scarcely round in form, and the materials so thinly place 
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thai the eggs may be seen ihrouf^ the bottom of it from Um I 
foot of the tree. As soon as the nest is complcletl, the fe- j 
male deposits her two white eggs thereon, and in ciglitcen 
days Uie young are produced, after the male and female binU 
have jointly eat on tlieni by rigular tarns ; it being a curious 
fact, that the male bird eits upon the eggs regularly from 
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about the iipt. The Uil-fiBathen ne bniadly tipped with 
duAj theiebj finnuDg m bioad band. The crop is of m 
piifjdiih Wolet, tinged with m pale Uoom like that of the 
grvpe ; and this colour loses itself in the bdl j. The female 
resembles the male. 

The egg Ggaied 148 is that of the Wood Pigeon. 
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STOCK DOVE. 

COLUMBA (BNA8. (Z#tll1l.) 

The Stock Dove is distributed til over Europe, is very 
plentiful in the forests of Norway, Sweden, and Finland, 
and as fisur north as trees are found to grow to any size. 
There is little doubt that this bird is equally plentiful in 
Asia and part of Africa ; but, owing to the unaccountable 
confusion that has existed in respect of the Stock and Rock 
Doves until very recently, travellers have generally mistaken 
one species for the other, and have mixed up their histories 
together. The name of the Stock Dove is also improper, 
for the Stock, or domesticated pigeon, has sprung from what 
is generally called the rock dove ; but, in order to settle 
the question amicably, and to prevent farther confusion, we 
have here considered it best to retain the name by which 
this species is most usually known. 

It has not been yet ascertained where the Stock Doves pass 
the winter, for after the month of November they are no longer 
to be met with in England, nor in any part of Europe. That 
they travel southward is evident, from the &ct that they arrive 
late in the autumn in the islands of the Mediterranean and 
Egypt, and early in the spring again first show themselves in 
the same countries, and afterwards spread themselves all over 
Europe. Woods and forests are chief, indeed, we may 



say, the only liaunts of Lhe Block Dove. In open districts 
it is never seen except (luring tlie period of its migrations. 
Flat or hilly countries, provided ibere are abundance oF 
trees, are equally found to be inliabited ; but rocky and barren 
mountains these birds seem to avoid at all times. Tbe 
localities generally chosen arc the outskirts of woods, 
where ailtivatcd , fields and meadows abound, and where 
trees of all kinds arc intermixed, such as oaks, beech, wild 
fruit trees ; or where there are pine or fir plantations on 
hilly ground, where the underwood does not grow. In the 
choice made by the Stock Doves of a locality suitable for a 
permanent residence during their stay with us, it is essentially 
necessary that some trees should have holes in them ; and so 
requisite does this appear lo be, that these birds will prefer 
an orchard close to human habitations, to any more retired 
spot where those advantages are wanting. Old decayed 
apple or pear trees, with stout dead upper branches, are 
frequently ornamented or tenanted by the Stock Dove, 
who seemingly delight in perching upon them ; but, owing 
to the formation of the feet of all our pigeons, they are unable 
to grasp slender boughs. When the Stock Dove perches 
on the branch of a tree, it is only for the purpose of resting 
or of avoiding an enemy, as its food is obtained on the 
ground. 

The Stock Dove is a very active bird, not so hurried in its 
movements as the wood pigeon, but far more nimble. When 
perched, it carries its body in o more upright position. On 
the ground it is more alert, and runs with the same stateli- 
ness on a laige branch as on the ground, and generally nods 
its head at every step. This bird is very cleanly, and 
careful of its plumage ; and it forms a very pretty object 
when seen at sunrise, perched on a top branch pluming 
itself; and when thus engaged, it may be fancied from time to 
lime to be surveying the surrounding country, without changing 
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its posture. When on the wing the Stock Dove k by far 

more quick in its movements than the wood pigeon ; and on 

taking flight it claps its wings together once or twice ; and 

when in the act of alighting on a tree, the repetition of this 

clapping sounds very like the ringing of a small silver bclK 

so that when there are many of these birds congregated 

together the noise occasioned by them is very considerable. 

When this bird is pursued by a hawk, it is wonderful to 

observe the rapidity of its evolutions, and the swiftness 

with which it shoots through the thickest masses of branches 

of trees without coming in contact with any of them. The 

Stock Dove is more sociable in its habits than the woo<l 

pigeon, for it not only flies about in company with many 

of its species, but also breeds in the immediate neighbourhood 

of its associates, and is never seen to quarrel with other 

birds. These birds are also much attached to each other, 

and if one of a pair is missing, the other will seek incessantly 

for its mate. It has been reported that the Stock Dove 

will intermix with tame pigeons ; but, from the circumstance 

of the Stock and Rock Doves having been so frequently 

mistaken one for the other, the assertion cannot be received 

with any degree of certainty. 

The habits of the Stock Dove are not quite so regular 
as those of the wood pigeon, it being more restless, and 
not accustomed to sit still so long at a time ; and whilst 
the female bird is sitting on her eggs, the male very fre- 
quently comes to look after her. 

When the Stock Dove is startled or displeased, it utters 
the word hoo^ and about the breeding season its call extends 
to hurcoo in a higher tone. During his period of courtship, 
the male sits bowing to his mate, repeating coo^oo-oo coo- 
oa-oo, and this generally occurs in the morning. The 
nestlings pipe like the young of tame pigeons. 

There is no difficulty in taming Stock Doves, but they 
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wilt require to be fed at first by cmnming. The food of the 
Stock Dove in a state of nnture consists of grain of all descrip- 
tions, seeds of vegetables as well as of trees, and also wild 
berries ; but wheat, buck-wheat, rape and hemp seeds are its 
favourite food, and the quantity consumed at a meal is very 
considerable. 

The Stock Dove resorts in the spring of the year to those 
forests or orchards wherein old trees are found with decayed 
trunks or branches, or where woodpeckers have excavated 
many large holes, for it is only in a hole ia a tree that this 
bird deposits her eggs : it appears to be of no consequence 
at what elevation the hole ia found, whether four or five feet 
from the ground, or forty or fifty ; and if a pair of Stock 
Doves have made choice of a hole for the current season, 
or have had possession of il in the preceding year, and intend 
again to occupy it, they will niake their claim to it good, 
and defend it resolutely by snapping at any intruders, or 
beating them off with their wings. Having made choice of an 
excavation, the birds lay a foundation within it of dry 
sticks of any kind, or even of dead leaves for want of 
other materials, the size and shape of the nest depending 
upon the size of the hole, but it is generally constructed 
very carelessly. The number of eggs deposited does not 
vary from the usual quantity, namely two of the size and 
colour represented in our plate. When the birds have sat 
on their eggs for seventeen days, they begin to look for the ap- 
pearance of the young pair. These, after both parents have 
attentively supplied them with food For four weeks, are ready to 
come ont of their nest, and in a few days more are taught to 
shift for themselves, about which time the parents are making 
preparation for a second brood, but never in the same hole. 
The birds of a year old have generally two broods, and tlie 
older birds three broods, during the summer. It is well 
known that pigeons do not appear muck to regret the 1< 
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of their yonng, and soon foiget them; but the Stock Dove 
is so careful of its eggs, that the male or female may at 
any time be taken off their eggSj with any ordinary caution. 

The accurate description of the size, and of the colouring 
of the plumage of the Stock Dove, becomes a very interesting 
subject, as bearing upon the decision of the disputed question 
of the origin of our domestic pigeons, or rather as it at once 
decides the question. The entire length of the bird now 
represented in our plate is about thirteen inches from the 
tip of the beak to the extremity of the tail. Its beak is 
rather longer, in comparison with the size of the bird, than 
that of the former species, but its colour is at all ages 
lighter than that of the rock dove. It is chocolate- 
coloured with a white tip when young, reddish with a yellow 
tip in middle age, and in adult birds it is yellow, with the 
base blood-red. The Itiside of the beak is yellow ; the tongue 
and swallow, whitish. The eyelids are bluish flesh-coloured ; 
the iris dark red-brown. The legs are feathered half way 
down in front, the remainder and the toes being covered with 
scales of a blood-red colour : the soles and sides of the toes 
are whitish ; the claws dusky. The head and neck of the 
adult male are slate-coloured, the lower parts of the neck 
reflecting metallic colours. The shoulders and back are slate- 
coloured, and the lower parts of the back, the rump, and the 
upper tail-coverts are also of the same slate-colour. The crop 
is tinged with a beautiful blue grape hue, and is followed 
over the under parts by a paler slate-colour than that of 
the upper feathering. The wing-coverts are slate-coloured, 
as well as the wings, on which latter is a row of black 
blotches, which take the place of the two rows or bands of 
black on the wing of the rock dove. The spurious wing 
and quill feathers are dusky ; and the tail has a black band 
at its extremity. 

The egg figured 144 is that of the Stock Dove. 
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ROCK DOVE. 

COLUHBA LIVIA. 

The Rock Dove is an iDhabitant of most parts of 
Europe, and we find it on the rocky coasts of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland ; and in the inland districts it frequents 
old ruins or towers. It is very numerous along the coasts of 
the Mediterranean, as also in the north of Africa and in 
Persia. It is said that the Rock Dove is a summer visitant 
only in the northern parts of Europe, but we apprehend 
that the migration of these birds depends as much upon the 
circumstance of their food becoming scarce, as upon the 
change in the climate. According to some authors the 
shelves of the rocks in the Orkney Islands are covered with 
these birds during the winter months ; and throughout 
Europe the pigeon-house of a &rm-yard is as well stocked 
in winter as in summer ; and the tame or dove-cot pigeons 
are no other than domesticated Rock Doves, which, if they 
were so tender as to be unable to bear the cold of winter, 
would never have become so generally domesticated as they 
are found to be. It is wonderful how the infinite number of 
varieties of tame pigeons have been produced from one species : 
diversity of food, and different habits, arising out of captivity, 
may contribute greatly towards the multiplication of varieties ; 
but however much we may admire the various evolutions of 
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the " tumbler,*" or the fidelity and perseverance of the 
*' carrier,'*'' their acquisition of all these distinguishing charac- 
ters is not to be easily explained or accounted for. 

In the present history, which is that of the Rock Dove 
in its natural or wild state, we must remark that we have 
met with them in the summer or breeding time only in our 
county (Surrey). A pair of them is frequently to be seen 
in Cardinal Wolsey'^s Tower at Esher Place, and also in 
the observatory at Claremont Park, which verifies the state- 
ment of their frequenting towers, and ruins of old brick build- 
ings. 

The chosen locality of the Rock Dove is a rocky sea- 
coast; and these birds, finding shelter and food at all times 
in this their safe retreat, only occasionally travel inland: to 
breed in some tower or other building. The Rock Dove 
is never seen perched on the branch of a tree, in which it. 
differs from all the other species : it nevertheless prefers ft 
lofty perch, from whence it can survey the surrounding coun- 
try, and choose a feeding-ground, for which purpose a 
stubble field, or one containing a green crop of some 
kind, is generally selected, or occasionally the banks of a 
river or the sea-shore. The Rock Dove roosts in a hole 
of some sort, but not amongst the branches or foliage of trees ; 
and sometimes a single bird of this species may be found to roost 
on the ground in an open field, and in this situation an early 
sportsman may get a chance shot at one of them. 

In its flight the Rock Dove is among the quickest of birds ; 
and when it is either pursued by a hawk, or startled by the 
approach of other danger, it is remarkable to see with what 
velocity they will shoot through the air, with very quick 
short strokes of the wings, accompanied by the sound 
produced by their strong pinions. But when the bird only 
descends, or flies in search of food, it strikes the air more 
leisurely and with longer strokes ; but at all times the sound 
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gwee^ gwecy gwee is plainly produced. In fine weather, 
and chiefly in the spring of the year, the Rock Dove circles 
in the air ; and when in the act of alighting the wings are 
mostly seen to be raised high above the body, and the quill - 
feathers are beaten loudly together, producing the noise so 
well known in the vicinity of a pigeon-house. 

Although this bird is very partial to high situations, it is 
nevertheless obliged to descend to obtain its food ; and when 
on the ground it runs very tolerably, although an occasional 
flutter of the wings is resorted to as an assistance, if addi- 
tional speed in this situation is required. The Rock Dove 
is a very clean bird, and its feathers are mostly in perfect 
Older, and in unruffled condition. Its peaceable disposition 
towards other birds heightens its character still more ; and 
although these birds, like all other creatures, have some 
private family disputes, yet they live on the whole very 
amicably together. Their differences seem principally to 
arise from a disputed right of possession to some particular 
spot to breed in, one bird often appearing desirous of obtain- 
ing a situation already occupied, and if the present possessor 
does not yield immediately, the parties begin beating each 
other with their wings, and the quarrel frequently lasts a 
long time before it is arranged. During the search for food, 
even when the birds in question appear to be suffering from 
liunger, no jealousy or selfishness is shewn towards each other. 

It is reported that the Rock Dove is not shy ; but it 
is a well known fact, that these birds, when disturbed 
oftenelr than once in a day, generally leave the neighbourhood, 
and retire to those situations where they are not easily to be 
followed by man. One of the peculiarities of the Rock 
Dove is its sociability with its own species, for, whether in a 
wild state or domesticated, this pigeon is found in company 
in flocks of either large or small numbers, but never alone, 
unless some misfortune has befallen a single bird; and 
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all accounts speak of hundreds and even thousands of Rock 
Doves congregating together by the rocks along some sea- 
coasts. 

The Rock Dove has no song, but a cooing vocabulary, 
which is much in use during the pairing season ; and its 
courting appears to be such a regular and premeditated 
matter of business, that it is very amusing to the beholder. 
The male bird walks up to his chosen bride, with great dignity 
in his manner and his head carried very high ; he then bows 
most profoundly to her, all the time turning round in circles 
and half-circles, with a drooping and outspread tail. During 
this courtship the low rumbling sound which constitutes its 
note is continually repeated, in expressing which the body is 
inclined horizontally, so that the beak almost touches the 
ground, and on raising himself again he takes a step forward ; 
but the advances of the ardent lover are not always met with 
complacency, the little mate frequently bestowing upon him 
a slap with her raised wing. 

The food of the Rock Dove consists of grain of almost 
all descriptions, and seeds, of which it goes in daily pur- 
suit about the fields, and which is preferred in a ripe state, 
and consumed as soon as obtained. But oats and rye do not 
agree with their constitution at all times, nor do the Rock 
Doves feed on these last-mentioned grains, if any others 
are within their reach. During the season of the year at 
which grain, seeds, peas, &c., are standing on the ground, 
the Rock Doves feed on them in large companies : but when 
these several cultivated productions are housed, the birds in 
question resort to seeds of wild plants that grow in woods, 
by road sides, and in the crevices of rocks. It has not come 
to our notice that the Rock Doves ever feed on worms, but 
small snail shells and maggots have been found in their 
Btomachs, to which, from some cause or other, they had 
been compelled to resort when their usual food had become 
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scarce. These birds are in the habit of swallowing sand fur 
the purpose of assisting their digestion, and where they in- 
habit any old brick building, it will be found that the lime 
with which the bricks are cemented together is pecked in 
holes, the Rock Dove being particularly fond of the small 
fragments of this mortar. During the time of year when food 
is plentifiil, the Rock Doves fly at regular hours, and 
to very great distances from home to feed ; but when the 
season of scarcity has set in, they are compelled to labour 
the whole of the day in search of whatever they can find. 
The Rock Dove drinks often, and is very particular to have 
pore water, which it sucks down by inserting its beak in the 
water, and swallowing a sufficient quantity at one draught. 
The bird is also fond of bathing itself, and equally so of 
rolling in, and sprinkling itself with dust, as common fowls 
are seen to do. 

In its habits of nidification, the Rock Dove differs 
very materially from the stock dove, for the present 
species breeds in families in one and the same cave 
or grotto by the sea-side, whereas the stock dove never 
allows a neighbour to enter the hole in which its nest is 
placed. In the hole or cave where the Rock Dove builds, 
several nests are frequently found at small distances only 
EEom each other ; and on the shelves of the rocks such num- 
bers of these birds are perched together, that they are in 
danger of pushing each other off. It is reported that the 
Rock Dove breeds also in the holes of the Pyramids of Egypt ; 
and they also sometimes make use of deserted burrows of 
rabbits for the same purpose, in situations where more suit- 
able localities are not to be met with : this is recorded 
by Pennant to be the case on the coast of Suffolk. 

In the spring of the year the Rock Dove looks out 
for n mate, whom he courts after the fashion before men- 
tioned ; and when the female bows assent, their loves seem 
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to take place ; and the pair, when once united, remain con- 
stant to each other for life. 

The nest of the Rock Dove is a very flat and loose struc- 
ture, or heap of stalks and small sticks, on which the female 
deposits generally two white eggs, and sits from sixteen to 
eighteen days upon them, alternately with the male, before 
the young, which are ugly and blind, appear. Every night 
the male bird sits on the edge of the nest, or very near to it, 
for the purpose of guarding his mate from danger, and from 
tlie intrusion of her neighbours. The young birds leave the 
nest in about four weeks from the time of hatching, and are 
fed for some time by the parent birds with half-digested food 
out of their crops. Soon after the young birds can fly they 
learn to take care of themselves, and they keep up their 
piping note for a length of time after they have left the nest. 

That pigeons have been domesticated for many ages is 
a well known fact, inasmuch as the Jews slaughtered great 
numbers of them in the Temple at Jerusalem, and feasted 
upon them. On the Mount of Olives was a spot called the 
Pigeon Rock, on which stood a pigeon-house, where upwards 
of five thousand birds were kept. The simile used by Isaiah, 
also, (Ix. 85) describing the return of the Israelites to their 
own land, appears to refer to domesticated pigeons. He says, 
" Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as the doves to their 
windows ?''' 

The Rock Dove measures, from the tip of the beak to the 
extremity of the tail, from thirteen inches to thirteen inches 
and a half; the wing, from the carpus to the tip, nine inches 
and a half; and the tail, about four inches and a half. The 
beak, which is black, measures nine lines and a half; and, 
from being very much compressed about the middle, both 
in height and width, it causes the tip to appear swollen. 
About the root of the upper mandible is a fleshy substance, 
having the appearance of dough ; and the nostril is a long 
oval slit. 
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The iris is a rich ruby-colour, the eyelids arc re^ldisli. 
The legs and feet are blood-red, and lai^ly scaled in 
front of the tarsi and on the upper surface of the toes. 
The general colouring of the feathers is slate-blue, with 
the exception of the rump, which is white, and thus difTers 
in that respect at all times from the stock dove. About the 
lower part of the neck and upper part of the breast the Rock 
Dove has a metallic lustre on the feathers, which varies from 
green to purple according to the light in which it is seen. 
The general slate colour is darkest about the head, neck, and 
breast, as also the upper tail coverts, and lightest on the 
wings. Two black bars, which stand about three quarters of 
an inch apart, are produced on the wings, by a black spot on 
each feather of the larger wing coverts, forming one band ; 
and the other by the black on the shaft feathers of the 
tertials. The quill feathers are cinereous dusky. The 
tail feathers are slate coloured, with a broad dusky band 
across the tip ; the basal half of the outer tail feather is 
white. The male and female are very much alike in colour- 
ing, but the latter is generally the smallest in size, and its 
colouring is less clear. 

The egg figured 145 is that of the Rock Dove. 
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PLATE CXLVI. 

TURTLE DOVE. 

COLUMBA TURTUR. 

The Turtle Dove is very generally distributed over most 
parts of the known world, with the exception of the more 
northern countries, being found in Europe, Asia, Africa, 
the East Indies, China, Japan, and the islands in the South 
Seas. This bird, being migratory, is found only during mild 
weather in some of the northern countries ; and being also a 
tender bird, its arrival takes place later than that of the 
other pigeons, and its departure for the south earlier. Their 
stay with us is generally from the latter end of April until 
the end of August. 

The Turtle Dove differs from other pigeons in respect of 
jts attachment to its mate, as the males arrive some time 
before the females, and they only pair for a season. 

The chosen locality of the Turtle Dove is a woody coun- 
try, without caring whether it is hilly or flat ; but they appear 
to avoid very mountainous parts, probably from the absence 
there of well sheltered woods. Woods by the banks of 
rivers, interspersed with fields and meadows, are their favour- 
ite haunts, for both the seeds of the pine and those that are 
found in the fields equally tend to supply their wants. The 
Turtle Dove seems to be more nearly allied to the wood 
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pigeon than to either the rock or stock dove, for it frequcnU 
the haunts of the wood pigeon more generally than those of 
either of the others, only differing from them in inhabiting 
trees of smaller dimensions. At night it roosts on a strong 
branch of a tree among the thickest foliage. 

The Turtle Dove is a very beautiful bird ; its feathers are 
very smooth, and its movements exceedingly graceful ; but we 
must differ in our description of its character from that which 
is generally received. It is usually supposed, and reported to 
be, loving, kind, and patient ; such qualities are indeed fre- 
quently displayed towards their several mates, but towards 
other birds, when caged together, the Turtle Dove shows 
itself spiteful and quarrelsome in the extreme, pursuing and 
persecuting them incessantly ; and so bold is it, thut it will 
molest and harass in this manner birds much its superiors in 
size and strength, the wood pigeon more particularly. 

When the Turtle Dove is perched on a branch of a tree, 
it sits with its body horizontally placed, as if walking on the 
ground ; and when it is on the ground, it runs quickly 
and lightly, nodding its head at every step. Its flight is 
very quick and graceful. When the Turtle Dove first arrives, 
in the spring of the year, it is not shy, and may be easily 
shot ; but after the pairing season the bird becomes wary, 
and towards autumn very shy and cautious, or, as has often 
been said, it becomes careful. Although these birds are bad 
neighbours to those of other species, they are considered 
sociable with their own, for they feed together in the fields, 
and during their autumnal migration they travel in com- 
panies. The call of the Turtle Dove is sufficiently well 
known, so as not to require any lengthened description ; it 
sounds like the words turr, turr^ more or less frequently 
repeated, according to circumstances, for the more excited 
the bird is, the oftener does he repeat his cry, and some- 
times, as it were, in one breath. 
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It is a very easy matter to keep Turtle Doves in confine- 
ment ; and they become very tame, and generally very care- 
less, from which circumstance they not un&equently come to 
an untimely end by being trodden to death. 

The favourite food of the Turtle Dove is the seeds of 
the fir, and, like the wood pigeon, this bird frequents those 
woods in which a plentiful supply of this seed is to be found ; 
and as it frequently happens that different woods produce 
a larger crop in one year than in others, so the Turtle 
Doves are more or less numerous in certain localities in 
certain years, according as their supplies of food are more or 
less abundant. The bird in question always seeks for the 
above mentioned seeds on the ground ; and the reason for 
this proceeding probably is, that the beak of this pigeon 
not being very strong, nor suitable to open the unripe fir 
cones, it in consequence pursues its search on the ground, 
where the ripened and naturally opened cones, and their 
seeds, are to be founcj. The Turtle Dove also feeds on 
grain and seeds of all sorts of vegetables, whether cultivated 
or in a wild state, and seeds of many weeds that grow in 
the hedges, in ditches, or in fields ; and on dissection of 
the stomach, small stones, shells, and sand are found, as 
well as portions of old mortar. The Turtle Dove breeds in 
woods of every variety of extent, and in nearly all sorts of 
trees ; but one thing is very essential to its comfort, namely, 
a supply of fresh water in the shape of a natural spring, a 
river, or a brook, for the bird in question is very fond 
of bathing, and drinks frequently. In woods distant from 
clear water, or where there are only muddy swamps and bogs, 
the Turtle Dove never breeds. 

Shortly after the arrival of the male Turtle Dove in the 
spring, when he has located himself, and made choice of 
a mate, the pair of birds look out for a tree wherein to 
place their nest, which is generally an oak or birch of 
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liom thirty to forty feet high ; and in this tree, at a dis- 
tance of ten or twenty feet from the ground, tlie nest is 
placed on a small branch, well hidden amongst the foliage. 
The nest itself is composed of a handful of thin dried 
branches, taken off the trees near the one where the nest is 
situated, and heaped one upon another, in such a loose and 
shapeless manner, that the eggs may plainly be seen through 
it About the middle of May the female deposits her two 
white eggs, which are hatched after sixteen or seventeen days^ 
incubation. The young are at first covered with a yellow 
down, and, owing to the thickness of their beaks, have for 
atme time a very unsightly appearance. They usually sit 
side by side in the nest, awaiting the arrival of their parents 
with food ; and if the weather should be raw and cold, the 
female will keep them warm both night and day. They 
shift for themselves soon after leaving the nest, and the 
parents make arrangements for a second brood ; and a third 
brood is frequently produced by the same binls during the 
summer. 

The Turtle Dove is the smallest of our pigeons, and is 
consequently easily distinguished when on the wing from 
either of the foregoing species. In length this bird measures 
from twelve inches to twelve inches and a half; and the 
wmgs, from the carpus to the tip, seven inches and a quarter. 
The tail has a rounded appearance, owing to the outer 
feathers being half an inch shorter than the middle ones. 
The beak is small, weak, and straight, much compressed 
about the middle, and the tip is of a hard substance : it is 
nine lines in length, black in colour, reddish about the base, 
with a white dusky appearance about the nostrils. The inside 
of the beak and the tongue are flesh-red. The nostrils are 
narrow slits. The eyelids are lilac, and the region about 
them is naked, warty, and of a carmine-red, more coloured 
in the male than in the female, and not to be seen in the 
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young birds. The iris is a verj bright red, being brightened 
in appearance by the colour approaching to golden-yellow . 
as it joins the pupil. The young birds have the iris dusky 
until they are half a year old, when it becomes by degrees 
yellow and orange. The legs and feet are red, and scaled ; 
the soles are raw umber coloured, and the claws dusky horn- 
colour. The top of the head, the back of the neck, the 
rump, the greater wing coverts, and part of the lesser wing- 
coverts against the ridge of the wings, are a blueish lilac, and 
this colour is also tinged or spread about the flanks, extending 
over the the upper tail coverts. The sides of the face are 
ochre yellow, beautifully blended in the lake colour that 
spreads over the breast. The back and middle tail feathers 
are burnt umber, with which colour the feathers of the upper 
tail coverts are edged. The secondaries and quill-feathers 
are dusky. Three of the tail feathers right and left of the 
middle feathers are black with white tips ; and the outer fea- 
thers are white. On the sides of the neck there are some 
scaled black feathers with white tips, and these are surrounded 
by a beautiful tinge of cobalt blue. 

The egg figured 146 is that of the Turtle Dove. 
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PLATE CXLVII. 

PASSENGER PIGEON. 

COLUMBA MIOBATOBIA. 

The Passenger Pigeon has obtained a place in the British 
Fauna, in consequence of its liaving been found once in 
Britain ; and we are indebted to Dr. Fleming for the notice 
of this solitary instance of its appearance. According to 
this gentleman, in his '' History of British Animals,*^ a 
specimen was shot on the 81st of December, 1825, in the 
parish of Monymeal, in Fifeshire. 

We are indebted to American ornithologists for the his- 
tory of these birds ; and, as M. Temminck gives a general 
compilation of the different statements relating to them, we 
present our readers with the following translation of his 
account: — "When we consider the habits of this species, 
particularly in respect of its wandering propensities, and its 
existence in all the northern parts of America, even those 
nearest the north pole, it is not surprising that some stragglers 
should be found from time to time within the limits of 
Europe, and that they should have been captured in our 
northern countries, to which they have been driven by gales 
of wind. Several specimens are cited as having been taken 
in England, Norway, and Russia, the most recent of which 
took place in December, 1825, in Fifeshire, in Great Bri- 
tain. Its range extends from the Gulf of Mexico over the 
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United States to Canada, and as far as Hudson^'s and 
Raffin^s Hays. Its principal food consists of the nuts of the 
red beech. They live in companies, often of many thou- 
sands, their numbers covering a space of many miles in 
extent ; and their place of repose is marked by the devasta- 
tion they occasion amongst the trees. They breed in such 
large companies, that from sixty to a hundred nests are placed 
in a single tree. The nests are composed of small sticks, and 
appear to contain only a single white egg each.^ 

Our plate is taken from a specimen in the Zoological 
Gardens, in the Regent^s Park, London, and represents the 
male bird in adult plumage. All the upper parts, from the 
head to the tip of the tail, are blueish ash-coloured. The tips 
of the tertials and quill- feathers are dusky. Some of the 
feathers on the wing-coverts are marked with a black spot on 
the outer web of the feather. The bastard wing, and the 
greater coverts of the primaries, are black. The two middle 
tail feathers are black, and much elongated ; the next are 
grey, and shorter as they approach the outer feathers, which 
are white on the outer webs and tips. The tail feathers 
being white at their base, with a black spot, produce a fine 
boundary to the white under tail coverts: the upper tail- 
coverts are very much lengthened. On the sides of the neck 
this pigeon has the usual markings or metallic scaled fea- 
thers common to its family, which joins the very lovely 
salmon colour of the throat, neck, sides, and breast ; and 
this salmon colour decreases in intensity as it descends, and 
fades off in the white of the belly. The flanks have a tinge 
of grey. The beak is black ; the iris fire coloured ; and 
the legs are between lake and carmine red. 

While finishing the history of the Passenger Pigeon, we 
learn that in the beginning of April, 1843, three birds 
of this species were seen in the woods of Littleton Com- 
mon, in Middlesex. They appeared from their plumage 
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to be two of them males, and the other a female. Wlim 
first seen they were flying at a great height ; ami eniniii;; 
down they brushed over the copse wood and ali>:lited «>ii 
the branch of a tree, where thev were for some lime dis- 
tinctly visible to two observers, who being well anjuaintcd 
with this species, had leisure to observe their lengtluMu-d and 
elegant tails, and the peculiar colour of their pliuiini:t'. 
When they took wing, tlieir voices resembled that of tin* 
Pheasant more than of the Pigeon tribe. 
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PHEASANT. 

PHASIANU8 C0LCHICU8. 

The Pheasant, although now a well-known bird all over 
Europe, was originally from the East, introduced through the 
luxury attendant upon civilization. It was brought first into 
the south of Europe by way of Greece, and afterwards follow- 
ed the routes of the conquering Romans. The story goes, 
that the Argonauts met with these beautiful birds in great 
numbers along the banks of the river Phasis or Fasso, on 
their route to Colchis, from whence they fetched the golden 
fleece ; from this circumstance are derived its generic and 
trivial names. 

The true habitat of the Pheasant is the warmer part of 
Aria, from the borders of the Black Sea to China, and 
from Tartary to Persia and the East Indies. 

The beautiful plumage and the fine flavour of its flesh 
have been the joint inducements for introducing the species 
wherever it has been practicable. The luxury of this game 
bird is very dearly bought, by the everlasting jealousy of 
its possessor, and the great inducement to the neighbours 
of all classes to get a shot at one of them whenever they 
stray beyond the limits of a preserve. We are not com- 
petent to give an opinion on the subject of game laws, but 
the Pheasant is so easily multiplied, and the bird so capable 
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of being all but domesticated, that, if fair play were 
given to them, and keepers were not constantly kept for 
the sole and sordid purpose of driving all straggling birds 
into cover, after having been kept by the industrious fer- 
mer until a few days before the shooting season commences, 
there would be more birds than necessary for every one, 
and the market might be supplied with them, without 
the daily strifes of poachers and keepers. We have been 
told that the greatest plunderers of game preserves are, 
in many cases, the keepers ; and during our pursuits in 
studying British Birds in a natural state, we have obtained 
so much information respecting the nature and tricks of 
keepers, that it will only require leisure to write a volume 
on the subject, for the benefit of their employers. Many 
a new species of the smaller birds (summer visitants) will 
be added to the list of British Birds, as soon as some 
few gentlemen will permit ornithologists to go unmolested 
about their private preserves, and allow them to kill now 
and then a specimen ; but while at every turn the naturalist 
meets with a keeper to warn him oiF, he will be expected 
to write about what he has not seen. Information is looked 
for in former works, and many are the blunders that are pe^ 
petuated without an end . 

The Pheasant lives on the ground, among long grass, 
fern, underwood, and corn ; it runs among them and hides 
itself very cleverly, in which thorn bushes and thistles aid 
it greatly. At night the Pheasant roosts in trees about ten 
to twenty feet from the ground : in some few instances a 
bird may be found on the ground, when strayed far from 
home, or in very windy weather. The flight of the Phea- 
sant is heavy, but, owing to its strong wings, quick and 
accompanied by a considerable noise, particularly on its tak- 
ing wing. When the Pheasant lowers itself, in flying from 
a tree to the ground, it steadies its wings and sails in the 
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manner of the partridge. When Pheasants are accnstomed 
to be fed by keepers, they come eagerly to the call which 
announces to them the presence of their food ; but by being 
always chased by dogs, and fired at, when they take wing, 
by sportsmen, the birds in question become shy and ncr- 
Tous. The smallest object in motion startles the hen Phea- 
sant firom the nest, but, when real danger is at hand, she 
remains as if lifeless upon it. A Pheasant sneaks or runs 
among long grass with a wonderiul swiftness, and the distance 
it thereby keeps from a sportsman in pursuit of a bird thus 
ciicomstanced, after having been put up once, is very re- 
markable. A Pheasant is a helpless bird in some instances, 
as in flood time on the banks of rivers : it has been known 
that a bird of this species will rather run farther into the 
danger than try to get out of it, and awaits its fate with 
patient stupidity, without the least attempt to extricate 
itself. 

Although the Pheasant thrives very well in Britain, 
yet, its natural and original climate being much warmer, 
sharp frost and snow of some continuance destroy many of 
them, as their food is hid by the snow, and the birds die 
from starvation. It is consequently very advisable that 
game-keepers should carefully feed the Pheasants, and keep 
them supplied with water, several times during each day in 
very frosty weather ; and, if possible, construct warm hiding- 
places for these birds, for which purpose dry fern branches, 
laid on light sprigs of dry wood, form the most accept- 
able and natural covering, to which the birds are most likely 
to run for shelter ; and, in order to entice them to such a 
place, a continued train of raisins will lead them to it as 
soon as anything. Where such precautions are not taken, 
the chances are much against their preservation in severe 
winters. 

In the spring of the year the cock Pheasant struts 
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about in search of the hen birds, and now and then its hoarse 
crow or croak is heard, which resembles that of the half- 
grown domestic cock. The hen bird is very silent, and only 
utters the word iahee when startled on the wing. The young 
cock Pheasants crow in autumn early in the morning or late 
at night, which occasions the death of them very frequently, 
as they are sure to be found out by the experienced sports- 
man. 

The favourite haunt of Pheasants is copse-wood, inter- 
mixed with large trees ; and long thick grasses and ferns are 
very requisite for their shelter during the day. If such 
a copse-wood is surrounded by well-cultivated, rich land, Uie 
binls will thrive and multiply very fast. The food of the 
Pheasant consists in corn, seeds of almost all kinds, green 
vegetables, worms, insects, according to the season of the 
year, and berries of almost every sort, except those of the night- 
shade. The seeds of the sun-flower and buck-wheat are 
among the most prized ; and, as before mentioned, raisins as 
well as grapes. If the Pheasant finds its way into a kitchen- 
garden, the hearts of the best cabbages, carrots, turnips, and 
potatoes, and in the summer season fruits of all kinds, are its 
prey; but, in consequence of the scratching of the Pheasant iB 
search of many nice morsels, it is soon evident to the gar- 
dener, who visits his grounds, the knowledge of which leads 
inevitably to final results. 

It is an easy matter to keep Pheasants in confinement and 
in good condition, provided the food given them is of a better 
and more varied kind than what common poultry are fed 
upon. The variety of food these birds feed on in a wild 
state renders it an easy matter to supply this want ; but be it 
well understood, that whatever they are fed with must be of 
the best kind, or the birds will soon become poor and out of 
condition. The aviary or yard must also be kept dry, and 
be as well supplied with sand as with clean water. 
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About the end of March the cock Pheasant begins to call 
his mates together, by whom he is soon surrounded : i\\v 
number of them varies from six to nine, and with them Ik* 
wanders about in a certain district ; and at night the lu'ii 
birds roost in the same tree, or in a tree close bv the cock. 
When the weather is pleasant and mild, the hen begins to 
by as early as the month of May, and continues tliis for 
four, five, or six weeks. When the hen Pheasant wants to 
lay, she looks for a quiet place among long grasses, corn, 
clover, and bent, or by the side of a dry ditch, and in such 
a situation prefers a hollow spot, to which she carries sonu* 
dry roots, stalks, and hay, but gives herself little trouble in 
CQnstracting a nest, for she only lays them loosely one upon 
another, and then deposits generally every other day one L*gi^^ 
until she has laid from eight to twelve or fourteen : she sits 
from twenty-four to twenty-six days, and four-and- twenty 
hours on the young brood, after they are hatched, in order to 
dry them thoroughly. From this moment the young brood 
abandon the nest for ever, and are fed by their parent with 
ants' eggs. The young are so very tender, that they cannot 
bear even the moisture of a heavy dew on the ground ; and 
nuny weather is, in this stage of their existence, frequently 
&tal to them. In about a fortnight the young begin to show 
their wings and tail from under the down ; and when they are 
as big as quails, they follow the mother, fluttering along the 
surface of the ground on their little wings : when half grown 
they begin to roost on the same tree with the parent bird. 
When there is any danger approaching, the parent gives a 
slight call, and every bird instantly crouches flat on the 
ground, where it remains perfectly still until the danger is 
past. The male bird never takes any care about the hen, 
nest, eggs, or young brood, in which he resembles the com- 
mon domesticated fowbs. The young male Pheasants are 
the first to separate themselves from the family when they 
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are full grown, but the heoB remain with the mother even 
till the spring of the next year, at which time all ties are 
dissolved. 

The adult male Pheasant measures from the tip of the 
beak to the extremity of the tail about thirty-six inches, and 
the female twenty-six inches. Bill pale yellowish horn-colour ; 
irides yellow ; sides of the head bare, granulated, crimson, 
minutely speckled with black. This part is considerably 
brighter and more conspicuous in the spring. The splendid 
tints of green, blue, and violet metallic reflections cannot 
be described. The tail has eighteen feathers, the middle 
feathers the longest, and the outer ones the shortest. Legs 
and feet strongly scaled, and furnished with spurs about 
three-fourths of an inch long. 

The entire colouring of the male bird is a rich chestnut 
brown, transversely barred with metallic black on the under 
parts, and finely pencilled and varied above with black and 
white, green, violet, and brown. The quills are reddish dusky, 
like those of partridges. The ben bird is very plainly attired 
in a light brown garb, with markings of dusky all over the 
plumage ; the beak is dusky brown, and the iris dusky. 

The egg figured 148 is that of the Pheasant. 
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PLATE CXLIX, 

COCK OP THE WOOD. 

TETRAO UROOALLU8. 

The Cock of the Wood inhabits the northern parts 
of Europe and Asia, Norway, Sweden, and Russia, as far 
north as Siberia. Its &vourite residence is in forests, but 
where trees become stunted by the cold climate this bird 
cannot exist. In the Highlands of Scotland, the Cock of 
the Wood used to be found in a natural state, and at 
present these birds hare been re-introduced by one or two 
loblemen who have large estates, and where the timber 
covers part of some mountains. The wooded valleys afford 
the birds shelter and quiet. 

In Prussia, Poland, Hungaria, many parts of Switzerland, 
and the Jura Mountains, it is pretty common : in France it 
occurs but seldom, and never in Holland. 

The Cock of the Wood is a permanent resident in the 
places before named, but severe weather will induce it at 
times to travel southward, although not far, and only to the 
neighbouring forests. In the Hartz mountains the hen birds 
of the present species are frequently seen, although they are 
not known to breed there, and thus far they may be consi- 
dered to migrate. Pine and fir trees, intermixed with large 
oaks and beech, must constitute the forest chosen by the 
Cock of the Wood ; and water, either in the shape of springs 
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or bogs, and also meadows, are required : besides all this, 
very full and thick underwood for hiding-places must not be 
wanting. During the winter season, the Cock of the Wood 
passes most of its time in trees, where it has to look then 
principally for its food; but in the summer, the ground 
being plentifully supplied with all sorts of berries and other 
kinds of food, the bird passes the day at least among the 
brambles and heather, and returns at sunset to a strong 
branch of a tree for the purpose of roosting. 

The manners of the Cock of the Wood are particularly 
dull and heavy, although the hen bird is much more active 
than the male bird. Its walk resembles that of the turkey, 
carrying the body horizontally, the tail drooping, and the 
head projecting forward with a long neck; but in case of need 
the bird can run fast enough. 

The flight of the bird now before us is apparently per- 
formed with great exertion ; the wings are moved or beaten 
very quickly, and the noise thereby occasioned is very loud. 
Great distances it does not travel on the wing by choice. 

The Cock of the Wood is a very shy bird, and its sharp 
sight, as well as quick ear, aid it greatly for safety. The 
male bird is more shy than the female, and less frequently 
surprised. The female, if overtaken when with her young ones, 
follows the manner of the hen pheasant, in crouching flat to 
the ground with her brood, until danger comes too near, and 
then they all run out, and fly away together : under such 
circumstances the whole party fly straight away to some tree, 
where they perch on the lower branches, but do not allow 
men to approach them so near a second time. 

The male bird is very unsociable, and, like the cock 
pheasant, roves about by himself until the spring of the year, 
when he goes in search of his mates for a few weeks, and 
returns again to his solitude, leaving the females to take 
care of their nests, eggs, and broods. The young cock birds 
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absent themselves very sood, but the hens remain with the 
parent bird until the next spring. 

. The call-note of the hen bird is best expressed by the 
word cahcj cahc, and serves equally to call the young birds, 
as well as to inform the male where the hens are stationed. 
The note of the male Cock of the Wood, that is heard in the 
spring of the year, during the pairing season, is so very 
extraordinary, that it can hardly be described, unless the 
reader translate a long history into imaginary action, and 
thus we will attempt to give an account of it. The first note 
18 as if two walking-sticks are knocked together ; and this blow 
is saccessively repeated with increased speed, until the bird 
finishes it with what is called the master stroke or blow : 
upon this follows immediately a noise as if sharpening a 
scythe, and ends finally in a long-drawn note of the last- 
mentioned description. While the bird produces this noise, it 
ruffles all the feathers of the head and neck, and fans out its 
tail, twirling it about ; and becomes so agitated, that it 
evidently turns a deaf ear to all around ; and sportsmen, who 
are acquainted with this, make their approach during this 
exhibition, and easily shoot the bird out of the tree. 

Some adult male birds have laid aside all fear of men, 
and been known to attack them most courageously. 

The food of the Capercailzie, or Cock of the Wood, 
consists in the long leaves of the fir and pine trees, buds 
of inany forest trees, and many sorts of green herbs, berries, 
and insects ; they are also fond of com. Water is drunk 
frequently by this bird. The great difference that exists 
in the size, . plumage, and habits of the male and female, 
exists also in regard of their food, for the female seems 
to require much more tender morsels than the male, and 
consequently her flesh is by far preferable to that of the 
male bird : young cocks, while they remain with the parent 
bird, and feed with her, are equally good for the table. 
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The old males, owing to the fibres, roots, and leaves of 
the pine and fir trees which they consume, obtain the full 
flavour of turpeotine, and besides that their meat is coarse. 
The hen birds feed more on seeds and grain, insects and 
berries of all sorts. 

About the beginning of May the hen bird seeks a place 
for the deposit of her eggs, among long grasses, thick 
bushes of brambles and heather : there she scratches a 
place, and carries to it a few leaves and grasses, and lays from 
eight to twelve eggs, on which she sits about four weeks 
with the greatest care and patience. If any danger approaches 
she will run off, but not to any great distance, and return as 
soon as practicable. As soon as the young brood are suffi- 
ciently dry, tliey run out of the nest after the mother, who 
takes the greatest care of them, and feeds them with ants' 
eggs and insects of various kinds. 

The entire length of the Cock of the Wood is two 
feet nine inches ; the beak is full two inches long, and 
very strong; the upper mandible projects considerably 
over the under, not only in length but width also, being 
thereby enabled to cut hard substances with it : its 
colour is pale yellowish. The iris is hazel. Over the 
eye is a red skin. The head and throat are dusky ; the neck 
ia ash-eolour, finely marked with black ; the breast is rich 
dark green; the rest of the under parts black, and white 
about the thighs and vent ; the wing-coverts and scapulars 
dark brown, finely pencilled with black ; greater quill-feathers 
dusky. The lower part of the back, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts ash-coloured, marked with black. The tail is black, 
and consists of eighteen feathers. The legs are covered with 
dusky brown loose feathers ; claws dusky. The female 
differs very much in size and colouring : the head, neck, and 
back are barred with tawny, red, and black j the throat lavmy 
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red ; breast paler, with white spots ; the belly barred with the 
same tawny, black, and white ; shoulders the same ; quills 
dusky ; the tail is rust colour, barred with black, and the tips 
of the feathers white. 

The egg figured 149 is that of the Cock of the Wood, 
or Capercailzie. 
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PLATE CL. 

BLACK GROUS. 

TETBAO TETRIX. 

The Black Grous is very generally distributed over the 
northern parts of Europe and Asia : in Europe it is met 
with as far north as Lapland and the north of Russia ; is 
very numerous in the countries adjoining the Arctic Circle, 
in Scandinavia, Finland, and central Russia ; but its numbeis 
decrease as the countries approach the middle of Europe and 
the south. In Italy and France, Switzerland, the Jura 
Mountains, and Holland, it is by no means scarce ; and in 
Great Britain it is found in many counties. The chief haunt 
of the Black Grous is on a light sandy soil, where the 
principal vegetation consists in heather and birch trees. In 
some countries this bird goes by the name of the birch hen, 
in consequence of its partiality to these trees. Large forests 
are by no means the habitation of the Black Grous, but 
uncultivated spots, where the birch tree flourishes, as well 
as the juniper bushes, and all such as bear berries, and 
heather of every kind ; there must also be here and there 
an open spot of peat soil, covered with heath and moss 
only. 

In some localities where the ground is entirely covered with 
the common heather (Erica vulgaris), and where no tree is 
met with in any shape, the Black Grous is found in great 
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plenty ; not only in flat or undulating countries, but high up 
in the mountains, where the growth of trees becomes stunted. 
In the north, the Black Grous frequents the valleys ; and 
the nearer the countries where this bird is met with approach 
the south, the mcie it keeps to the higher parts of the 
mountains. This, as a matter of course, is in consequence 
of the nature of the vegetation, for the bird avoids thick 
woods or forests, as before mentioned. 

The male of the Ghx)us now before us is a verv shv 
bird, and, owing to its sharp sight and ear, as well as its 
scent, it is approached but with great caution. In a natural 
state the male bird runs about on the ground with a 
proud spririt, carrying its head high, whereas the hen 
goes about crouching and modestly. The Black Orous 
runs very fast ; and although its wings arc rather short, it 
flies quickly, and, if necessary, to a considerable distance. 
That this bird knows how to run and hide itself among the 
stunted vegetation it frequents, is natural. 

The hen bird may at times be approached when she is 
perched on the branch of a tree, although this only occurs 
in very severe weather. 

The Black Grous is a sociable bird, for it is generally 
found in the company of several of its species. These birds 
live in families together; they share their food, their pleasures, 
and their dangers, except the adult male, who follows his 
pursuits in solitude except during the spring of the year. 
The male bird utters a piping noise when it takes wing, and 
the female whistles quite plainly, and when she intends to call 
her young brood together, she utters the word dahc^ dahc 
in a nasal tone. 

About the months of March, April, and May, the pairing 
season, the Black Grous daily visits a certain spot, aj^m- 
rently as much for the pleasure of a fight with his neighbours, 
as to associate with the hen birds ; and during this time of 
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the year tlic bird in question shows a wonderful sliare nf 
game and jealousy, for after sooie victories gained on hh 
own ground, he goes in search of more opportunities of 
satisfying his paesion for quarrelliug. 

The food of the Black Groua is much more choice and soft 
than that of the coclt of the wood, and consequently the 
flesh of this bird is by far more tender and better flavoured ; 
in fact, the Black Grous is the best flavoured game bird for 
the table. During the summer its food consists in vegetable 
matter and insects of most kinds, and in winter of the buds of 
trees, namely, of the beech, birch, hazel, willow, and poplar. 
In localities where juniper berries abound, they are pre- 
ferred during the winter above all other food ; and under 
these trees the Black Grous scratches the snow away in 
search of the young shoots of heath plants, &c. During the 
spring of the year, the young leaves of clover, fresh grasses, 
and the tips and branches of the milk weed (Euphorbia 
cyparissias) arc eagerly consumed. 

The Black Grous does not wash itself, but cleanses itself 
by means of sand. 

When the hen bird is ready to lay her eggs, she looks out 
a quiet spot, and scratches a hole in the ground by the side 
of some low stalky bush or stump of a felled tree, and de- 
posits her ten or twelve eggs almost on the bare ground, 
without making more of a nest than collecting the few 
stalks of dry grasses that lie within her reach when on the 
nest. The young brood are hatched in three weeks' time, and 
the day after their birth they run about, and follow the 
mother at first they feed on ants' e^s, and are kept warm 
and dry by the mother, until they are able to mount into 
trees for the purpose of roosting. This young family does 
not only remain together, but joins other young broods 
until the next spring. 

The true sportsman very rarely shoots a hen of tlic 
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Black Orous, but only the cocks, and thus insures ii good 
stock for the next season. 

The entipe length of the Black Grous is twenty-three 
inches. 

The entire colouring of the male bird is black, with a 
strong metallic reflection of steel blue and purple. Over the 
eves there is a naked scarlet-coloured skin. The sccondnrv 
quill-feathers are tipped with white, which forms a white bar 
across the wings ; under tail-coverts pure white. Legs covered 
vith hair-like feathers, of a blackish grey ; the beak black ; 
the iris blue. 

The hen bird has its feathers of a ferruginous yellow, 
ha/redand spotted with black; greater wing-coverts tipped with 
white ; the breast is orange-brown, barred with black. Ik'lly 
dusky brown, and barred with white and red. The tail 
barred in the same manner, but with the tips of the fea- 
thers dirty white. 

The egg figured 150 is that of the Black Grous. 
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PLATE CLI. 

RED GROUS. 

TBTBAO 8COTICU8. 

The Red Grous is an inhabitant of the British Isles, 
abounds chiefly on the extensive moors of Scotland, 
in the mountainous parts of Wales, and also in Ireland. 
D17 heathy moors suit the habits of this bird better than the 
boggy parts. 

It is very remarkable that the Red Grous is not known 
to be found in any other part of the world than in the 
British Isles ; and tlys best authority we have for saying and 
believing this to be a fact is, that none of the naturalists that 
baye written on ornithology have ever made mention of its 
<>ccurrence beyond the British Isles. 

The only change of locality attributable to this species 
^ that it frequents the higher parts of the hills during the 
^iinimer months, and the lower in winter ; but does not ex- 
tend its removal even so &r as the plains. 

The food of the Red Grous consists principally in the 
'denies of moor plants and the tops of the fresh shoots of 
Various heaths. 

The habits of these birds are in many respects dif- 
ferent from those of the black grous : for it is never seen to 
perch or roost in trees, and is monogamous in its habits. 
The birds in question afford much amusement to sports- 
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men, as they lie very close in the first part of the season ; 
but as the season advances, seyeral broods join, and forming 
what is called a pack, they become very shy. 

The numbers that are annually obtained by shooting and 
other means, without any apparent decrease in the ensning 
year, is very remarkable, considering that they are the pro- 
duce of this country alone. 

Of all British game the Red Orous and Ptarmigan are the 
most harmless ; for their exclusive haunts, the most desolate ' 
moors away from human habitations, supply them vrith food, 
shelter, and every necessary they require. 

These birds pair very early in the spring, and the 
female deposits her eggs, from eight or nine to twelve id 
number, in a slightly constructed nest, if it can even be 
called a nest, among tlie heather. The young brood bur 
the nest soon after they are hatched, when the parent M 
feed them with the produce of the ground where they begii 
to exist, namely, the wortle-berries and berries of other kinds 
that grow on the ground where these birds locate, besides 
also the tops of the heaths. The hen attends solely to the 
incubation ; but, as soon as the young birds are hatched, the 
male joins her in providing for the family. 

The Red Grous will live and is said to breed in coP' 
finement, although it does not repay for the trouble. Tb^ 
food tliese birds require under such circumstances is oat^ 
or barley, and a frequent supply of branches of heath, o^ 
berries of the kinds before mentioned, if such can be had. 

This species measures sixteen inches in length. Th^ 
female rather less, and the colouring of her plumage is not 
so full as that of the male bird ; neither has she the red 
granulated skin above the eye. 

The beak of the male bird is black, and half hidden by 
numerous small feathers that surround its base. Irides 
chesnut-colour. Orbits of the eyes white ; also a small 
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epol of white originates at llie base of the lower Ittondi*^ 
liie, and ends in a thread along the lower part of the i-heek t 
OKI the eyes Is a naked, fringed, bright red skin. The head, I 
neck, breast, and belly are dark chesnut-brown, now andfl 
then marked with fine waving black lines, and in many ii 
slances spotted with white; back and wing-coverts rcd-browa J 
of a rich depth, spotted with black. The tail-feathers are J 
Usck, except the fonr middle feathers, wbich arc reddish- 
brewn, transversely barred with black lines. Tlic primary I 
quills are dusky. The legs and toes thickly covered with J 
ilull white feathers ; claws greyish horn-colour. 
Tie egg figured 151 is that of the Red Grous. 
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PLATE CLIL 

PTARMIGAN; 

TETBAO LOOAPU8. 

The Ptarmigan is found in the northern parts of £2 
Asia, and America; and in some countries in veiy 
numbers. In Norway, Sweden, and Lapland, it ii 
plentiful. In Scotland it frequents chiefly the mofit 
tainous regions: it inhabits the Alps of central Bi 
Switzerland, Savoy, and those of the south of Germai^; 
and every where in plenty. Although this bird is widely 
distributed, it nevertheless resides in a very equal tempera- 
ture, inasmuch as it does not leave even during the summer 
months the snowy regions altogether. When the severe 
frosts and unceasing gales set in among the lofliest mountains, 
the Ptarmigan descends only to more sheltered parts, but 
never lower into the valleys than where the snow remains upon 
the ground. In Norway, and about Drontheim, the numbers 
of Ptarmigans that arrive from the polar circle are incredible, 
when the depth of the snow prevents the birds from looking 
for their food, and when the frost becomes severe enough 
to endanger their lives. In every respect the Ptarmigan is a 
snow bird, and the German name of the Schneehuhn (" Snow- 
Chick"") is very appropriate. It is remarkable, that the 
Ptarmigan avoids the rays of the sun by seeking the shady 
parts of the mountains on a fine bright day. For what reason 




fc^> 



if 



PTARMIGAN. 85 

or inducement these birds prefer the most sterile situations, 
is not easily explained, but they are most numerous on the 
barren snow-clad rocks high up in the mountains, where they 
are continually exposed to gusts so frequent and terrible, that 
they are obliged to seek refuge and shelter between the 
clefts and fissures of the locality. During the night the 
Ptarmigan resorts to the shelter afforded by a stone or heath 
plant, or by the snow itself, in which it buries itself up to the 
neck. In this latter situation these birds are not unfre- 
quently snowed in, and have great difficulty in keeping a 
small loop-hole. The huntsmen of the Alps profess to know, 
that, when these birds are snowed in and become actually 
covered over by the snow, that they remain thus at times for 
a whole week, when hunger prompts them to the exertion 
of extricating themselves ; and not unirequently several birds 
are found dead in such situations. 

The Ptarmigan is a very pleasing bird in its winter 
gatb, owing to its clean smooth feathering and well-propor- 
tioned shape ; but in summer plumage it is so much pied and 
spotted, that it is very difficult to say what colour predomi- 
nates in its feathering. 

The general appearance of the Ptarmigan, when uncon- 
scious of being observed, is very unobtrusive, walking about 
with a round back and drooping tail ; but if the bird is 
startled, it struts about with an air of dignity. The bird in 
question can run very fast, and its flight resembles that of 
the partridge. The formation of its short wings greatly con- 
tributes to produce quick flight, which is accompanied by 
a vibratory noise: it never flies high, nor, except during 
migration, to any great distance, and when it alights, it 
invariably runs on a little way upon the ground or snow, 
where the loose feathering of the feet prevents it from leaving 
distinct footmarks. Its spoon-shaped nails are well adapted 
for scratching the ground or digging in the snow. 
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It is reported that the male Ptarmigan beliavcs very 
reiiDukably during the time wlien the female sits on bcr eggs, 
itnd titat under ttiese circumstances he will sit IniroovabJe ia 
one spot for hours together, even on the approach of danger ; 
und when stationed thus near tlic nest, it has been known to 
remnin there, looking around on the landscape quite uncon- 
cerned, while persons have thrown stones at it. As soon 
as the young arc hatched, both parents become alert and 
busy, and towanls autumn more carefid, and finally very shy 
in the winter. If the weather is fine and sunny in winter, 
tliey are all again slow to move, at which time the sportsman 
gets a chance of approaching near enough to shoot them : 
the bright light of a fine day may perhaps dim their 
sight. 

During tlie breeding season the Ptarmigans live in pairs, 
and afterwards with their family; and later in Uie year, about 
October, they congregate in large flocks, and thus migrate. 

About the call-note of the Ptarmigan so much has been 
recorded, that it is very difficult to decide which account to 
give credit to, but it appears most reasonable to believe thai 
the usual call resembles that of the common domestieated 

The Ptarmigan can be kept in confinement, but hardly 
for any length of time. 

The Ptarmigan feeds on the natural produce of tbe un- 
cultivated rocky mountains and moors it inhabits, namely, 
the buds, leaves, blossoms, berries, and seeds of plants 
and stunted shrubs, as those of the bilberry (Vaceinium 
inyrtiUuB), cranberry (V. oxycoccus), black crake-berry 
(Empetrum nigrum), the heaths (Erica vulgaris, E. cfcnilea. 
Sic), the dwarf birch (Betula nana), and many other moun- 
tain plants that grow from among the fissures of rocks. In 
these apparently scantily supplied regions, the Ptarmigan finds 
a sufficiency of food among the clefts and fissures while the 
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entire surfiM^e is coTered with mow, and Providence fur- 
nishes these birds with wel]*fiUed storehoases during the 
time of dearth. 

The jonng birds are fed also at first with insects, which the 
parent birds scratch for among the loose cartli and lichens. 
In the crops of the Ptarmigan sand and small stones arc 
fteqaently discovered. Snow seems a cooling requisite to 
the birds in question, for they go in search of it during tlie 
summer months, in lien of water, to allay their thirst : this 
may justly be considered as one great reason why these birds 
do not descend into the valleys beyond the snowy regions. 

The Ptarmigan, which is apparently the only living 
creature that chooses the dreary and barren locality it does 
for the employment of love-making, may be seen perched 
on the edge of some awful abyss, early in the spring, ut- 
tering its unmelodious call-note ; and as soon as the binl 
has found a mate, the pair look for a convenient spot whore 
to form the nest, and where the female may deposit her eggs : 
each pair of Ptarmigans keep to their own chosen spot, 
and allow no intrusion from any neighbours. 

The place chosen for a nest is generally a slight hollow 
behind a stone, rock, or heath plant : sometimes a deposit of 
r^ens and bents forms the lining of the hollow or nest, and at 
other times these are dispensed with. The number of eggs 
that are found in one nest varies from seven to twelve. In 
the month of June the female begins to lay, and by the 
beginning of July commences sitting, which lasts for three 
weeks ; she sits very close, and the male bird remains during 
that time very near to the nest in the most dejected position, 
perched on a stone or shelf of the rock. If any danger ap- 
proaches too near to the hen bird, the male flics off, and 
the female follows him quietly. The male bird enters 
into none of the breeding concerns, for the female brings 
up her young brood even after the male has been captured 
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or killed, wliieh Butticiently proves that he ie not wanted ; 
«nd in cold and stormy weather she takes the nestlings 
under her wings for protection. IF any man has caught 
one or the young brood, the fond mother has been known 
to go up to him, as if reclaiming her own. When danger 
u])prouches suddenly, the young brood disperse in all di- 
rcctionB, and each remains perfectly still in its chosen place 
behind a stone or bush, &c., until the mother recalls them 
all together again. When the young birds have gained 
their full size and gone through the autumn months, tite 
male parent joins the family ; and by this time, while they 
arc all seeking a milder atmosphere, several families flock 
together, and remain so until the ensuing spring. 

The male Ptarmigan is about fifteen inches long; the female 
somewhat less. The winter plumage of both male and female 
is pure white, with the exception of a black streak from the base 
of the beak through the eye, the fourteen black tail-featliers, 
which set off to greater advantage the four white middle 
feathers, and the black shafts of the quill-feathers of the 
wing. Over the eye the bird has a naked fringed bright red 
skin, in the same fashion as the red grous. The beak is 
black ; the iris dusky. 

In summer the Ptarmigan is very differently coloured, 
and the following m the description of the male bird at that 
season : — The upper parts are pale cinereous brown, mi- 
nutely spotted and barred with dusky; but the markings on 
the head and neck are broader and mixed with white; the 
under parts and quills are white as in winter ; the central- tail-. 
feathers are ash -coloured. 

In our plate the white specimen represents the a 
in perfect .winter p]umage,and the dark figure the 
summer dress. 

The egg figured IS2 is that of the Ptarmigai 
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The Partridge is so well-known that nothing new can be 
said on the subject ; but in many respects it has more claim 
upon our attention than almost any other bird. This bird feeds 
80 many men of all classes and in such different ways, that it 
xemains.a matter of doubt whether the plentiful and well- 
fiavoured stock of them is a blessing or not ! In the first 
place, the Partridge now before us affords great pleasure to 
sportsmen, and is indeed much better flavoured than the 
same species abroad, and the great number of Partridges in 
%itain proves that the climate and soil suit them. The 
feh of the Partridge supplies the table of the epicure with a 
ttciqus morsel, and the pursuit of it is as much relished by 
tile sportsman : then follows feeding the poachers, feeding 
4e gentlemen of the law, feeding newspapers with matter 
'of their lists of accidents and offences ; and, lastly, though 
i)ot least, feeding the flame of contention between large land- 
owners and their, tenants. A list ad infinitum might be 
inadeout, of feeding game-keepers, dog-stealers, hawks, stoats, 
and a great number of those lower animals ; but suffice it to 
say, that there is hardly a topic more generally digested than 
that of the Partridge throughout the year. 
The Partridge inhabits most temperate climates, and 
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is consequently found throughout central Europe ; and in 
Asia from the south of Siberia to Persia, where it is found 
in great numbers. In Great Britain the Partridge is in- 
digenous, and frequents chiefly, or rather in greater num- 
bers, agricultural districts. Some continental ornithologists 
affirm that Partridges migrate, and state that these birds 
travel in flocks of from fifty to several hundred; and the 
manner in which they migrate is rather extraordinary ; they 
both run and fly, or flutter along the surfitce of the ground in 
such a hurried manner, that the hindermost continually tum- 
ble over those in advance. Although there is no mention 
of a different species, those birds that are reported to arrive 
southward about October and November, are considered to 
be not quite so large as our Partridge, and their I^ps M 
rather browner in the colouring. The inducement for ■O' 
grating must be, of course, in order to escape the severity of 
the winter, or from scarcity of food in the native districts of 
these travellers. 

The Partridge frequents, by choice, agricultural districts, 
as we have already mentioned, for there it finds choice and 
plenty of food ; it is, however, necessary to have low bushes, 
brambles, or hedgerows, to which the bird can run for shelter 
and concealment. It is also more plentiful in undulating 
countries, than where flat meadows and pasture-land extend 
to a great distance. In woods and forests the Partridge does 
not reside. 

In the spring of the year Partridges frequent ploughed 
fields, clover-fields, &c., in single pairs, making themselves 
thoroughly acquainted with the locality in which they intend 
to breed. During the summer they remain hidden among the 
standing corn. In autumn these birds are found in corn- 
fields, stubble, or grass lands, among turnips or potatoes, and 
along embankments of dry ditches, in hedges, osier-beds, and 
heathy commons. During the winter these persecuted birds 
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are not only pursued by men and dogs, but the snow forci*s 

them to seek food and shelter in or near farms, which in- 

ereaFes their danger. Partridges never pass the night in 

woods, but, as soon as the sun is set, they fly to the fields, 

md after one or two short moves, during which time tlicy 

utter their call-note, chisiekj chisick^ they unite, and 

scratching a hollow place, the birds squat close together with 

their tails to the centre, and remain thus for the ni^^ht. 

Eariy in the morning, when daylight appears, the whole 

family leave their roosting-place and run about, when the 

|irait birds call the young ones together, and fly to a short 

dilfance ; this is repeated once or twice, when they all nin 

about a little with extended necks, until the sun has risen, 

when they begin to feed. 

The general appearance of the Partridge, in a natural 
itate, is exceedingly graceful, and very different from most 
hud birds. During its occupation of seeking its food, it goes 
about crouching with a round back : when it notices any 
sound that arrests its attention, it stands up with the neck 
extended, looking around ; and until it perceives danger, it 
will strut about in this manner, and on the nearer approach 
of danger, it runs with great swiftness, and finally flics away. 
Frequently when a sportsman comes upon a Partridge or a 
eovey of them, they run for a hiding-place, and if none is at 
liand, they one and all lay themselves quite flat to the ground, 
and remain there until the danger is past, or else take wing 
and try to save themselves ; but, at all events, it is very won- 
derftd how these birds manage to lie so close to the ground, 
that the best-sighted sportsman can seldom sec them till they 
think fit to get up. 

The Partridge, when on the ground, mostly keeps its 
wings covered by the beautifully pencilled breast and side 
fieathers, and its tail drooping and partly spread. The 
flight of the Partridge is remarkably strong and quick, 
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but its tiliort, blunt wings are not adapted for keeping this 
plump bird for any length of time in the air. The strong 
uiuficlcs of its nings allow it not only to stiike tlie air 
rapidly on taking flight, but are <]uitc equal to the freeing 
itself from the grasp of a band that attempts to take the 
bird alive, and this escape is more frefjuently accomplished 
by the bird backing itself unawares. After the Partridge 
has CECspcd from its pursuers, it continues and ends its 
flight in a sailing manner, and alights at last sidelong. We 
have never seen or heard of Partridges perching on trees 
or on buildings, but we had, not long ago, an opportunity of 
seeing one of them mount on the very top of an elm, after 
having been wounded in the head. We have lately observed, 
among other new occurrences, that Partridges cross the 
line of a railroad not only in sight and hearing of a train in 
motion, but that these birds very frequently fly over a train 
of carriages and alight close to the very spot, so that one 
may see them run on the ground before the traiu is past. 
It is probable that Partridges become as much accustomed 
to railroad noises as horses and other animals do. The 
wires which constitute the telegraphic communication on 
some lines of railways arc the cause of the death of many 
birds, particularly Partridges, which fly against the wires 
during dark mornings, and are found deail on the lines by 
the workmen. 

The strong claws of the Partridge serve it chiefly in 
scratching the ground for food, and clearing a place for 
roosting, and besides as weapons of offence among the males, 
when any occasion ofl^ers during the pairing season. 

Partridges used not to be shy, and are not so now in 
places where they are not continually fired at and pursued by 
sportsmen. Where they are allowed to go about unmolested, 
it is very amusing to sec lliem leading as sociable a life as 
possible, feeding twice a day, and dusting themselves very 
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fiequenily, particularly the young birds of the year, which are 
Very much infested with vermin. 

The Partridge offers a lesson to mankind^ although its cha- 
racter is not generally further contemplated than by the anti- 
cipation of the pleasure of killing it, or feasting upon its 
flesh. Beginning by the pairing season, the Partridge, after 
having chosen its mate, remains attached to her for life: when 
they have a young brood, the male bird keeps a continual 
watch for the safety of a &mily that very rarely indeed fall 
out among themselves, while the fond mother leads them to 
their food ; and this family, which is called a covey, spend all 
their time in the most sociable manner, until the next spring 
separates them in pairs ; and if a single bird happens, by the 
luckless chance of natural consequences, to be left a lonely 
survivor of a covey, the family spoken of gladly takes the 
wanderer in, and allows him to enjoy their company and 
the benefit of warmth during cold nights, by sharing their 
bed with him. It is not very pmcticable to keep Pa]> 
tridges in confinement, for their nature requires food of 
many descriptions, according to the season, and a single 
given piece of ground cannot produce them. Gamekeepers 
sometimes set common hens on Partridges^ eggs for the stock* 
mg of preserves ; but, considering that the eggs must first be 
stolen to enable them to do so, the honesty of the proceeding 
is somewhat questionable. 

The &vourite food of the Partridge consists of insects, 
although vegetable matter, seeds, and grain are also eaten 
by them in their proper season ; ants and their larvse are de- 
voured by this bird whenever it can get them, also every 
kind of small beetles, grasshoppers, earwigs, flies, spiders. 
Sec, and the larvse of all of them. Particularly fond are 
Partridges of the maggots that are found in turnips, 
late in the autumn and winter. During the time when the 
com is standing, the Partridge does not feed upon the 
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ciirn, but upon tlie eeeds of niarj weed* that grow up witl 
it, and thus Tuf the bird in question does more good 
limn harm ; it is, besides, a certiunty, that the good which 
il does by scratcliing the ground and moving the eur- 
facc in search of insects, is by far greater tlian farroors will 
allow, or may be aware of. The middle of the day is the 
principal feeding-time of tJie Partridge ; after which, the 
family lie or squat down to rest, or dust themselves, ac- 
cording to the state of the weather. When the com has 
been sown, the Partridge does harm, by picking up the 
uncovered grains, and also seralcliing up those that lie 
near the surface, as well as eating the young green shoots 
that may have come up. During sharp winters, the dearth 
of food becomes very serious to the Partridge, particularly 
when the snow remains long upon the ground, and is harden- 
ed by the frost sufficiently to prevent our bird from getting 
at green food of any sort. Water is apparently of little 
value to the Partridge, for it hardly ever is found near that 
clement ; and it seems as if the dew-drops on the turnips 
or other green leaves are sufficient to satisfy its thirst. 

The Partridge deposits her eggs invariably upon the ground, 
in many different situations, namely, in corn-fields, among 
long grass, clover, or peas, on the banks of dry ditches, at 
the foot of some tree or bush, or near the post of a gate over- 
grown with weeds, &c. The nest itself is no more than a 
hollow scratched in the ground, in which a few grasses or 
stalks are accumulated, upon which the eggs are deposited, 
the number of which depends on the age of the hen bird, and 
may vary thus from ten to fifteen, or even more. They have 
only one brood in the year, unless this is destroyed by some 
accident, in which case a second attempt is made, and even 
repeated for a third time, but the number of eggs becomes 
less, and the young broods are not so strong and hardy. 

After three weeks sitting upon the eggs, the anxious mother 
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has the pleasure of seeing the young birds creep out of the 
shell: the joung run about as soon as they arc hatched. 
While the hen Partridge sits on the eggs, the male bird 
keeps continually watching for her safety ; and when she goes 
twice a day to feed, he always accompanies her. If the male 
bird did not give its mate notice of danger, whether of the 
approach of man or beast, the hen would hardly ever see her 
young brood run about, for unless she takes flight it is im- 
possible for her to contend against stoats, pole-cats, and the 
like, and numberless enemies in the shape of bird-nesters, for 
she sits so very close on the eggs towards the end of her time, 
dnt any one might take her. 

We have for some time been induced to believe that 
gporting dogs, and in particular pointers, had no nose, as it is 
called, during the breeding time of game birds ; but, on fur- 
ther consideration and on observations lately made, we have 
been induced to believe that birds while sitting on eggs do 
either not give any scent, or such as misleads dogs and vermin. 
.Several times have we gone across a field and common, ac- 
companied by two excellent dogs, where to our know- 
ledge hen Partridges and pheasants were sitting on eggs, but 
without the dogs taking the least notice of the nest, although 
tiliey always found the male birds. The year before last, there 
being several broods of land-rails on Chertsey Mead, we went 
with a pointer dog to find the nests, but without success, 
although we found the birds. There was also a Partridge 
sitting, of which no notice was taken by them. 

When the grass was nearly mown, a small patch or two 
remained standing, among which was a pair of stoats 
with a young family, also three broods of land-rails : the 
stoats pursued the young land-rails and destix)yed some. 
All this time the Partridge sat on her eggs without being 
visited by the stoats; but no sooner did the young Partridges 
come into the world, than we saw the stoats make straight 
for the spot where the birds were. 
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After a sliort interval i»c went with one of the pointers to 
look for the lnnil-railH, anil the dog put up ten land-railn 
within ft very sliort time, eertainly less than half an hour, and 
only one bird at a time. Thus much for the credit of ihp 
dog : further, also, it la necessary to say, that the Partridges 
and pheasants were found by the same pointer dog in Sep- 
tember and October, as they were wanted, in the before- 
nienti' tied field and common. 

Spaniel dogs should never be allowed to range about 
preserves while birds are sitting, for fear of disturbing them 
unnecessarily. 

When young Partridges run about before they are fully able 
to fly, they are exposed to many dangers, namely, from bol- 
lards, carrion crows, and hawks ; many also fall a prey to 
eats. 

The Partridge measures about thuieen inches in length. 
The beak is bluish horn-colour ; the iiis a warm dusky. The 
general colouring of its plumage is a brown ochre, spotted and 
pencUled over with black. The back and wlng-coverts are 
streaked with cliesnut ; forehead and sides of the face clean 
and rich brown ochre; above, below, and behind the eye, the 
bird has a granulated red skin. On the breast the male has a 
deep cbesnut-colourcd mark, shaped like a horse-shoe ; over 
the eyes, beginning on the forehead, runs a pearl grey narrow 
band, extending down the ear-coverts, spreading over the 
neck, throat, and upper part of the breast, which is further 
continued to the side feathers, that mostly cover the wings; 
and on these side feathers are several beautiful broad bay- 
coloured dashes, as represented in our plate. 

Our plate represents a mature male bird ; the female only 
differs in having less clear colouring of the feather, and little 
of the red skin about the eyes. 

The egg figured 153 is that of the Partridge. 
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PLATE CLIV. 

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE. 

PERDIX RUFA. 

The Red-l^;ged Partridge, which is also called the French 
Partridge and Guernsey Partridge, has been introduced into 
this country by some noblemen, who have thereby added to 
the number of game birds. 

Its most successful introduction into this country was made 

by the Marquis of Hertford, about the year 1770; and a 

inend of the author was some years since informed, by an old 

Qian, that he remembered the time of their introduction jn that 

Hobleman^s estates at 8udbbum, in Suffolk, and his ffreat 

anxiety for their preservation ; and stated, that, when the first 

i^est of eggs was fottiid, the Marquis had it watched night and 

day. Since this period Suffolk has never been without these 

\nid8, and in some locs^ities tliey have almost superseded the 

common or native species ; a subject of regret to sportsmen, 

a9 these birds, through their unwillingness to take wing, spoil 

the dogs : neither is their flesh considered so delicate or well 

flsYOured. 

This beautiftil bird inhabits the southern parts of Europe ; 
hut, whether from partiality to some particular kind of food, 
(iit)m inftueoees of temperature, or from combinations of other 
oaasesy it does not thrive equally well in all places ; occurring 
pleti^ifrilly in some parts, and not in others. In Asia and 
Africa it is wdl known and plentiful. 
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lu a wild stale tie Red-legged Partridge is cbicfly found 
in hilly countries, where bushes and copsewood abound, Lo 
which it seems Very partial. In France, about the Saone 
and the Loire, botli kinds, namely, the grey or comraoo 
English Partridge, and the Red-legged, may be seen in the 
same district, although they never unite in one covey. 

The habits of the Red-Ieggcd Partridge are very much 
like those of our grey Partridge : it runs on the ground 
in the same manner, and is quite as strong on the wing ; it 
also lives very sociably with its mate and family, feeds almost 
the same, and scratches the ground alike for food. It is not 
quite so terrestrial in its habits, being occasionally seen to 
take refuge in a tree. It is also more noisy ; and when a 
covey of them is fired at, the birds split or disperse more 
readily than our Partridge ; consequently affording better 
sport, if the sportsman is provided with a good dog. 

The call-note of the Red-legged Partridge sounds some- 
what like coclcileele, and in the spring of the year it is fre- 
quently uttered by the male bird. The birds in question 
may be kept in confinement, but they will not thrive for any 
length of time. 

The food of the Red-legged Partridge consists chiefly 
in insects of many descriptions, beetles, grasshoppers, ants 
and their eggs, flies, spiders, grubs, maggots, and small 
snails ; they also feed on com, wheat by preference, and 
the young shoots of clover, and many other vegetable pioduc- 

In the spring of the year the male bird looks out for its 
mate, and, after many a fight with his antagonists, he retires 
with his partner to some chosen spot, where the hen scratches 
a hollow place in the ground among the standing com, or 
near a bush, and there she deposits her fourteen to eighteen 
eggs. The eggs are much larger than those of the grey 
Partridge, and differ also widely in their colouring, as will 
be seen in our plate. 
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The male bird takes no part in the incubation, and leaves 
the care of the young brood entirely to the hen, until they 
are half-grown, when he returns to them, and remains with 
them until the next spring. 

The bird now before us is by far more beautiful than the 
foregoing species; it is also a larger bird, measuring three- 
quarters of an inch more in length. The throat and cheeks 
are of a pure white, encircled all round with a perfect black 
band : on the breast and sides of the neck this band is sur- 
rounded by a gorget of black spots. Over the eyes the bird 
has a white streak ; the top of the head and all the upper 
parts, as well as the upper part of the breast, are of a cine- 
reous rufous; the lower part of the breast and belly are 
greyish ; lower part of the belly and vent are of a clear rufous 
colour; the cinereous side and flank feathers are barred 
with white, black, and rufous. The beak, eyes, orbits, 
and legs are of a beautiful crimson red. 

The egg figured 154 is that of the Red-legged Par- 
tridge. 
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BARRARY PARTRIDGE. 



Wk are enabled to figure the Bdrbary Partridge throtigt 
the kindness of Mr. Goatley, of Cliipping Norton, Oxford- 
shire, who in the most obliging manner forwarded tlie onl/ 
known British killed specimen to us for the purpose. 

The specimen here represented, a female, was shot in 
Suffolk about four years ago, and, although this locality 
is beyond the supposed range of this southern species, we 
see no reason to doubt its having been an accidental straggler 
in a wild state. 

This species being hitherto unknown in this country, 
we must necessarily look, for the history of its habits and 
manners, to the accounts of persons who have gained their 
infonnation in countries where the bird is at home, and 
we have the following particulars from very good authority. 

I'he Batbary Partridge is found in most of the north- 
em parts of Africa, in Malta, Corsica, Sicily, Calabria, and in 
the mountainous parts of Spain. 

The food of this bird consists in seeds and insects, which 
it finds on the ground. 

The favourite haunt of the Barbary Partridge is among 
low bushes, in unfrequented mountain districts, where it 
also breeds on the ground in the manner of tlie Red-ieji 
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Partridge. The eggs, which are generally fourteen or 
fifteen in number, are of a dirty yellow colour, spotted all 
oyer with oil green ; but we are not at present so fortunate 
as to possess an egg of this bird to figure from. 

The specimen irom which our drawing is made measures 
thirteen inches in length; the wing, from the carpus to the 
tip, nearly six inches. 

The colouring of the plumage is as follows : — The top of 
the head, firom the base of the upper mandible to the back 
of the neck, burnt umber : a band of pale ash-colour runs 
alongside of it, but is diyided from the brown feathers by 
a narrow black edge; the chin, throat, and sides of the 
tBce are of the same pale ash-colour. The ear-coverts are 
wood-brown, and join the gorget of rich chestnut-colour, 
which is studded over with triangular white spots. The 
upper part of the breast and tippet are a mixture of olivaceous 
brown and ash-colour. The back, rump, tail, upper wing- 
ooverts, tertials, and upper tail-coverts, are a mixture of 
wood-brown and ash-colour; the middle tail-feathers and 
basal half of the quill-feathers are pencilled with dusky 
transverse markings; the rounded feathers of the wing- 
coverts are slate-coloured, broadly edged with chestnut. 
Lower part of the breast brown ochre, belly and vent buff- 
ooloured. The sides and flanks are ornamented with broad 
bars of white, black, and cinnamon-brown. Tail, rich 
chestnut-brown. Beak, orbits, and legs are said to be 
bright red ; iris, hazel. 
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VIRGINIAN PARTRIDGE. 

PEBDIX VIBOINIANA. 

Th£ Virginian Partridge having lately been introduced 
into Great Britain, with a view to its natoialiaation, aai 
spreading over the ground when opportunity ofiers, has ii . 
much right to be numbered among the list of British hinb f 
as the pheasant has. i/ 

The name this bird bears sufficiently indicates ta yAM 
quarter of the globe we must look for its habitat, namelj 
North America, and particularly Virginia, where they occiBu 
in great numbers. 

The best information respecting the habits of this bird 
we have consequently from American ornithologists : and 
with what we have ourselves observed of their manners, 
there appears great resemblance between them and the 
common Partridge of our isles, although the present species 
at times perches on the branches of trees of low growth, 
and builds a nest for the deposit of its eggs, differing in 
these acts from the habits of our native bird. 

The food of the Virginian Partridge consists in grain and 
insects ; and it is not improbable that the want of its favourite 
food, Indian corn, is in a great measure the reason why the 
bird does not thrive well in Europe. 

Our plate was taken from specimens in the Zoological 
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Gardens in the Regent^s Park, as well as the representation 
of the egg, which was produced there bj a pair in cap- 
tivity. 

In several instances the species here described has very 
recently been introduced more extensively in preserves of 
game, and, we have reason to believe, with more success 
than formerly, for several stragglers have been killed in 
divers places in Surrey and elsewhere, and one which was 
shewn to us proved to be a young male of the year. The 
sportsman who killed this specimen assured us that his 
pointer stood at the bird as staunch as if he had come 
upon a common Partridge, and the bird lay as close to the 
dog as could be wished. 

The Virginian Partridge frequents the borders of woods 
in preference to open country, and generally runs among 
low bushes ajid long herbage, unless when, in search of 
grain, it leaves such shelter, and spreads into cultivated 
grounds. 

The Virginian Partridge differs materially from the former 
species, in building a nest for the reception of the eggs, 
which is said to be in shape resembling that of the willow 
wren, with a hood : the eggs are ten or twelve in number. 
The male bird has little or nothing to do with the business 
of incubation, but joins the hen and young family as soon 
88 they run about, and all remain together until the next 
spring, when the birds pair and separate. 

The male bird measures nine inches in length. The beak 
is blueish horn-colour, the iris dusky, and the legs and toes 
are transparent reddish brown ; claws dusky. Chin and 
throat, forehead, temples, the sides of the head, and upper 
part of the breast, white. From the base of the upper 
mandible begins a black band, which continues below the 
eyes, and forms a collar below the throat. The top of the 
head is rich red brown, inclosed on both sides with black. 
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TW «pper pvi ef At back md adct of the neck, red browD. 
Back, wing-cofotc, mad toikh, bimt sienna, pencilled all 
orer with Uack ; rump and upper tail-coverts, olivaceous 
broim and ttenna, and alao pesdUed with black. Most of 
the fiBalheis on the upper parta of this bird are edged 
with bloeish ash-colonr and staaw ydlow ; the under parts 
m white and yellowish white ; the feathers of the breast and 
bdlj, edged with hhA. The side and flank feathers are 
bfantifiilly marked in the eeotie bj ridi chestnut biown, 
boi de r e d with Uack and white ; taiMeathen are blneish ash- 
coloored. 

The female diflfers diieflj in the head being of a uni- 
form wood-brown, with dusky edges to the feathers on the 
top of the head ; the feathers of the other parts are less 
distinctly marked, and the colouring is less brilliant. 

The egg figured 156 is that of the Virginian Par- 
tridge. 
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PLATE CLVII 

QUAIL. 

PERDIX COTURNIX. 

Ths Quail is not only a well known bird in Britain as 
a summer visitant, but throughout the mUd parts of Europe 
and Asia it is met with, as also in the north of Africa ; and 
in some islands of the Mediterranean these birds are so very 
plentiful, that the name of Quail Islands has been bestowed 
on them. 

Mr. H. M. Drummond, in his ^^ Catalogue of Birds found 
in Corfo,^ published in the ^^ Magazine of Natural History/' 
ako q>eakB of the numbers of this species that visit that 
island in the course of their migration, in the following 
wQcds : — " The first of these birds make their appearance 
about the 27th of March ; but the grand flight, which 
depends much upon the wind, (which is required to be from 
the southward,) does not arrive till the 10th or 15th of 
April, when they sometimes appear in such numbers, especi- 
ally in the island of Faro, that instances have not been 
wanting of fifty or sixty couple being killed by a single 
gun in two or three hours. Many of them are so tired, 
that, being unable to reach the land, they fall into the sea 
and are instantly devoured by the gulls (Larus argentatus) 
and the ravens, which hover about on these occasions ia 
great numbers. They return again about the 15th of 
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August, but many R'liinin to breetl, and a few even remain 
all the winter." 

Although the Quail is not strong on the wing, the bulk 
or greater number of them are obliged to cross the sea, in 
order to eseape the Beverity of our winters in Europe, and 
many of those perish at sea ; they are frequently captured 
when alighting on the deck of a vessel for the purpose of 
recruiting their strength ; and it is a known fact, which 
frequently occurs on the coast of Provence, that many 
thousands arrive so worn out from fatigue in the course of 
one night, that they are readily caught with the hand the 
next day. 

It is not 90 extraordinary that the Quails are met with on 
either side of the Mediterranean in such great numbers, if we 
explain at the same time that these birds arrive in the 
autumn in femilics from their summer retreats, and congre- 
gate in large bodies on the shores of the Mediterranean, 
awaiting favourable weather for crossing the sea. 

Some few birds remain frequently lingering behind, and 
this accounts for the &ct that we shot a Quail as late 
as the 18th of September, 1841, in a field of Swedish tur- 
nips, at Halliford, in Middlesex. Besides the lateness of 
the season, the actions of this bird attracted our notice, and 
annoyed our trusty old dog very much. When the dog 
pointed and remained for some time looking to the right and 
to the left, and no bird getting up on the word being given, 
it seemed as if the animal was at fault ; we were, however, 
induced to place full confidence in the honest old beast, and 
after waiting for some time longer, we walked close up to 
the spot, and saw a Quail spinning round and round, first 
one and then another of the Swedes, and by that means 
puzzling the dog, and, as it were, refusing to take wing. There 
remains no doubt in our mind that many a dog gets a good 
beating for making what is called a false point under similar 
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circumstances ; aod tlie Quail in question, by changing liia 
ground iroin one Swede to another, gave us the oppor- 
tunity of punishing the right offender by shooting it. 

Quails are not seen to arrive in the spring of the year, or 
to leave us in the autumn, which proves the geuerol suppo- 
sition that they migrate during the night; we are able to add 
our own testimony on this subject, corroborating the belief. 
Among our numerous collection of British birds, we pos- 
sessed a pair of Quails ; and one evening, towards the middle 
of August, these birds became so restless, that we carefully 
watched whether a cat or any other annoyance was near, for 
with it the birds uttered tlieir call-note, sounding somewhat 
like pivo^-erie : this restlessness lasted during the whole 
night, and wa$ repeated for several nights in succession, 
while the birds were quiet during the daytime again. 

The chosen locality of the Quail is open cultivated ground, 
particularly where wheat-fields and meadows are close to- 
gether, and where tlie richness of the soil produces diversity 
of weeds. On the first arrival of the Quail, in the month of 
May, young wheat and short grass-lands invite the bird more 
than any other inducement to remain there for the season ; 
but when the grass gets too long and thick, the Quail fre- 
quents that field no longer. Neither mountainous districts 
nor low, wet, marshy land is at any time preferred by 
the Quail, but even or sloping ground, provided it meets 
with standing corn of divers sorts, peas, turnips, or even 
beans, where the bird is safe from the pursuit of hawks. 

In the latter part of the summer, when com of ail kinds 
are housed, turnip fields, and the long grass along hedges, 
shelter the Quail until the proper time fur migration arrives. 
Like many other migratory birds, a certain chosen spot is 
generally frequented year after year, when the breeding- 
season arrives ; and wc were informed by a gentleman resident 
near the place where wc shot the Quail before mentioned. 
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among the Swedes, Lliat he had known that very 
tcnante<l by a brood of Quails annually for innny ycarii. 

Tlic outward ajipcaranei.' ot'lhL- Qu^il in not very stri 
in consequence of the predominant brown colouring < 
plumage, and the rounded shape of the bird ; but, on close 
examination, it is one of the most beautifully marked spe- 
cies that visits this country. 

The Quail lives on the ground, where it looks for its 
food in the manner of the partridges. It runs with great ease 
and swiftness; Its flight is quick, and much resembling 
that of the partridge, but apparently performed with more 
ease. The Quail flies, when unprovoked, in a straight line ; 
but is nevertheless able to turn at angles easily if required. 
By preference, the bird now before us doeSttiot take wing, 
and frequently resorts to it, if pursued, too late for its own 
safety : dogs frequently eatcli thetn, boys knock them 
down with a stick, and when the Quail does fly, it is 
only to a short distance, and with <a little attention the bird 
may be seen to drop itself down in a bnsh or tuft, and 
remain there close for any handy person to take the bird 
alive. When this bird alights on a ploughed field, or in the 
track of some carriage wheel, il will hide its head behind 
a lump of earth or in a hole, and thus expose itself to 
imminent danger. Considering these points, and adding 
them to our observations made under divers circumstances, 
we must give it as our opinion, that the bird is nervouf^ 
timid by nature. 

During the greater part of the day the Quail remi 
hidden and quiet, unless a hot sunny day invitea it I 
dust itself, and then it enjoys lying on one side with i 
legs extended, and sleeps. Towards dusk the bird becoid 
more animated, and goes in search of food until late ■ 
night. Early in the morning, before daybreak, it i 
again, whicli laete till the sun rises, when sheltered plae 
receive it as usual. When hunger presses during the dan 
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it ventures no farther llian an adjoining; stubble-ficKI. Quails 
are very unsociable birds, for they do not keep in company 
together even while running among the standing com ; and when 
a pair of them is started on the wing, they fly away in dif- 
ferent directions. Even when there is a young brood they 
hardly keep united, although the mother calls her young 
ones together while they arc quite small and helpless. The 
male birds fight at all times whenever they meet in a wild 
state, and this propensity has induced man, ages ago, to 
keep Quails foi the purpose of enjoying the sight : at pre- 
sent this cruelty is still practised in some countries, but we 
tope that civilization will change the unmanly taste. The 
Qoail does not require to be encouraged in its propensity 
for fighting, for if a pair of birds, male and female, which 
have not been caught together, are put in a cage, the male 
is almost sure to peck the female to death if she intrudes 
on his privacy. 

The call-note of the Quail is very peculiar, and varied 
under difierent circumstances: in the spring of the year 
they say bubeipee or brubrub ; when frightened they chirp 
like, young chickens; and if caged during the time of mi- 
gration, they incessantly repeat the word pievoi-ree, pievoi- 
ret, in a fretful tone, at the same time endeavouring to 
find an outlet to escape by. 

The Quail is easily tamed in confinement; and we are assured 
by a person who kept some live birds, that he had among 
others a Quail, which had the liberty of running about his 
study ; and in the same room a favourite setter dog was 
allowed entrance: by degrees the two animals became ac- 
quainted, and the Quail might frequently be seen to lie 
on the rug near the dog, enjoying with him the warmth of 
the fire. 

The Quail feeds on grain, seeds, and insects, and, like 
most of its kind, swallows coarse sand or small stones with 
its food, to a-'sist digestion. 
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Altliougli tlic cull-note of the Quail may be heard about 
the mtddlc of May, it is very seldom that any eggs ate 
found before the month of July, or at the BOoneat by the 
end of June. The chosen place for a nest is frequently 
among peas or wheat, where the female makes a. hole in the 
ground, and in it deposits her eggs, from eight to fourteen 
in number. After eighteen days" incubation the young make 
iheir appearance and run about as soon as they are out of 
the shell and dry, and follow the parent bird, who instmctE 
them in finding and feeding on ants' eggs and small insects, 
until they become strong enough to feed on seeds and 
grain. 

The Quail afibrda many persons a living during the 
time of migration, either in the spring or the autumn. Its 
flesh is highly prized, and consequently great numbers ae 
annually caught in the south of Europe for the supply of 
the table. Many are also brought over to this country from 
France for the London market : these birds are put in cagea 
as soon as caught, and thus forwarded alive. 

The manner in which the Quail is caught is either by 
means of a mouth-piece or whistle, with which the call- 
note of the bird is imitated, and thus the birds are drawn 
into a net ; or else a lien-bird is caged and used as a call- 
bird in the same way. The nets used for catching Quails 
are of a square shape and placed in the standing com, or 
close beside it ; and as the birds run or flutter to reach the 
spot where the supposed mate is, they become entangled in 
the net. 

The Quail measures eight inches in length. The beak 
is bluish horn-colour, the iris amber, the legs yellowish 
brown. The crown of the head is yellowish white ; along each 
side of which runs a rufous brown band, beginning from 
the nostrd and terminating in the nape; above the eye 
passes another yellowish white line in the same direction. 
On the »iiin and throat is a block mark, which turns upwards 
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to the ears ; the rest of those parts are white : the entire 
upper parts rufous brown, with a stmw-colourcd mark along 
the centre of each feather, which mark is bordered with 
black. The breast is tinged with brown ochre; the shafts 
white ; belly white, slightly tinged with rufous yellow. The 
feathers of the sides and flanks are longitudinally marked 
rufous and white; the quills arc dusky, the outer webs 
barred with yellowish white. Tail dusky, consisting of twelve 
feathers which are hid by the upper coverts. The female 
has no black about the chin or throat. 
The egg figured 157 is that of the Quail. 
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We ore indebted to Mr. Goatley, likewise, for the loan 
of the Bpecimen here represented, namely, the only known 
British killed specimen of tlie Andalusian Hemipodc. 

This bird was shot on the 29th of October, 1 844, by a game- 
keeper, about three miles distant from Chipping Norton, in 
Oxfordshire ; and some weeks after, another bird of the same 
species was also shot by the same gamekeeper ; but, in conse- 
quence of its head having been shot away, that specimen was 
not preserved. It is supposed that these two birds were an 
accidental pair that visited this country, for neither previons 
to obtaining the firet killed bird, nor after the death of the 
Becoud, has any other individual of the species been observed. 

Temminck's account of the Andalusian Hemipode is as 
follows : — It inhabits the south of Spain, Grenada, Anda- 
lusia, and Arragon ; lives among grasses and underwood ; its 
food consists of small insects and small seeds. Its manner 
of breeding is unknown, and consequently its eggs can neither 
be figured nor deswibed. 

In the fourth volume of the same author's work, he says 
that the bird lives solitary, and does not migrate; it even 
seems not to leave the neighbourhood in which it is born. 
This bird takes wing very unwillingly, and only flies, or 
rather skims, above the level of the grass to a very short 
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distance, hardly sufficient for a sportsman to take his aim, 
and is hardly ever seen a second time on the wing, but squats 
so close to the ground, that it requires care not to tread it to 
death. The Hemipode also runs very fast, by which means it 
escapes pursuit very generally. 

The Hemipode measures nearly six inches in length. The 
beak and legs are yellowish-brown ; the iris hazel. The top of 
the head, nape, back, wing-coverts, rump, and tail-coverts, 
are of a yellowish dusky brown. The feathers, in two rows 
on the top of the head, are dusky, broadly edged with pale 
yellowish-brown, and tipped with rufous, thus forming a light- 
coloured central line from the base of the upper mandible to 
the nape of the neck, right and left of which is a band of 
dusky black and rufous. The sides of the &ce are soiled buff- 
colour, tipped with dusky. Chin and belly pale yellow, al- 
most white : from the gape on each side down the breast 
runs a broad band of rich orange buff-colour, which unite on 
the chest, where the colour is concentrated and deepest, and 
spreading over the sides and flanks, unite again at the vent, 
and terminate over the under tail-coverts. The feathering of 
the back and all the upper parts is finely and transversely 
pencilled with black. The centres of the feathers on the man- 
tle are richly stained with rufous, those of the back largely 
spotted with the same. On the wings are several large roimd 
black spots, as represented in our Plate. The sides of the 
neck, breast, and flanks are also spotted with black, owing 
to the feathers being ornamented thus towards their tips, and 
broadly edged with the paler colours before mentioned. Quills 
dusky, edged with pale brown. 
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PLATE CLIX. 

GREAT BUSTARD. 

OTI8 TARDA. 

The Great Bustard used formerly to be a common bird in 
Epgland, but the increased population, and consequentlj tlw 
extended cultiyation of waste lands, have not only diminished 
the number of this fine species, but it is even feared that not 
a single bird is alive at the present time in a natural state, in 
Great Britain. 

According to Colonel Montagu, a very favourite haunt of 
the Great Bustard was the Druidical monument of Stone 
Henge, on Salisbury Plain, in Wiltshire ; although for many 
years (ever since 1810) not a bird of the kind had been seen 
or heard of there. Whether there are some few of the 
species remaining in Norfolk is not very well known, and 
we may consider it to be very doubtful. 

It is a very great pity that so fine a species of game-bird 
as the Great Bustard is lost. The bird itself used to be an 
ornament to the landscape, as well as a valuable acquisition 
for the table ; and the manner of hunting the young, before 
they had the full use of their wings, was so diflTerent from the 
mode of obtaining any other birds, that the extinction of them 
is felt manifold. 

The Great Bustard is an inhabitant of the moderate climes 
of the old world, central Russia, Germany, Italy, France, and 
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also Switzerland ; it is likewise found in pans of Asia, namely, 
in Syria. 

In some parts of Germany the Oreat Bustard is a very 
common bird, and may be considered indigenous, although 
scarcity of food, owing to the deep snow that sometimes lies 
for a length of time, drives it to the milder parts, where such 
a cause does not occur. This change of abode is more to 
be called wandering than migrating, since the Oreat Bustard 
do^ not leave its usual haunts at any stated period, nor 
does the bird return later than when the snow disappears. 
When the Oreat Bustards are forced to leave their usual 
haunts, they usually collect in considerable flocks or droves ; 
and the birds journey over hill and dale during the daytime, 
at a very great elevation, without any order or regularity. 

The Great Bustard chooses for its locality, by preference, 
extensive open plains, and avoids mountainous and wooded 
districts. In fields of wheat and rye the bird is very likely 
to be found, and in the autumn in large fields of rape and 
turnips, which entice it to stay until the spring of the year. 
Owing to the extreme shyness of this bird, it not only avoids 
human habitations and wooded or enclosed lands, but even 
single trees, gates, or any lonely object on the ground, unless 
during the breeding season, when the birds are very restless, 
aiid flying low over the ground, they pass close by such 
dangerous objects carelessly. 

The Great Bustard is hid during the daytime in the 
breeding season among the standing com ; but when the 
weather is wet it drives the bird to the open, fresh-ploughed 
fields, where it renudns among the furrows, always watdiful 
for its safety. The night is passed by the Bustards in the 
most open situations ; and if nothing has disturbed them, 
they return again and again to the same place. It is by their 
soil that it is ascertained how each bird keeps its distance 
from its neighbour, and that the younger birds are invariably 
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dispotfctl in the centre of the group : the number of the party 
is tliorel>y equally ascertained. Very early in the morning 
the party or family take wing and proceed to their feeding- 
grounds. It is a very rare occurrence to be enabled to 
surprise the Bustards, even during the nigbt, by stealing on 
them in their retreat or roosting-ground. 

The general appearance of the Great Bustard is veiy 
remarkable and imposing: the male bird in particular, on 
account of the beautiful looso and ornamental feathers of the 
cheeks ; and the rich markings on the upper parts of the bad 
and tail are very unique. When the bird is running about it 
carries itself much in the position of domesticated fowls ; but 
from these its larger size as well as its longer legs distinguish 
it immediately. When it squats or sits on the ground, whid 
it does for hours together during warm weather, its posture 
is most like that of a goose, in consequence of its long necL 
While in the pursuit of food the Bustard goes about in a 
very stately manner ; but if called upon to exert its legs, the 
bird can run swiftly enough to try the speed and wind of 
a fast dog. It is said that when a Bustard is winged by a 
sportsman it rarely resorts to running : whether this is owing 
to the surprise of the hurt, or from other causes in its 
nervous system, is a matter of doubt, but of great advantage 
to the sportsman. 

Owing to a very peculiar smell which the Bustard carries 
about with it, and which remains even after being roasted and 
dished up, some persons dislike the flavour of its meat ; and 
some dogs (pointers) are not easily trained to hunt properly 
for it. From what cause this smell originates is uncertain, 
but it resembles that which carrion crows and ravens are known 
to possess. 

In consequence of the sharpsightedness of the Great Bus- 
tard, and the incredible caution with which it chooses its 
place to alight, it becomes exceedingly difficult to lie in wait 
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far the purpose of shootiiig it, or to approach it by stealing 
upon its haunt. Its oigans of scent and hearing arc not 
only less acute, but Terj deficient, for if a person can hide 
himself in a ditch among long herbage or brambles, and 
watch the arrival of a flock of these birds, he may pick his 
bird at ease, providq^ be keeps out of sight. 

It is reported that the Bustard lives to a very great age, 
and this is stated to be as much as half a century, or more. 
How to ascertain the bid is very di£Bcult ; but the rare 
circumstance of an old male bird being shot, in consequence 
of its great cunning, and, when such a capture happens, the 
ibength of the bones and coarseness of the flesh, prove in 
&TOur of the report, and we are willing to give credit to the 
possibility ; nevertheless, we must regret that the species has 
either not been able to keep out of gun-shot of the British 
sportsman, or has not lived long enough to give him the 
opportunity of making his observations, now that Ornithology 
is more studied than it used to be. 

The usual number of Bustards seen together in a field 
is firom five to ten ; but, where the birds are plentiful, in 
some parts of the Continent, they will congregate and re- 
main in flocks of more than a hundred individuals: this 
chiefly happens in autumn and during the winter. 

The present species is very rarely kept alive in confine- 
ment, for its obstinacy in refusing food and its great fear 
of mankind make it exceedingly difficult to manage. 

The Bustard hardly utters any call-note, unless a cooing 
noise in its throat is mistaken for it, which resembles that 
of the pigeon. 

The food of the Great Bustard consists in vegetable 
matter, such as green com and seeds, rape seed in par- 
ticular; cabbages, and the leaves and stalks of many wild 
plants, clover, and also insects : these latter arc at all 
times the food of the young birds, but only during the 
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cxrrots aod beet-rool, for it makes hardly any use of its 
feet is xntduag tlie gmmd or tarning it. up. 

Abont tlie month of Febtuur the flocke of the Great 
Bustards dinile, and the fairda begin to pair, and cootestE 
take place amof^ the male birds : it is also about thit> 
time that the bi/ds aie more easily approached, or rather 
that they put themedvea (teqnently in danger by SyiBg in 
puisoit of one another in all directions, unheeding the vici- 
nity of trees or buildings. According to the seasoo, the 
biids are paired either in March or April. While the female 
deposits her eggs or sits on them, the male is only seca 
alone; but as soon as the young birds are a few weeks 
old, the male and female take charge of them together. 
The Great Bustard pairs at least for the season, if not for 
life. The female deposits only two eggs, and frequently 
only one young one comes to perfection. Owing to the 
very tender 1^ of the young birds when newly hatched, 
it is some weeks before they can run about much, so as 
in any way to keep pace with their parents. The tender 
Liffeetion of the mother towards her offspring, at that time, is 
very remarkable ; and, when approached, the parent acts pre- 
cisely in the same manner as the partridge does, by shuffl- 
ing along the ground until she considers the intruder for 
enough off, and then flies away : the young in the mean- 
time hide themselves from view as much as possible by 
sqtiatting close to the ground. 

The size of the Great Bustard is a protection against the 
attacks of most of the falcons. The eagles can obtain the 
umstcry of it, as a matter of course ; and the osprcy, the 
jer falcon, and, in some instances, the peregrine falcon, 
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yenture upon a battle witb it, the latter chiefly in hope of 
carrying off a young bird, which is, however, always strongly 
protected by the mother. The fox and weasel are very 
formidable enemies to the eggs and young. 

It requires large shot or a bullet to kill this bird, for the 
feathering of the Bustard is very strong, and the bones large 
and hard. 

The Oreat Bustard is the laigest of British birds, weighing 
as much as thirty pounds. 

The bill is dusky horn-colour; the legs bluish horn-colour ; 
iris hazel ; head and neck ash-coloured ; the upper parts of 
the feathering yellow ochre and rust-colour, barred with black 
as represented in the Plate ; greater wing-coverts pale ash- 
colour. The primary quill-feathers are black, the secon- 
daries and spurious winglet are white, the tertials rufous, 
barred with black ; the feathers of the tail are ochre-yellow, 
edged and tipped with white, with a broad black bar near the 
end. The tail is frequently carried erect, like that of the, 
turkey, with the feathers spread out like a fan. The legs are 
reticulated, the upper part of the toes scaled. The sides of 
the face, in the male, are ornamented with fringed, hairy 
feathers, that stand out like the whiskers of a cat. 

The female nearly resembles the male in the colours of her 
plumage, but is not whiskered. 

The young birds in nestling plumage are mottled with 
reddish-white and dusky. 

The egg figured 169 is that of the Great Bustard. 
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PLATE CLX. 

LITTLE BUSTARD. 

OTIS TETRAX. 

The Little Bustard is only an occasional and infrequent 
visitant in Great Britain ; and it is strange, that, although the 
bird is an inhabitant of wam^ regions than ours, the male 
bird has never been killed here in its summer plumage. The 
native residence of the Little Bustard is the south of Europe, 
Asia, and the northern parts of Africa. It occurs in the 
southern parts of Siberia and Tartary ; in the southern pro- 
vinces of Russia, Turkey, Greece, and Italy ; also in Spain 
and the south of France. 

It is very remarkable that the Little Bustard breeds inva- 
riably in the warmer climes, and yet one has scarcely evei 
been killed in Britain but during the winter, or late in the 
autumn. What inducement these birds could have had for 
visiting us at so unfavourable a season for food and climate, is 
not understood. It is possible that a continuance of strong 
winds from one quarter led the birds astray ; after which they 
have been glad to alight, and thus, by accident, specimens 
have been obtained. The favourite haunt of the Little 
Bustard is open grounds, either corn-fields or sandy downs 
and wastes. Like the great bustard, the present species 
avoids mountainous and wooded country : any standing crop 
of com, potatos, turnips, &c., serve to hide the bird from 
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view in the summer season ; and when danger comes upon the 
Little Bustard, in the shape of a roan or dog, it squats close 
to the ground, and there remains until it is past. 

The general appearance of the Little Bustard is in many 
respects like that of the former species, but, as its name 
announces, it is much smaller in size : it runs on the ground 
with the same bearing and with more agility. When the 
present species alights, it generally runs for several hundred 
yards along the ground in a straight line, which contributes 
much to its safety, and often procures its escape from the 
uninformed gunner, who is certain in his own mind of having 
kept his eye upon the very spot where the bird alighted. 
The Little Bustard runs also much faster than the Great 
Bustard, and, when a single bird is in a certain spot, it 
does not take wing so soon if it is pursued or approached by 
the enemy ; but, when a family or many of the species are 
congregated together, they no sooner see a person approach, 
but they take wing and fly quickly away, high in the 
air. 

The note of the male bird sounds like the syllable proot ! 
proot ! which is more frequently uttered during the night : 
the nestlings and young chirp like chickens. 

During the summer the Little Bustard feeds principally on 
insects and their larvse, such as large beetles, grasshoppers, 
ants and their eggs ; and also on the hearts of vegetable pro- 
ductions, such as cabbages, turnips, and young or green 
com. Water does not appear to be of much service either to 
the Great or Little Bustard. In the month of April the 
Little Bustards make arrangements for breeding, by resorting 
to their usual breeding-places, namely, level, dry, and well 
cultivated ground. The male bird is polygamous, and the 
proportionate number of hen birds is not only obviously 
larger than that of the other sex, but there are numberless col- 
lections of stuffed birds in Europe, where the male of the pre- 
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sent species is either wanting, or only appears in its imma- 
ture or winter plumage. The hen bird makes no nest, but 
scratches a hollow place under some thick foliage of weeds, 
or among long grasses, and deposits her eggs (three, four, or 
five) on the bare ground ; and as soon as the young are hatched 
they follow the mother in search of insects, and keep very 
dose in the standing com, where the male bird chiefly passes 
Lis solitary life during that time of the year. 

The Bustard figured in our Plate is the adult male in sum- 
mer plumage, in which it appears very different from its 
winter dress, and also from the feathering of the female at all 
seasons. The female has no black about the head, throat, or 
breast, nor any pendant or bushy feathering ; her head and 
neck are pencilled with black on the general buff ground 
colour that pervades all the upper parts of the feathering. 

The egg figured 160 is that of the Little Bustard. 
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PLATE CLXI. 

CRANE. 

GBU8 CINSBKA. 

Thb Cnme is an inhabitant of the <dd world, and dii- 
tributed all over Europe, with the exception of the most 
northern latitudes ; over most parts of Asia» and some pro- 
vinces of Africa. 

During the summer months the Crane fiequents the 
temperate climates; in wint^ it retires southward to tl^ 
tropic regions. In Europe the bird goes as fer north as 
Sweden, Finland, and the middle of Siberia. It also visits 
China, Hindostan, Persia, Arabia, Egypt, and Africa ; and 
is found at the Cape of Good Hope. The distribution of 
the Crane is very partial in Europe ; and in Great Britain 
it is one of the most rare occasional visitants ; whereas it 
is by no means an uncommon visitor in Poland, Prussia, 
central Russia, and some provinces of Sweden : in Holland 
it is only seen during very cold winters, on its migration. 
Many individuals pass the winter in Turkey and Greece, 
although the greater number retire beyond the Mediterranean. 

The chosen locality of the Crane is flat country and low- 
lands during the breeding time ; and except during the time 
of migration, which occurs twice a year, the Crane is only 
seen as a lonely bird, or at most with its mate ; but when 
migrating, these birds assemble in very large numbers, and 
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in the spring many thousands collect on the island of Rugen, 
awaiting favonrable weather to cross the Baltic, which pas- 
sage they perform in one night. In autumn the same may 
be observed on some islands in the Mediterranean, when 
the birds travel towards the south. Acccording to Mr. 
Drummond the Crane is very rare in Corfu, but occasionally 
seen there in the spring. 

It is remarkable how very punctually the Crane keeps to 
its time of autumnal migration, namely, within eight days 
during the month of October, being from the 12th till the 
20th of that month ; and still more curious is the fact of 
this bird having been observed, for many years in succession, 
to travel or pass over a certain spot, within a thousand yards 
right and left, without variation. The spot alluded to is 
a gentleman''s house, near a village in Thuringia. In the 
spring of the year the Crane arrives in Europe from the 
middle of March till the middle of April, according to the 
season being early or late. It is immaterial to the Crane 
whether it journeys by night or- day, although the middle 
of the day is apparently the time generally chosen by this 
bird to recruit its strength by rest and food, when on a long 
journey. It has already been observed that the Crane 
travels in great numbers, it is necessary to add that such 
a number as a thousand or more birds is divided into smaller 
groups of from twenty to sixty, and that each group is 
regularly headed by one of the larger birds, and flies in 
the form of a swallow-tail, and all the groups remain very 
close to each other. When the weather is fine, the Crane 
flies steadily along, but when a change in the weather is 
expected, the birds proceed at a very considerable rate, 
and generally all of the party making a regular clacking 
noise. 

Usually the Crane flies too high to be in danger of being 
killed by a common gun-shot. A very remarkable circum- 
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■luucc h;is lit-cD rrloled by two great coutmental omitliol 
(fists, DauiL-ly, BrcLstrin and Brehm, that the Crane is sure 
to be attnictc<l by a lire during tbc night, if a flock of these 
birds happens to be on the wiiig; and these gentletnec 
8p«ak of having witnessed a large fire in the village of 
Emstroda, in Thuringia, during wliieh a number of Cranes 
lowered on the wing with loud and constant cackling. Tke 
appcamnee of tliesc birds flying round and round the fire, 
relieved against the dark sky, and reddened by the refleetion 
from tlie flames of the fire, resembled notliing so much as 
evil spirits. It is also noticed by the same parties that 
Cranes never fly dae north or south, but ftequently east 
or west, and that the manner of their flight, as to posili< 
or rank and file, is very interesting to witness. 

The Crane resorts in summer to moist and spnBf 
woods, particularly alder plantations which border on cul- 
tivated lands, meadows which are partially inundated, or 
swamps wliere short herbage grows. In boggy morasses, 
where man cannot find a footing, the Crane enjoys to 
wade among the broken ground, and stumps of willows and 
alder, particularly during the breeding season. At the 
same time the birds resort frequently to com and pea fields, 
being particularly fond of peas. The Crane seldom perches 
in trees, or on buildings or rocks, but roosts invariably on 
tho ground, choosing for the purpose an open situation, 
as bare of trees and bushes as tan be found. When sueli 
a spot is selected, the bird flies at least for a quarter of an 
hour round and round, at the same time lowering itself 
and rcconnoitcring the place. The party when alighted 
stations sentinels in all directions, which never lail to give 
timely notice of tlie approach of danger. During the time 
that the Crane sleeps, its attitude is generally that of stand- 
ing on one leg, and drawing the other up close to its body ; 
and its head is then rested on its back, with the beak hii 
in the feathers. 
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The Crane is one of the most interesting of tlie feathered 
tribes ; its stature is very beautifully proportioned, yet mus- 
cular, and its manners and bearing intelligent and imposing. 
The motions of this bird are so very much more graceful 
than those of the storks and herons, that they can bear no 
oomparison. When the Crane walks about, it moves on in 
long strides and regular steps, and whether in slow or quick 
motion, is equally graceful. When on the wing, the Crane 
flies with beak, neck, and legs extended in a straight line, 
like the herons, but at times it circles round and elevates 
itself with much ease above the clouds, and out of sight. 

During fine weather it is no uncommon thing to sec a 
flock of Cranes soaring in the air and apparently exercising 
themselves. When on the ground, the Crane is at times 
sedate and pensive, and at other times very riotous and 
playful: under the last-mentioned influences, it runs about 
or jumps, hops or bows, like an actor rehearsing his part, 
and also plays ball with a stone or piece of stick, to the 
great amusement of the beholder. By nature the Crane is 
shy, and always on its guard, besides being exceedingly 
quick in avoiding danger: it is therefore natural that this 
bird lives generally to a great age. Its watchfulness in 
avoiding danger is sufficiently proved by the very rare 
occurrence of a sportglnan getting, under any circumstances, 
near enough to shoot a Crane, for it seems impossible to 
steal upon this bird, or to calculate upon its revisiting a 
certain spot twice, in order to lie in ambush for it. The 
tall stature of the Crane may aid it much in seeing any- 
thing approach ; and the precaution of the outposts or 
sentinels, when there is a party feeding or otherwise employed 
on the ground, entirely frustrates any intended surprise. 

Among themselves the Cranes are very sociable ; and, 
unless some jealousy arises during the breeding season, either 
for the possession of a place for breeding or for a mate, the 
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birds never quarrel among themselves, nor are they known 
to interfere with other species. The call-note of the Crane 
is a very loud, harsh, and peculiar sound, and is best de- 
scribed by comparing it to a trumpet sounding the . word 
curr or ooor, and this accounts for the birds being heard 
long before they are seen. The young birds of the year 
utter the word sheeb or weeb : when very young they chirp. 
When a great flock is on the wing the cry of these birds is 
consequently confused. 

The Crane moults from June till August. This species 
when in confinement, either brought up young from the nest 
or winged, is very easily tamed, and becomes soon attached 
to its keeper or to persons that it sees frequently. Under 
such circumstances, it must not be forgotten that the bird 
is strong, and dangerous if it is out of temper ; and the 
beak being powerful, as well as entirely at the command 
of its possessor, owing to its slender and pliable neck, is 
the weapon to be avoided. The before-mentioned con- 
tinental ornithologist, Brehm, relates some interesting par- 
ticulars of a pair of Cranes which he had procured when the 
birds were only a few days old. This pair of Cranes, a male 
and a female, became soon tame, attached themselves to their 
keeper, and came when called by their respective names. 
Their lodging was in the farm-yard, where they very soon 
took the lead, settled the quarrels of their companions, and 
punished the offenders according to circumstances. They 
exacted respect, and kept up their own dignity, ruling over 
bulls, cows, foals, &c., but declining at all times to interfere 
with the pigs. When their master walked out, they ac- 
companied him wherever he went ; and, as they were not 
sufficiently pinioned to prevent their flying, they sometimes 
remained out for the whole day, although they invariably 
returned home at night. When a flight of wild Cranes 
passed over, the two birds alluded to never showed so much 
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as a wish to follow them. Whenthe male met with an ac- 
cident in breaking his wing, the female behaved with the most 
sensible affection, never leaving her mate for a single instant 
while he was ill: nor would she allow any stranger to approach 
him, until he was able again to go about with her. Not 
long after the female met with an injury which ended 
fiBLtally. The male showed his grief in return, by going 
about and screaming most piteously, and trying to raise 
up his sister; and after her corpse was removed, the sur- 
vivor went to look for her in every comer of the house, 
ran up and down stairs, stopped at closed doors until 
they were opened to let him in, in order to satisfy 
his search. Not finding her any where, he left the 
fium-yard for two or three days, then again was found, 
quite disconsolate and dejected, in the grounds, and 
allowed himself to be driven into his stall, where he stayed 
for a length of time. When the bird became full grown, 
he continued to shew a wonderful share of cleverness, far 
beyond any other feathered species. 

For want of a companion this Crane attached himself 
to the bull of the farm-yard, which he accompanied wher- 
ever he went, marching beside the bull, or standing by 
when the animal grazed, and keeping off the flies. He fol- 
lowed him in and out 'of the stable, and when the bull did 
not make his appearance soon enough in the morning, the 
crane went to fetch his companion out. At times, when 
the bull stood still for some time in the meadow, the 
Crane would run a little in advance, and begin to chace 
iround about him for amusement ; then again he would turn 
suddenly back and come to meet him, bowing most pro- 
foundly : and this became a frequent amusement to the 
inhabitants of the village, through which the couple passed 
on their way home in the afternoon of a sunimer''s day. 

Some time after the Crane became as serviceable as a 



ISO 



alicphcrd's dog to the kine, and would not ullow a single 
animal to stray from the rest. When horses were being 
barneseed for the plough, or put to any earriagc, the 
Cmno placed himself before them, and made them stand 
qulut unti] the driver was on the box, or bad the reins in 
Kin hands. It was of no use for the horses to attempt to 
move on, for the bird punished them sorely with blows from 
hia bill, or, spreading out his wings, stopped the way. 
The greatest attachment was shewn by this Crane to the 
cook of the family, who was in the habit of feeding the bird ; 
and he made it a rule not to go to bed until she took him up 
under her arm, and conveyed him to his sleeping apartment. 
When any one insulted this Crane, the bird was unforgiving 
and revengeful in the extreme. One day, when the bird 
was in pursuit of some insects in a neighbouring garden, 
the owner of the garden gave him a blow with a stick, where- 
upon the bird defended himself most valiantly until a suc- 
cession of blows obliged him to retire. Soon after the Crane 
took his station on a bridge that led to the village, and which 
the person in question had to pass. The Crane maintained the 
ground, and at last pursued the enemy until he was obliged 
to take shelter in his house and shut the door. From that 
time the Crane remained the determined foe of his neigh- 
bour. The courage of the Crane in question was wonderftil, 
yet on one subject he was always accessible to fear, namely, 
he could not endure the sight of any black moving object, 
such as a black dog, cat, or crow, and his greatest enemy 
was the chimney-sweeper. 

The Crane feeds on vegetable productions of many sorts, 
and on insects. On its arrival in Europe, in the spring of the 
year, clover, young blades of grass, the leaves of mallows, 
chickweed, and nettles are greedily sought for; also barley, 
oata, and peas which are fresh sown, particularly the latter, 
of which he is very fond; this renders him very hurl 



I 



CBANB. 131 

to the fanners : and when the peas are in pod the Cranes 
bring their young broods to pea-fields as well for safety as 
for feeding on them. In the autumn, when insects become 
scarce, and most com and seeds are housed, the roots of 
water-plants form a substitute. The animal matter consumed 
by the Crane consists in worms, amphibious creatures, and 
ihe smaller reptiles, beetles, and cockchafers, grasshoppers, 
flies, &c. ; also cabbage maggots and their larvae, cater- 
pillars, snails, and slugs. The bird requires much water, and 
drinks very frequently. When in confinement the Crane is 
very easily fed with grain ; at times some boiled potatoes 
and other vegetables or meat ; and, for want of something 
better, this bird will perform the duty of the cat, by catching 
and devouring mice. 

Although the Crane is a rare visitant in Great Britain, it 
breeds not only frequently in the northern parts of the 
Continent, but may constantly be seen to do so in Mecklen- 
burg, Pommerania, Silesia, the neighbourhood of Witten- 
berg, the banks of the Oder in Prussia, and many other 
parts. In swamps where the alder and willow grows stunted, 
and where the ground is not frequented by men, owing to the 
unsafe footing, the Crane revisits its old haunt annually 
with its mate, unless a dry summer is expected ; then they do 
not make their appearance, as instinct seems to warn the 
birds that they are not safe from the intrusion of man. 

Cranes, when intending to build, arrive about the end 
of March or the beginning of April at their stations ; but 
the nest is not thought of before herbage and foliage are 
thickening, and it is then usually placed on an old stump, or 
elevated dry spot, as far from the edge of the water as 
convenient, and is composed of dry rushes, flags, and reeds, 
very inartificially put together, and two feet or more in 
width. The eggs are never more than two in number, and 
are incubated by both parents. The young are at first 
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covered with cinereous brown down; they remain for some 
days in the nest, and are fed by the parents from their own 
crops. 

Formerly, in the times of our early English authors, 
Cranes were not uncommon in this country, and Willoughby 
mentions that numerous flocks, during summer, were accus- 
tomed to visit the fens of Lincoln and Cambridgeshire ; but 
since his time the birds appear to have gradually forsaken 
these islands, in consequence, doubtless, of increasing cul- 
tivation, to which their shy and lonely habits render them 
much averse. At present, from time to time, a single 
straggler is shot. 

The length of the Crane is five feet, and its weight about 
ten pounds. Its beak, which measures four inches in length, 
is greenish yellow: the legs and feet are grey; the iris 
red. The forehead is blackish; the hinder part of the 
head naked and red, the nape ash-coloured. The sides of 
the head and neck are dull white ; the throat and fore 
part of the neck are dark ash-colour ; the breast and most 
of the other parts of tlie body fine bluish grey. Many of 
the feathers upon the wing are marked with black along 
the shafts, especially the beautiful tertial feathers whicli 
overhang the tail, and form the chief ornament of this 
elegant bird ; the quill feathers of the wings and their 
greater coverts are also black. 

The female differs little in plumage from the male, but 
immature birds have their feathers clouded with duskv 
brown. 

The i^gg figured 161 is that of the Crane. 
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PLATE CLXII. 

GREAT WHITE HERON. 

ARDEA ALBA. 

The Great White Heron is an occasional visitant in 
Great Britian, by no means a frequent one, but more so 
than has for some time been allowed. Its natural habitat is 
Asia and the eastern parts of Europe : in Turkey, Greece, 
and the Grecian islands the bird is well known, from whence 
it travels as far as Hungary during its periodical migrations, 
arriving in April, and remaining till September. The mi- 
gratory journeys are performed in the daytime, at a great 
elevation, by two to four birds in number. 

The locality chosen by the Great White Heron is the 
same as that of the common lieron of our country, namely 
borders of rivers, small lakes and ponds, as well as mo- 
rasses, and during the spring of the year the vicinity of 
lofty trees, being frequently seen to perch on the top 
branches in order to rest itself. 

. The (Jreat White Heron prefers still, clear water with 
A muddy bottom, to rapid streams and a sandy bottom ; 
md in such situations it may be seen to wade stealthily in 
search of food. 

• The general appearance of the Great White Heron is 
very beautiful, owing to its brilliant white plumage, parti- 
cularly when contrasted against a dark sky, or the rich 
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venture of a meadow, or a dark lake or pond. Its lar;ger 
size distinguishes it at once irom all the other herons, for 
which reason it is placed at the head of the list of its &mily. 
The present species is not so shy as the common heron, 
dthough the binl may be said to be on its guard and diffi- 
cult enough to shoot, since it rises on the wing if any one 
approaches nearer than a hundred or a hundred and fifly 
yanls. 

The Great White Heron is rather sociable among its 
own species, and naturally frequents the same bogs and 
waters where other herons are also looking for food; but, 
beyond that, it never flies in their company, nor notices or 
cares for them any further. 

The only call-note or noise uttered to our knowledge by 
the present species, is a syllable not very loud, sonnding 
like rah ! 

In Sclavonia the young of the Great White Heron are 
brought up among other birds in the poultry-yard, and 
become as domesticated as the common heron and the 
stork ; they live for many years, and are very ornamental 
and clcanlv birds. 

The food of the Great White Heron consists, for the 
most part, in fish, frogs, and water insects; also worms, 
small reptiles, young fowls, and other small birds. 

During the breeding time, the nests of the Great White 
Herons are built in trees, like those of the common herons of 
our country, and in numbers, like rooks\ in one and the same 
tree. The nest is composed of dry sticks, heightened by dry 
stalks of reeds and rushes, and lined with leaves of divers 
descriptions : in it the female deposits her three or four 
eggs, as figured in our Plate. During the time of incubation 
the male carries food to its mate until she has finished her 
task, and the young are fed by both parents as long as 
such care is requisite. 
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The adult male of the Great White Heron measures from 
the beak to the extremity of the tail about three feet six 
inches. The beak is black except at the base, where it 
has a little yellow. The legs are black, with a strong 
transparency of flesh red; the iris bright yellow: the lore 
is greenish ; the gape yellow. The whole of the feathering 
is white ; the feathers on the top of the head are rather 
elongated and bushy towards the back of the head, but the 
present species has no pendant feathers in the nape : the 
feathers on the rump are very loose and long, hanging over 
that part, and hiding the tail from above. 

The egg figured 162 is that of the Great White Heron. 
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PLATE CLXIII. 

LITTLE EGRET. 

ARDEA OARZETTA. 

The Little Egret is of very rare occurrence in the British 
isles at present, although it was formerly rather plentiful, ac- 
cording to Latham and other early authors. The geogra« 
phical distribution of this species, however, exceeds that of 
the great white heron. In Europe the Little Egret inhabits 
principally the borders of the Black Sea, Turkey, Greece, 
and Italy ; it is also found in Sicily and the south of France. 
In parts of Africa it is met with, namely, in Egypt, Nubia, 
and Senegal ; also in the southern provinces of Russia. In 
Hungary is a certain swampy ground, intersected by ponds 
and rivulets, where not only the Little Egret but innumerable 
vaders of diflPerent descriptions are found congregated. 

The localities usually chosen by this species are generally 
the swampy banks of rivers and lakes, where the flags and 
reeds are of low growth, in the vicinity of woods and large 
trees, in which the birds roost at night. 

The general appearance of the Little Egret is very elegant, 
not only in consequence of its diminutive size and pure white 
feathering, but in its bearing and movements, which are by 
far more graceful than those of the other members of the 
heron family. On the wing the Little Egret is rather quicker 
in flight than the larger species, but in windy weather it is 
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rrrj helpleas, and ie obliged to skim low over the bushes il 
rteds, on ita paasttge from one piece of water to another. Bnt 
when the weather ia fine, this bird may be Been, if startled up 
hy intrusion of any kind, circling up high in the air, as if eui- 
Teying the neighbourhood before it finally decides upon its 



The present species may very eas'dy be kept in the poultry- 
yard, provided a young indlTidual ia chosen for that purpose. 
When thus domesticated it is observed that the actions of 
this little species are .very elegant and its manners amiable. 
When compared with the common heron or the stork, the 
graceful movements of this beautiful and slender creature 
are very remarkable. In captivity, however, it never be- 
comes very tame or confiding, but it is gentle and free &otn 
malice. 

The food of this little heron consists of fish and aquatic 
reptiles, such as frogs and their spawn, water-insects and their 
larvte, worms, SiC. The manner in which it obtains its food 
is by walking stealthily along the shore in a stooping attitude, 
with its head drawn back : as soon as it perceives a desirable 
object, the Egret darts its pointed bill like lightning upon it, 
and seldom fails to obtain its prey. 

In the spring of the year the Egret builds its nest on the 
crown of a willow stump, or the sweeping bough of a spread- 
ing tree, or on the ground : its elevation above the ground, 
when in a tree, rarely exceeds six or seven feet, thereby never 
interfering with the nests of other herons. The fabric is con- 
structed in the same manner as that of others of its tribe ; the 
materials of which it consists are a layer of sticks, or stalks of 
rushes, the inner side of the leaves of flags, reeds, and grass, 
S:c. The eggs are generally four or five in number, and in 
size not exceeding those of the common teal, of a pale bluish- 
green colour, as represented in our Plate. 

The entire length of the Little Egret is twenty-t 
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twenty-three inches. The beak is three inches and three- 
quarters long, eight lines deep at the base, and six lines 
broad. The colour of the beak is bluish-black, the base of 
the under mandible pale ash-colour, and the lore and eyelid 
pale green : the iris is gamboge-yellow. The tarsi are bright 
black, the feet greenish-yellow, the daws dusky. The entire 
plumage of the Little Egret is white, without spot or tinge. 
The feathers of the breast are long, narrow, and pendant ; 
those of the occiput lengthened to form a crest; and the 
back is ornamented by loosely-divided plumes, which fall over 
and conceal the wings and tail. In young birds these orna- 
mental feathers do not appear. 

The egg figured 163 is that of the Little Egret. 
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Tm Boon i* not only & well-kuuwn bird in Britain, but 
met with iv moat parts of the globe, except tbc most Dorthem 
eonntriea, known under the denomination of Arctic regions. 
Thiongliont Europe the Heron is found in low, marshy, and 
wooded districts in the vicinity of ilvere and lakes. Many 
Herons remun with us the whole year, theii numbers being 
increased from time to time t^y visitors from abroad, when 
severe frosts drive them southw&rd from Norway or Sweden : 
but the greater number of Herons pass the winter in the 
southern parts of Europe, and on the opposite coast of the 
Mediterranean, to which retreat the birds migrate in Septem- 
ber and October, and return from thence northward again in 
March and April. Herons do not migrate in silence, for, 
whether they fly high or low, they continually utter their harsh, 
unmelodious note, resembling the word craigh uttered in 
a lengthened manner with cracked and high-pitched voices. 
They generally travel in pairs. 

The locality preferred by the Heron is near the pure 
and clear water of rivers and running streams, as much free 
from flags and needs as can he found, as in such still, retired 
spots the birds can best pursue profitably their vocation, 
in obtaining the food most suitable to their tastes and 
habits. 
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The general appearance of the Heron when on the ground 
is rather ungainly and awkward, but it occaaionally may be 
seen standing in a becoming position ; and there is a simple 
unpretending beauty in the colouring of its plumage, and in 
the distribution and diversified texture of its ornamental 
feathers. When winged, or brought to the ground by some 
casualty, the Heron defends itself most vigorously, in which 
case it is dangerous for a sportsman to approach it unprepared, 
for the blows and stabs of its powerful beak are not to be 
trifled with ; and the habit of darting its beak at a swimming 
fish or reptile teaches it to take an unerring aim ; thus the 
eyes of the Heron's opponent are endangered. We know 
more than one instance of a boy having been thus blinded by 
a Heron ia the shooting season, while in the act of picking up 
a wounded bird. When in the air they strike also with their 
feet : this they will do when they are shot at without being 

hit. 

The Heron is very adroit at stealing upon its unsuspecting 
prey, as we have frequently observed during the spring of the 
year, when it has a young brood to supply. One morning, 
very early, we saw a Heron take a fine trout from the 
Thames, near Shepperton, in Middlesex : it dropped it twice 
on the shingle and pieked it up agnin, the fish struggling so 
violently in the air as nearly to upset its captor ; it was, how- 
ever, finally borne in safety to a lofty tree in Oatlands Park, 
where there is a heronry. As we stood watching from 
behind some willow boughs, we had a good view of the bird 
and fish, and much lamented that the trout did not com' 
our share, as the fish could not have weighed less than four 
pounds. Us choosing so large a fish was probably in con- 
sequence of its having young ones to feed, as, although suffi- 
dently voracious, these birds usually content themselves with 
fish of lesser dimensions. 

The Heron is a very shy and watchful bird, and its quick 
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iiight enables it ^nerally In keep out of diinger. It i 
remarkable how alarmed Herone are during storms of thunder 
and iiglitning, starting &t every flash, and tumbling about as 
if winged. During rainy weather these birds appear very 
dejected, and sit in the most drooping attitudes imaginable : 
they appear to siifler also from frost and cold. 

The food of the Heron consists ehiefly of fish and reptiles ; 
and the manner in which it obtains the former is by carefully 
wading in shallow water with alow and perfectly noiseless 
steps, the head laid on its back, or bent forwards in a hori- 
zontal line, ready to dart its beak with the most incredible 
precision at some fish that has come within its reach ; and it 
is a very rare occurrence that the Heron misses its mark : it 
is observable that every fish is swallowed head foremost. 
Besides fish, the Heron feeds also on young water-fowl, 
birds, young chickens, mice, &c. 

In consequence of the diversity of food suitable to 
Heron's taste, it is not difficult to keep one of this species in 
confinement ; but the bird is neither useful nor engaging, and 
no one but a naturalist thinks of making the attempt of 
taming an old bird, or bringing up a young one. 

There arc so many heronries in different parts of Britain. 
that the fact of their breeding in this country is sufficiently 
established : the localities chosen for nidification are 
strong top branches of lofty trees, where many nests are 
rally found in a small compass, namely, spreading over 
trees. It is remarkable that these shy birds 
tenacious of their accustomed breeding-places, that it 
matter of great difficulty to make them forsake a spot where 
they have once taken possession. It is necessary that water 
well stocked with fish should be near them, or at least within 
reach of the heronry, although there are instances of the 
Heron building at the distance of several miles from any river 
or lake ; under such circumstances, young broods of domi 
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fowls, and small birds, are much in danger of being made free 
with. 

About the month of April the Heron begins to lookrfor its 
last yearns haunt, and sets about repairing some old nest, 
which, when completed, measures from two to three feet in 
width, and is composed of sticks and twigs, very carelessly 
heaped one upon another, and finally lined with softer mate- 
rials, such as wool, hair, dry flags, and straws ; and by the 
end of April three or four eggs are deposited : these are 
hatched in about three weeks by the female bird, while her 
mate constantly feeds her during the time of incubation ; and 
this accounts for the constant fljdng to and from the heronry 
at this time of the year. The young are unsightly, helpless 
creatures, but grow very fast, and are carefolly waited upon 
by the parent birds. After the breeding-season the heronry 
is left by all the birds, except a few adult individuals, who 
continue to make it their roosting-place. 

The Heron measures about three feet and a half from the 
tip of the beak to the extremity of the tail. The beak 
measures four inches and a half, from the tip to the feathers 
on the forehead, and nearly seven inches to the gape. The 
edges of both mandibles are very acute, the lower fitting with 
great accuracy within the upper, and both are sharply serrated 
or toothed, the teeth or serratures inclining towards the bird^s 
swallow, by which construction the escape of the most 
slippery prey is rendered nearly impossible when once 
captured. 

The simple colours of black, white, and grey, that adorn 
this bird, are elegantly disposed in the following manner :— 
The forehead, crown, and sides of the face are white, as are 
also the throat, breast, thighs, and some of the under parts ; 
the long plumes that spring from the crown of the head are 
l>lack, as well as the flanks and sides of the breast : the quill- 
feathers of the wings and tail are deep ash-colour, the rest of 
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' tag silver gtay ; tlic middle of tlic back tlie a&me, and 
! long rkcuniiimivil feathera of the scapulars nearly white. The 
mud fan of the novk u oJbo pearl grey ; the sides of the neck 
id breut tliglitly tinged with flcsh-calour : the front of the 
neck and breul urr ornamented by a double row of blackiah 
oblong spot*. The eyes arc yellow ; the lore green : from the 
convex of the eye rises a etreak of black, which rune towards 
the crown, where it unites with the crest. The beak is 
oranjre at the bdnu, yellow tnwards the tip. The legs Euui 
feet arc grecniah-brown, the naked part above the knee 
orange. 

The eggs of this species are four or five in number, and are 
iu colour pale grcon, without polish, as represented in the 
Plate (fig. 164). 
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ORALLATORE& ARDEID.E. 



PLATE CLXV. 

PURPLE HERON. 

ARDEA PURPUBEA. 

The Purple Heron is an occasional visitant in Great 
Britain, and has been captured more frequently of late years, 
since the taste of the public has led to making collections of 
stuffed specimens of British Birds. The proper residence of 
the Purple Heron in Europe is the south and south-east, 
from the Black Sea throughout Turkey, Greece, Italy, 
Hungary, Germany, France, Switzerland, and Holland, from 
whence it naturally comes over to us. In Asia it is more 
frequent still, even as far north as the southern parts of 
Siberia, but increasing in number as the countries approach 
the south. It is also met with at the Cape of Good Hope 
and in India. 

The habits of the Purple Heron differ from those of the 
common Heron, inasmuch as it is never seen along the banks of 
rivers where the water is open and runs freely along, but among 
high flags and rushes, by sluggish, muddy streams, and the 
shallow, swampy banks covered by aquatic vegetation, that 
encircle lakes and ponds ; hence it is that the borders of the 
Black and Caspian Seas harbour it plentifully. 

The Purple Heron is rarely seen at any distance, owing 
to its habit of hiding continually among the long herbage and 
stumps of trees ; and in such places it must be looked for by the 
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i>{H>rUiii)iui or urtiithologiBt, if he wishes to obtain a &peclineii. 
It is remarkable how this bird often prccipitateB iUeJf out of 
its hidiDg-placc from beliind some stump or water-plant ; for, 
like many other birds that are fond of hiding, it thinks ilself 
secure until a nervous feeling makea it run into imminecl 
danger by discovering itself when any person comes near. 
When speaking of the tall water-plants among which the 
Purple Heron resides, it is necessary to add that those parts 
only are frequented where these plants are thinly distributed 
over the surface, among which the bird can move about in 
search of food. 

The general appearance of this species is smaller than the 
common heron, and by far more slender, but by no meaus 
more elegant, whieh we were surprised to find on watcliing tlit 
movements of this so beautifully feathered bird. The attitudes 
sometimes assumed liy the Purple Heron are fiir from eleganl ; 
as, for instance, it will sit for hours together at rest, with its 
neck stretched out in a straight line, just as if the whole birf 
had been strung on a stick or fishing-rod. We are convinced 
that these attitudes are of service to the creature in order to 
save it from detection, but they are at least not pleasing tu 
the eye of the beholder. In its walk the Purple Heron is 
rather more active than the common species, and on t 
wing it moves with more swiftness and e 

This heron is a solitary bird, keeping generally to su 
favourite spot ; and during windy weather it rarely flies about: 
its disposition is more friendly than the former, and far less 
spiteful. When the present species has made choice of some 
spot for a residence, it remains in it the greater part of t 
day, and only leaves it early in the morning or late j 
night. 

The note of this species is much like that of the common 
heron, but much weaker and rounder in its sound ; it only 
utters it when on the wing, and then only occasionally. 



bout: 

c less 
som e 

imon 
only 



PURPLK HBBON. 147 

brought up ftom the nest this species does very well in con* 
finement, although its pointed bill is very dangerous to the 
eyes of its companions. 

The food of the Puiple Heron is much the same as that 
on which the common heron subsists, namely, fish, and rep- 
tilts, and water-insects ; the number of small fishes found in 
its stomach is frequently half a hundred, consequently the 
haToc among the finny tribes in a given space must be won- 
derfully large. The reproduction of the present species is 
carried on in the same locality where the birds chiefly reside ; 
and the nest is placed among thick rushes on the ground, 
among long grass, a few yards distant from the water. Al- 
though each pair builds separate from others of its species, it 
is no rare occurrence to find two or three or more nests in a 
suitable place. The structure itself consists mostly of dried 
stalks of flags, intermixed with some fine dry twigs, and 
lined with softer materials, such as grass, straw, wool, or 
any other convenient substance. The shape of the nest is 
very flat and broad, and might hold a larger family than it is 
required to contain. The female deposits her three or four 
egg8 in the nest, and the young are careMly attended by 
the parents until they are ready to provide for them- 
selves. 

The entire length of the Purple Heron is nearly three feet 
from beak to tail. The beak is yellow, with a brown ridge 
on the top of the upper mandible ; the lore greenish-yellow ; 
iris orange-yellow. The feathers on the top of the head are 
black, some reflected with green : a black line runs down the 
back of the neck, and another from the posterior angle of the 
mouth down the sides of the neck, for more than half its 
length ; the firont of the neck is streaked with black, white, 
and purplish-red. The feathers of the lower part of the neck 
are acuminated and long, of a pale grey, white, and purple 
colour intermixed ; the cheeks and neck are rich reddish-brown. 
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QRALLA TORES. A RDEIDjE. 



PLATE CLXVL 

BUPF-BACKED HERON. 

ARDBA RUSSATA. 

This rare visitant in Great Britain is an inhabitant of Asia 

*Dd Africa ; it is found during some parts of the year in the 

n»08t southern parts of Europe, which border the Mediterra- 

^^, but not in any numbers; and its habits are still 

^known. The only British killed specimen is in the 

British Museum, and is in immature plumage ; it was killed 

^ Devonshire in 1 805, according to Montagu. Temminck 

^fonns us that this species is common in India and Japan, 

^ of which proves the Buff-backed Heron to be indigenous 

^^ the warmer parts of the world. 

'Hie measurements, which we have taken ftt>m the specimen 
^ the British Museum, are as follows : — From the tip of the 
*^ to the extremity of the tail, twenty inches ; the beak, 
**o inches along the upper ridge. The legs are nearly three 
^es and a half long; the unfeathered part above the 
bee, one inch and three lines ; the middle toe, two inches 
•fl three-quarters : the wing, from the carpus to the tip, ten 
Mies. 

The plumage is white, with the exception of the feathers on 
the head, which are saffron-yellow ; the throat, front of the 
Beck, and breast gold-yellow. The flowing ornamental 
feathers of the back, ochre-yellow. The beak is ochre- 
yellow, darkest at the tip ; the lore yellow, and the iris 
gamboge-yellow. The legs are olivaceous black ; claws dusky. 

VOL. IV. M 
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OHAU^TOItSS. 



PLATE CLXVII. 

SQUACCO HERON. 

ABDKA RALLOIDBS. 

Tnz Sqnacco Heron has been captured and killed if 
Britain in seveml inatances, Eiccording to the statement o 
various ornithologists, although the Epeciea belongs to narme 
climes. Its chief residence is Asia and Africa; in the 
vicinity of the Caspian and Black Sea, Persia, Syria, and 
Arabia; in Africa, throughout Egypt and Nubian and in tht 
south of Europe, such as Turkey, Greece, Italy, and Sicily, 
the south of France and Spain. Now and then the Squaccc 
Heron visits Switzerland, Silesia, central Germany, and 
Holland, but not further north. The usual periods of migrs' 
tion of the present species are April and September ; durin| 
which time the birds are seen in tolerable numbers travelling 
togetlier, although they frequently migrate in pairs. 

The chosen locality of the Squacco Heron is in broker 
swampy ground, along the borders of lakes, rivers, and ponde 
where it can meet with aquatic plants and osier stumps, &c. 
f but not where the rushes and flags are formed into eitensivi 

I plantations, or, as it is called, " beds." This species is no 

L entirely attached to cover of any sort, for it may not unfre 

■ quently be seen during the day to stalk about in grea 

I numbers on the banks of the rivers and lakes in Hungary, i 

I company with hundreds of other waders, in search of food fo 
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its own subsistence and tliat of its young brood. In SeUvooui 
there is hardly a herd of swine without one or more of the 
Squacco Herons being of the party : it also associates with 
cows and sheep, whidi shews that the bird must be partial to 
cattle* It is said at times to be seen perched in a tree, pai> 
ticularly in the q>ring of the year. The present species has 
also the character of frequently roosting or sleeping during the 
day in an open situation, or at most hidden behind a willow 
stump or busL 

When the Squacco Heron stands at rest, its figure or 
attitude denotes its species at a glance, in consequence of its 
body being in a perpendicular position, its long neck shortened, 
and its beak &cing the wind ; while the elongated feathers are 
giaceildly waving in the air. The motion or walk of the 
Squacco Heron on the ground is not rapid, but more 
active than that of all others of its family ; and yet in pursuit 
of its prey it proceeds in the same stealthy manner. 

The flight of the Squacco Heron is not quick, but noiseless 
and light ; the head and neck of the bird are drawn close to 
the body, and the small cream-wLite wings beat the air with 
much regularity : the legs are extended out behind, like those 
of all herons. 

The Squacco Heron is not a shy bird, and is among its 
own tribe very sociable and peaceable. The only note 
uttered by this bird sounds like the word carr or charr^ 
which it only once repeats when frightened, or when it takes 
wing, although this it does very frequently without making 
any attempt at calling out. 

Provided the Squacco Heron is taken from the nest, it 
becomes a very pleasing bird in a poultry-yard, on account 
of its beautiful plumage and harmless demeanour. 

The Squacco Heron feeds principally on fish and &ogs of 

small size, frog spawn, and water-beetles. Like others of its 

family, this species stalks noiselessly through bogs, for the 
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j>uq>oBc of obUining iu food, where it generally finds 
abiinilancc. 

Il has brcn sUtcd before that the Squacco Heron h fond 
of the company of large droves of svine that are kept in 
Hungary; and this may be accounted for, because the swine, 
lying about certain Ewampy placcE during hot weaUier, 
make holes in the soft soil, therein fish of small di- 
mensions remain lodged during the rise and fall of the 
neighbouring waters, and to Buch places the Heron resorts and 
obtains its finny prey with more ease, as the receding waters 
have natmnlly left behind many a fish. The present species only 
goes in search of food during the day-tlmc, in which it differs 
materially &om the bitterns. It does not appear to hide 
itself at any time irom fear, but when the wind blows strong 
it seeks for shelter, in order to preserve the silky omamenlal 
feathers of the head, neck, breast, and back, from damage. 

Many particulars of the history of the Squacco Herou re- 
main still uninvestigated, in consequence of the want of due 
encouragement to obtain the necessary particulars ; hence 
their manners during the breeding-time, and the colour of 
their eggs, remain unknown. 

In some parts of the continent of Europe they certainly 
do breed, but the residents of those parts are either too 
indifferent on the subject, or the stricter laws of those 
countries prevent any individual from carrying a gun, or 
trespassing on the limits where the reproduction of the species 
takes place. It is to be hoped that we shall have this 
matter at some time investigated, when we shall probably 
learn that the nest is placed on the ground, or on the re- 
mains of last year's flags, because the young birds of the 
species that have been captured have been always found on 
the ground. The most probable locality for the nest and 
eggs is in Hungary, on some of the swampy islands of the 
Danube. 



8QUA0CO HxmoN. 158 

Hie entile length of the Squacco Heron is seventeen 
inches : beak two inches six lines from the forehead to the 
tip ; tarsus two inches ; unfeatheied part of the tibia nearly 
one inch ; middle toe, including the daw, two inches seven 
lines ; tail three indies ; wing from the carpus to the tip 
nearly nine inches. 

The feathering of the forehead and crown is yellow streaked 
with black. A pendant crest fidls from the occiput, of 
eight or ten long and narrow white feathers edged with 
black. The throat is white ; the neck, breast, upper 
part of the back, and scapulars pale orange cream-colour ; 
middle and lower part of the back ferruginous chestnut ; 
(tliese feathers are tinged with purple, and are long and loose, 
teaching almost to the tip of the tail ;) the rest of the 
plumage white. The beak is bluish green, with a black tip ; 
lore and orbits greenish ; iris yellow ; legs and feet are oil 
yellow, tinged with bluish green. 
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Thi Bitten i» b very well-known species in Great Britein, 
•nd it fonitd in moat parts of the temperate zones : in 
Eun^ it ii moit plentiful in the countries of Turkey and 
Greeeei in GUiciat Hungary, Italy, and Spain ; it is com- 
moB IB FnneSi •ail frequent in Holland. The bird remaiiu 
•(HoetimM tluodgji the winter with us ; but this is not oft» 
the case, and we consider it therefore as a migmtory apeciei 
retiring southward in September and October, and returning 
to us in March and April. It appears as if the Bittern 
migrates singly, and generally during the night, for its well- 
known call-note may frequently be heard on a still autumn 
evening, and sufficiently repeated to enable the hearer to 
judge in what direction the bird travels, and whether there is 
more than one on the wing. 

The places to which the Bittern generally resorts are ex- 
tensive swamps, covered with water plants of the larger kinds, 
Vor osier plantations, provided they are not much frequented 
by mankind. It happens very rarely that the Bittern is seen 
in any open spot, so as to be exposed to view, bat the taUer 
flags and rushes are its &vourite haunts, among which it 
stands, squats, or walks about. Although the Bittern may 
prefer bogs to dry land, we know of several instances where 
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the biid has been seen at a distance from either water or bog. 
One of these was the specimen from which our drawing was 
made, which was shot- in Borwood Common, near Walton, in 
Surrey : this spot or waste is covered with iurze-bushes and 
heath-plants. This specimen is in the collection of John 
Fletcher, Esq., of Ruxley Lodge. 

That the Bittern has often been the unconscious hero of a 
ghost story we think very probable, as no bird is better 
calculated to perform the part, and the scene of a village 
ghost tale is generally some lonely bog or marsh : we know a 
case in point. Three little boys went down, one evenmg, to 
a bank-side, where they had previously found a bird^s nest 
containing eggs, of whose species they were ignorant ; and 
they hoped, by surprising the little bird on her nest, to 
ascertain what they were. It was a dark evening in May. 
When they had stealthily reached the spot, and one of the 
little fellows was carefully stretching out his hand to seize the 
prize, they were startled by the appearance of a black object 
close before them : as they gazed for a moment upon it in 
much trepidation, it suddenly turned white with a rustling 
noise, and growing taller and taller, vanished from their sight. 
Their alarm was so excessive, that, forgetting the object of 
their visit to this lonely spot, they took to their heels, and 
rushed towards home with the greatest precipitation ; and when 
arrived within the friendly shelter of the kitchen, neither of 
them could tell by which gate they had entered the garden, 
nor how they had avoided the pools and broken banks by 
which their road was intersected ! One thing alone they 
were all certain of — they had seen a ghost ! On returning to 
the spot the next morning, the footstepss of a Bittern were 
found perfectly imprinted in the clayey soil. 

The Bittern rarely perches in a tree, unless its arrival with 
us in the spring takes place before the water plants have 
grown tall enough for shelter, in which case it is obliged to 



lie satUfied with the shellei tluL treei afford, the head of a 
pollard tree being coDTeoient for that purpose. 

The colouring of the BitterD's fcathera, and its habit of 
standing imfflOTcably still when any person approaches the 
spot where the bird happens to be, aid it very much in hiding 
from or deceiving the cncmjr ; and all contribute to make the 
Bittern appear to be nothing but a dead rush or flag; and 
the Eoft feathers also blow about in the roost wayward shapes. 
The position in which the Bittern usually passes the day- 
time among the flags is very unbecoming : the bird siU 
S4uatted on its haunches, with the body erect, the neck, 
head, and beak pointing straight up in the air ; and when any 
person walks round the spot where the bird sits, it generally 
turns itself on its haunches or feet, so as to face the enemy 
continually, but no other part is moved in the leoBt 
degree ; ibus it allows the intruder to approach very near 
before it takes wing. 

The manner in which the Bittern moves its long neck 
is very remarkable : owing to the profusion of loose feathers 
all down the neck, it is not visible bow the long neck is 
folded up in drawing it close to the body and extending it 
again immediately. When the neck ia drawn close to the 
body, and the head and beak lie in a horizontal line on itt 
back, the whole bird looks a clumsy thick lump of fea- 
thers, and it may well startle any one who has never met 
with a Bittern in a wild state, to see it lengthen itself on a 
sudden when in the act of flying up. The attitude in which 
the Bittern shews itself to the most advantage is when it 
is in a passion, or under great excitement from fear ; under 
such circumstances it faces the danger with half-open wings, 
and holds the tip of the beak in readiness for the onset, 
while the loose plumage of the neck is raised, and the head 
feathers erected so as to form a perfect circular crest. The 
eyes of its opponent, whether man or beast, are t 
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usual aim. When the Bittern happens to be winged, it 
thiowB itself on its back and defends itself with its strong 
feet. 

The Bittern walks very slowly and with much caution, 
not only in search of food but also for the purpose of con- 
sidering the sur&ce and depth of the water or soft mud. 

The flight of the Bittern resembles that of the owl, in 
its arched wings and noiseless progress. 

It is very remarkable how the Bittern disentangles itself 
from among the strong thick rushes, so as to gain room to 
open its wings. The way in which this is managed is by 
grasping the rushes with its long toes, and thus climbing to the 
more pliable foliage of the plantation. The practised sports- 
man can always hear the crashing of the rushes before the 
Bittern appears in sight above them, when it is also neces- 
sary that he take his aim and fire directly, because the bird 
throws itself very soon again among the rushes at a little dis- 
tance, when it is no easy matter to make it flush a second 
time. The Bittern is at all times careful to avoid exposing 
itself to the view of men, and knows too well that its safest 
retreat is among the rushes that grow tall and thick, from 
whence it is a difficult matter to scare it away, for the ground 
or bottom of these situations only admits dogs to hunt over 
it, when the Bittern has the advantage of mounting out of 
the dog^s reach by climbing the rushes. During the day- 
time the Bittern does not shew itself of free will. 

The nature of the Bittern is spiteful and unsociable, not 
only to other species, but to its own, in consequence of which 
more than one pair is seldom found in the same swamp, unless 
it is of very great extent. The adult male Bittern is noto- 
rious for its inexplicable call-note during the breeding- 
time ; it is only to be compared to the bellowing of a bull at 
a distance, and can not be described in a better manner than 
by expressing the words u-proomb ; and this is repeated very 



often in a alow uil lengthened atnin, and Itu a very unplea- 
nnt louad. ^Vllen the Bittern flies it utters tiie hanh 
croftkiiig call ot craic, craw, but only during the night. 

It is a fruitless tttcmpt to tame a Bittern, whethei cap- 
tured old or young; although, willi great care, a bird obtained 
young may live for a Tew years in confinement. 

The Bittern feeds in a natural etate principally on Gsh, 
frogs, beetles, mice, and young water-fowl, and also on amall 
birds that come within its reach. Among other prey the Bit- 
tern consumes numbers of leeches, snakes, and worms. 

The Bittern breeds among the rushes and deposits from 
three to five eggs in a nest that is placed upon dry rushes 
a little above the ground, or above the surface of the water. 
The female only attends to the incubation, while the male 
waits upon her and carries her food, and regales her witli 
his awkward notes. The young brood do not require the 
aid of the parents long, and, as soon as they are able to take 
cnrc of themselves, the pitrent birds leave the spot where tlie 
yoimg were batched, and the young disappear soon after, and 
each bird takes appiirently its own road, Tuost probably south- 
ward. 

The Bittern measiu'es about thirty inches in length ; the 
wing, from the carpus to the tip, about thirteen inches and 
three-quarters ; the tail nearly five inches ; the beak mea- 
sures three inches from the forehead to the tip. The legs 
arc thick and short in proportion, the toes very pliable ; the 
tarsi four inches long ; the middle toe four inches and three- 
quarters, including the long claw. 

The colouring of the feathers is as follows : — Top of the head 
black, with green reflections ; the entire plumage ochre and 
sienna yellow, with the exception of the chin, which is white. 
The feathers of the head, neck, back, rump, and tail are 
most beautifully pencilled with black ; the sides of the neck 
and under parts spotted with the same colour ; the centres of 
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most of the feathers of Uie upper parts are stained with rust- 
colour, stron^t on the out^ webs of the primaries. The 
beak is yellow horn-colour; the orbits and lore greenish; 
the iris yellow ; the legs grass green, the claws horn-colour. 
The male and female are much alike : the young nestlings 
are at first covered with an orange yellow down. 
The egg figured 168 is that of the Bittern. 
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ORALLA TORES, A RDEID.E. 



PLATE CLXIX. 

LITTLE BITTERN. 

ARDEA MINUTA. 

The Little Bittern is an occasional visitant in England, 
most probably coming to us from Holland, where it more 
frequently occurs than in other parts of Europe under the 
same latitude. This bird belongs, in fact, to the south and 
south-eastern countries of this quarter of the globe, such as 
Turkey, Greece, the south of France, Spain, &c. In Asia 
it is plentifully distributed over Persia, Syria, and Arabia ; it 
IB also found in Africa. In Sweden it is very rarely met 
with ; and further north it does not appear. This bird 
migrates in spring and autumn, choosing moderately warm 
weather, and avoiding cold and frost. It does not commence 
its northward course earlier than the latter part of April, nor 
is it usual to meet with one of this species later in the year 
than September. It is, moreover, believed that this Bittern 
is so sensible of cold, that it does not remain on the European 
side of the Mediterranean during the winter, but crosses 
over to the opposite coast, performing its passage singly and 
during the night. 

The localities preferred by the Little Bittern are muddy 
swamps that surround ponds or border rivers, lakes, inland 
seas, and springy bogs, provided they are overgrown with reeds, 
flags, rushes, or osiers. In open pieces of water the present 
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BJes docB not by preference reside ; and its smaller sue, i 
^ facilitating ila movements among the overhanging and 
mingling foliage of watcr-plnnU and wiUows, enables ll 
lo secure the shelter and retirement that it seems by nature 
to prefer. 

Another proof that the Little Bittern is afiraid of cold, ii, | 
that it is never seen to frequent vater shaded by laige trees, 
by high banks that keep off the rays of the sun. 

In one respect the Little Bittern differs greatly from the 
common species, namely, in its perching very frequently on 
the branch of a tree, particularly in the spring of the year; 
choosing, however, a well-covered branch, situated not fer 
from the stem. 

To supply the wants of life is the occupation of this species 
during the night; and while day lasts the Little Bitten 
remains concealed in the swampy, steamy cover of the 
rushes and other herbage that the locality affords. 

It is a matter of surprise how the Little Bittern puts in 
practice one of its frequent habits, namely, that of climbing 
or running up and down a perpendicular branch of a tree, 
with as much ease as if it walked on the ground. The 
necessity of placing its feet in a line makes tlie circumstance 
unavoidable of crossing its legs at every step, while the for- 
mation of its feet is apparently adapted only for the purpose ot 
wading. The length and pliability of the toes and the arched 
and sharply pointed claws materially aid this bird in retain- 
ing its hold. 

The flight of the Little Bittern is different from tliat of 
others of its family, being performed with stronger .ind quicker 
motions of the wings : it does not fly high in the air during 
the day, but only high enough in general to clear the vegeta- 
tion among which it resides. When in the act of taking 
flight, this Bittern flutters quickly with its wings ; but when 
alighting it throws itself, as it were, to the earth, only 
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breaking its fiiU, when close to the ground, by expanding 
its wings. 

The Little Bittern is very artful in keeping itself out of 
sigbt, and also in deceiving the greater number of its 
enemies, when in an unsheltered spot, by placing itself in a 
8ti£^ unnatural position when it perceives the approach of 
danger, in which it remains so immoveable, and for so long 
a time, that, when it is at last obliged to take wing, it flies up 
with 8uch unexpected noise, that the sportsman is generally 
too much taken by surprise to avail himself of the oppor- 
tunity of firing, until the bird has attained too great a 
distance to be shot ; and, when concealed among reeds, 
rashes, or other herbage, it is with the greatest difficulty that 
it is made to start; and to effect this purpose frequently 
requires much exertion and perseverance. 

The best time to get a sight of the Little Bittern is to- 
wards the evening, owing to its habit of coming forth of its 
own accord at that time ; but to reach, unperceived, a hiding- 
place for the purpose of lying in wait, the greatest caution 
is required when approaching the spot supposed to be 
frequented by this species. 

The nature of the Little Bittern is much in unison with 
that of the larger species, being fierce, courageous, and very 
quick in its movements, and, when hard-pressed, fighting to 
the last for its life ; in which case the eyes and exposed parts 
of its opponent are sure to receive the blows of its beak, 
aimed with incredible precision. 

The caU or cry produced by the male bird resembles that 
of the Bittern greatly, but is by far weaker in comparison. 

The little Bittern is very amusing when tame, owing to 
its various grotesque attitudes ; but much trouble is required 
in ta^ming it, and it can only be done when very young. 

It has been stated that the Little Bittern feeds principally 
upon water-insects ; but we are assured by a very trustworthy 



o ha cfw r , «l»a kad killHi ami diaaecUil Diuiy specimeDG, 
ho Bcnr foaad ikjtUag Inl Gsba in lb« Little BilUm's 
■tmnacfc. Wben n wfaw n wnt thk binl will soon accustom 
\UtH to fced aa Uigt BA cut in pieces, raw meat, or boiW 
poWoea, vomu, Tonng (nigs, &e. Clean water for bathbc 
i« a grtal nqtamie^ 

Tbe T^roduction of this spMJes takes place more fn- 
<|nrat)* in our latitudes than is generally believed, but the 
gRstcasUooorthiscunningBittrni usually prevents detecUoD. 

Tlic not is nriously placed ; sometimes near the water, 
wHBHWKf at a distance, but is genenlly found where flags 
gmw in sufficient quantity. It la built on the brcJten 
btalka <^ ntds or flags, a little above the water-mark, or on 
tbe ovei^hangnig boughs of a willow. The structure ie 
made with the materials that always abound near at hand, 
such as rushes, dry willow twigs, flags, and grass, &c., and fbnn 
a lliick and sliapeless mass, in which are deposited four, and 
sometimra five, plain, white eggs ; and after the bird has sat 
from sixteen to seventeen days on them, tlie downy young 
brood come forth. Both parents carry the food to their ofl^- 
spring in their ifops, and disgorge it on the edge of the neat, 
from whence the nestlings help themselves as their appetite 
requires. If the young brood continue undisturbed, they re- 
main long in the nest ; but if they are molested, they hurry 
out and eling to the rushes, being fntly capable of 
climbing up and down in tlje same manner as the parent 
birds. As soon as the young can help themselves, the 
pareutH leave the breeding-place, and are no more seen in the 
neighbourhood for the remainder of the season. VVhile the 
female sits on her eggs she can hardly be driven away, and 
remains not only close to the spot, but runs up and down 
the rushes in the greatest excitement, continually uttering 
her alarm-note, gaek ' ^iirk ! gafk .' wliile the male bird 
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e from his hiding-()iaee. 
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The measurements of the Little Bittern are as follows :— 
Entire length nineteen inches ; the wing, from the carpus to 
the tip, nearly six inches ; the tail two inches. 

The top of the head is black reflected with green ; a streak 
oyer the eye yellow ; the chin white ; the cheeks, neck, sides of 
the neck, and loose feathers of the breast ochre-yellow, the latter 
tinged with violet; the crop and front of the throat pale 
odbre-yellow ; some elongated feathers on the sides of the 
upper part of the breast margined with dusky and rich 
brownish yellow ; the remainder of the under parts yellow ; 
the imder tail-coverts and inner sides of the thighs whitish. 
The shoulders, back, rump, and tail-coverts are black with 
green reflections ; the spurious wing partly black ; the greater 
and lesser wing-coverts are ochre-yellow ; the quills are dusky. 
The beak is rich gamboge-yellow ; the iris gold-yellow. The 
legs and toes are transparent grass-green; the soles of the 
feet lemon-yellow ; claws dusky. 

The egg figured 169 is that of the Little Bittern. 
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PLATE CLXX. 

AMERICAN BITTERN. 

ARI>EA LBNTI0IN08A. 

The American Bittern is a rare visitant in Great Britain, 
but is, as its name denotes, an indigenous inhabitant of 
America, migrating northward on that continent, for the 
purpose of breeding, as far as the Hudson'^s Bay about the 
month of May, and retiring southward to pass the inclement 
irinter season in milder regions. Selby states, in his " Illustra- 
tions of British Ornithology,*" that the specimen which is now in 
the British Museum belonged to Montagu'^s collection, and was 
shot in the parish of Piddleton, in Dorsetshire, in the autumn 
of 1804. 

Our drawing was made from the same specimen, which was 
at the time in good preservation. 

The locality chosen by this bird is similar to that of our 
Bittern, namely, banks of lakes, rivers, and ponds, where 
reeds and rushes give the bird shelter during the day-time 
and food at night ; for, like others of its family, this Bittern 
sleeps during the day in thickets of water-plants, and feeds 
undisturbed during the dark hours of the night, at which 
time fishes come to the shallows in search of their own food, 
and thus afford him an abundant supply. 

The sound uttered by the American Bittern is generally 
reported to be like a tap on a drum twice or thrice re- 
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IMtol. Tbe Amencno Bitteni breeds, like other species, 
moag the recda Mid otlicr mter-planU that grow in snampa 
■ixl bog« : lli« egg* are etat<^ to be in colour pale Prussiaa 
gmn. 

Tlic entire lengtli ol' this Bittern is tvrcnty-seven incbtt 
I'rom tlie tip of thr beak to the cxtreiiiitj' of the tail. The 
beak t* yellow, with a dark horn-coloured ridge on the upper 
mandible ; the lure grocii ; the iris reddish yellow. Tbe 
rcatbering on tlir h«d it black, with ^rwn reflections ; from 
the comer uT the mouth a black mustachlo extends to belov 
the checks and enr-covcrts. The ground-colour of the entire 
plumage is yellowiah buff, except the chin, which is white. 
The face, nape, neck, and upper parts are pencilled with 
black, and the centres of the feathers are rufous olivaceous 
brown : the lig-xag pencillings on the under parts are mote 
distant and finer. The quill-fcatherB are bluish-purple, shaded 
with duskr. The legs arc oil-grcen ; claws dusky horn- 
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PLATE CLXXI. 

THE NIGHT HERON. 

AUDEA MYCTICORAX. 

The Night Heron, an occasional visitant in Great Britain, 
is a very interesting bird, but, owing to its nocturnal habits, 
little known. It is found in most parts of the world, migrat- 
ing in a northern direction during the months of April and 
May, and in a southern direction again in September and 
October. 

- The locality usually preferred by this species differs mate- 
rially from that chosen by most of the Heron tribe, being 
swamps and brooks in wooded, instead of open districts. Here 
the Night Heron passes most of its time, and roosts on the 
braBches of the trees, only moving stealthily about when in 
search of food. When on the wing its flight is noiseless, 
like that of the owl. 

- Our drawing was made from a fine living specimen in the 
Zoological Gardens in the Regents'* Park, London ; at which 
place there have been many individuals, received from divers 
places, both adult and young. 

In their plumage the male and female do not differ 
materially, but that of the young birds is so very unlike their 
parents^ that many mistakes have originated from the dissimi- 
larity, which has induced some authors to consider them a 
distinct species. 
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lu it« D&ture Lhc Night Heroo is timid, liistruBlful. 
iby, pasting llic whole day among the thickest foli&j^ 
tRM u)d ahmbe, percheil immoveably on a branch. Wheu the 
bird is Blutled from its roost, it docs not fly to any great 
tliatancc) but to the most convenient concealment, of the 
iuttne nature as the one it has just vacated. During the day 
it ncTci flies about, unless provoked to do so. 

This species is not sociably inclined, and hardly ever met 
with in company, even in piura. In migrsting, also, the 
Night Heron travels singly, and generally during the night : 
this can be Bscertunetl in a clear evening in autumn, when 
the ofien-repeatcd, hoarse call-note (cotooui) is uttered in 
a loud accent, high in the air ; and if there is, by chance, 
more than one bird on the wing, each individual speaks for 
itself, plainly enough accjuainting tlie listener of its presence. 

The Night Heron, when kept in confinement, usually sits 
In a dull and heavy posture, as represented in our plate, 
until night calls its powers into activity. 

The food of the Night Heron consists of small fish, fr 
water-beetles, and leeches ; it also devours 

In some of the western countries of Europe the Night 
Heron breeds plentifully, and occasionally even on the 
borders of the Baltie. The nest is more generally placed in 
tjie head of a pollard or in the branches of a forest tree, 
than elsewhere ; not in the highest branches, like that of the 
common heron, buL about midway. The nest itself is a large, 
fiat fabric, composed of sticks and twigs, and lined with reeds, 
rushes, grass, and leaves. In this receptacle four or five eggs 
iirc deposited ; but, owing to the birtrs habit of keeping ranch 
out of sight, many particulars of this part of its history still 
remain unknown. 

The entire length of the Night Heron is nearly two feet ; 
but, in consequence of its sitting with its neck shortened or 
contracted when in a state of rest, it appears of less dimensi 
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The beak is yellow at the base, and dusky at the tip; the lore 
and orbits bluish white ; the iris deep orange. The top of the 
head, nape, back, and scapulars are black, reflected with green. 
The lower part of the back, wings, rump, and tail are pearl- 
white; all the under parts are pure white. Three long, 
barbed, white feathers proceed from the nape. These feathers 
are of great beauty, and of peculiar form : the shafts are 
very slender and delicate, yet of sufficient strength to enable 
the bird to erect the feathers at pleasure ; their curious form 
also confers a stiffness, that, on account of their great delicacy, 
they could not otherwise possess, the webs being not 
placed on a level or presenting a flat surface, but inclined 
downwards on each side, like the roof of a house. The 
feathers themselves are situated one above the other in a line, 
the ridge of the lower fitting closely into the hollow under sur- 
fiwie of the one above. The upper feather of the three is 
the longest, and sometimes measures about eight inches. 

The young bird of the year has the iris brown. The parts 
which are black in the adult are in this state brown ; and 
those parts that are white in the adult are cinereous brown, 
with white spots. The back and shoulders are also spotted 
with dull white. 

The egg figured 178 is that of the Night Heron. 
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STORK. 

CICONIA ALBA. 

The Stork is an occasional visitant in Great Britain, in the 
comse of its annual migration towards the north : and it 
appean remarkable that this bird does not visit us more 
fiiequenily, since it is very common in Holland and other 
coimtiies that &ce our eastern shores, as far north as Scot- 
land. Whether the Stork does not by preference fly across 
the sea, or whether the locality is not sufficiently adapted to 
its habits, are questions hitherto unanswered. The first 
supposition is strengthened by a well-ascertained fact ; 
namely, that Storks bred in Europe sojourn during the 
winter months in Egypt: and why these birds, which are 
common all along the northern shores of the Mediterranean, 
should not cross that sea at all points during their autumnal 
migration, appears otherwise unaccounted for. 

In order to ascertain where the Stork passes the winter, 
various birds have been marked with a ring round their necks, 
bearing the name of the town of which they were citizens and 
the date. Most of these birds have arrived in Egypt, and 
returned to their native place again year after year. 

The Stork is distributed over the greater part of Europe, 
as &r north as Sweden; and over Asia, from the southern 
provinces of Siberia southward ; and in an eastern direction 
as &r as Japan. In Africa it is also plentifully met with. 
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nt AKOCID*. 

Wr lidvr liail X) many npportnnitin of obsening tlie babilj 
of the SUirk in Holland, that wc arc enabled to give s full 
■rrount of tbiit omamcntal and clicrishcd bird, whoec pcracm 
i> in that rountry held socn^l. 

llic chosen locality of the Stork is low and marsby psiUne- 
land, iotpreected by ditchea, csnals, rivers, and lakes. Htit 
this bird may be seen, either staUung about the meadovs, at 
«tanding on one leg by the water side, watching the apprtHcti 
of its finny prey, or ready to pounce upon some luckless twg 
or unwary bird. 

The Stork is by nature hi Irom shy ; and the respect in 
which it is held very much increases its confidence, making it, 
&.<> it were, a domesticated inhabitant on every brm. Snperati- 
tiou has a great deal to do with the kindliness with which men 
regard the Stork in Hollnnd, since it is believed that good- 
fortune forsakes the funner when these annual visitors do not 
return. The birds, thus sure of a welcome reception, and also 
of finding protection and plenty of food, are not likely ta 
neglect to return ; and we have never known a single inGtancc 
of this bird being shot at, or wilfully killed, by any person on 
the Continent of Europe. 

The Stork almost invariably chooses an elevated object un 
which to place its neat : in many partJ) of Holland it is a ytnf 
common thing to see a Stork's nest on the top of a chimney of 
a farm-house ; or on a tall pole placed neat the farm-yard, 
which is year after year kept standing, properly repaired, 
and supplied with a flat piece of board on the top, for the sok 
purpose of receiving the nest of tlic pair that anmully reton 
to inhabit !t. 

The food of the Stork is, as before mentioned, principally 
fish, reptiles, and small birds ; and as there is hardlya country 
where these can be found in greater plenty than in Holland, 
it is no wonder that it thrives so well. Many a time have 
we seen the Stork rise from the ground with a live eel in its 
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beak, and flying off, drop the eel again and again until it 
was rendered ready to be devoured. In some of the laiger 
towns of Holland, where they can boast of having a fish- 
market, a pair of Storks may constantly be seen walking about 
the market, where they live upon the refiise of the fish, and 
are consequently of great use as scavengers. 

In addition to the above-named situations for the nest 
of the Stork, we may mention church-steeples, turrets, and 
rains. The nest itself is laiger than that of the swan, and 
the materiaLs employed in its construction consist of dry 
sticks, straw, &c. In it the female deposits her three or four 
q^ which are usually in form and colour as represented 
in our plate; and after a month^s incubation the young birds 
come forth. 

A very curious anecdote was recorded some years ago in a 
German newspaper, which strongly illustrates the wonderful 
parental affection of this species for their young. A house, 
on the top of which was a Stork'^s nest containing young birds, 
took fire. In the midst of the conflagration the old birds were 
seen flying to and from the nest, and plunging into a neigh- 
bouring piece of water, in which they soaked their feathers, 
and returning again and again to the nest, sprinkled the 
water over their young in such abundance, that they not only 
preserved their young ones, but saved from destruction 
that part of the building on which the nest was situated. 

This species can easily be kept in confinement ; but there 
is no great inducement for keeping them, on account 9f their 
great voracity, and their fondness for young fowls and ducks. 
They also require much water, and their size demands a greater 
reservoir than can well be supplied in the ordinary way. 
When the Stork takes a piece of fish or meat from the 
ground, it invariably washes it before consuming it. 

This bird is in the habit of making a peculiar noise with its 
beak, by beating the upper and under mandibles together 
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with jftx-at I'lin-i- mhI rapidity. Tie sound can only be 
[wreil lo [lull iiuuli- by <lm«)n^ a stick across llic teeth of 
a womlrn mkc Tbis noise is most frequently heard when 
the Stork sita on iu nest, and is performed alike by the male 
and female : the young birds acquire it also as soon as they 
arc fli^gcd. This noise is kept up for a length of time, and 
is also performed while tlie bird is flying about. We have 
never heard any call-note uttered by the Stork, and the only 
sound the bird produces, besides beating its mandibles 
together, is a hissing whine, like the goose, and is chiefly 
uttered by the young birds when in fear. 

There is a great deal of tender attachment manifested 
by tlie Stork towards its mate and young brood, which 
extends itself to its protectors and keepers when in a state of 
confinement or domestication. But if a bird of this species is 
ill-treated or insulted, it will revenge itself on the first oppo^ 
tunity ; and if hurt, it will fight manfully and stand to its 
cause with its life. The blows of the powerful beak of the 
Stork arc not to be trifled with, .ind arc generally well directed 
and dangerous ; the eyes of its antagonist being aimed at wit 
great precision. 

The entire length of the Stork ia full three feet and a 
Its beak is red ; tlic naked skin forming the lore and orbl 
deep black ; iris deep burnt umber colour; the head, neck, 
back, breast, belly, tail, and under tail-coverts, and upper 
half of the wings, arc pure white; the greater wing-coverts, 
secondaries, tcrtials, and quill-feathers arc all deep black : 
the legs and toes are red. There is no difference in the 
plumage of the male and female ; but the young birds 
of the year have their black feathers obscured with a 
dusky colour, and their beaks and legs arc rusty brown, 

The egg figured 172 is that of the Stork. 
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BLACK STORK. 

CICONIA NIGRA. 

The Black Stork has, in a few instances, occurred in Great 
Britain, and must, therefore, be considered as an occasional 
visitant with us, although very rare. It is probable enough 
that many birds even now considered rare might be found to 
be less so, if the captors knew the value of birds unknown to 
them. We have this day met with instances of parties 
killing rare birds, and bur}dng them in oblivion, for want of 
knowing better. One of these birds was a little bittern, 
which was shot by a shoemaker^s apprentice, near a pond, 
in Hampshire, who, after having obtained the bird, gave it 
away to a friend, and it was allowed to return to dust in the 
most natural way. The second instance was that of a wood 
sandpiper, which was shot on Ditton Marsh, in Surrey, by a 
bird-catcher, who sold it for a trifle, and neither the buyer 
nor the seller knew their prize. 

The Black Stork is not only found in most countries 
where the white species is known to occur, but also in parts 
where the white stork is unknown. In Europe it is a visitant 
during the summer months in most parts, and extends as high 
north as central Sweden. In Holland it is rare. 

In Asia it visits Siberia, and coming there from the south, 



exlentla orcr mcxt puts nf Fenw nad Syria. In Ceylon and 
Javk il is not vncoinnion. In Africa it ranges from ihe 
Cape ot Good Hojk' to the Mediterranean. In America it la 
olfo found; ami St. Domingo, Martinique, and Trinidad m 
iu constant abode. 

This species does not seem to be excltuive as to lo( 
inhabiting equally countries that are mountainous or ler^ 
COTcrrd with forests or odIj here and tliere studded i 
pUntalions or single trees. Water, id the form of riven 
lakes, ponds, and the like, is requisite for the purpose of sap- 
plying its necessary food. Like the other specieu of this 
family, warm and mild weather is preferable, although the 
Black Stork remains later in the autumn in the coMei 
countries than most others. The Black Stork arrives in 
Europe from the south iu March, and returns in Septembersii 
October. Their migration takes place during the day, aniM 
n great elevation in the air. 

The Black Stork is not, like the white species, partial t^ 
ilic society of mankind, but, on the contrary, aToiils thei 
sence; thence, also, the reason why it is not so frequently 
observed. 

In the spring of the year the Black Stork retires to ^ 
cover of woods and forests, in the vicinity of swamps, spring! 
ponds, or ditches. In dry woods, distant from water, this 
bird does not locate ; neither does the present species care for 
salt water, but rather frequents tlie banks of rapid streams. 
The Black Stork roosts on the branch of a tree, even if it is 
obliged to fly a great distance in order to obtain such a con- 
venience. Even during the day-time it perches, after having 
tired itself in its usual vocation, although this is chiefly 
observed to be put in practice by a lonely bird. The branch 
chosen for a perch by the Black Stork is a strong leafless top- 
branch of the oldest tree in the wood or forest ; and about 
the time of migration there niay be several of them seefl 
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seated in like manner close to each other. It does not 
appear to be in the nature of the Black Stork to conceal 
itself among thick foliage when on a tree, nor among rushes 
and herbage when on the ground, as these birds are sure 
to expose themselves to view in situations where they are 
annual visitors ; for instance, on the banks of the Elbe, in 
Oermany, &c. 

When on the ground the Black Stork goes about in 
the same sedate, slow, and cautious manner as the white stork, 
and rarely runs. Its position when standing by the water^s 
edge is not very graceftil, owing to its habit of lowering 
its wings, and resting its head on its back, apparently in the 
most unhappy mood : it is supposed that the bird awaits thus 
the digestion of its food. We made the same remark when 
dnwing the likeness of the fine specimen in the Zoological 
Oardens in the Regents Park ; but it not being necessary to 
draw likenesses in the most unbecoming positions, we have 
taken the liberty to represent the bird when aroused to the 
act of walking. When about to take wing the Black Stork 
takes one or two short leaps ; and when alighting it skims a 
short distance before touching the ground, and places its 
wing-feathers in order before it moves on further. 

By nature the Black Stork is shy, watchful, and wild, — far 
different &om the foregoing species, — avoiding at all times the 
sight of men and their habitations. The adult bird is not 
even sociable among its own species, nor will it endure the 
presence of another individual or pair within reach of its dis- 
trict during the breeding-season, when a pair have chosen a 
spot for their residence. When more than two Black Storks 
are seen to arrive during migration in a convenient spot for 
roosting, they generally prove to be young birds of the year. 

The young of the Black Stork utter a noise not unlike 
that of the white stork ; but the adult birds are only known 
to rattle their mandibles together like the foregoing species, 
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md do thii niosl TrequenUy during the breeding-season, aia^' 
while tliey luvc young ones ; at oUier times it is EcMom 
licnrd. 

The Hpecimen from wbicL our drawing is made proves tk 
Itosoibilily of keeping the species in confinement for manv 
venre. Success depends, lionever, on circumstances, in con- 
si-(|iienee of tlic wilder nature of the bird. 

In a wild 8tatc the Blact Stoik feeds on fish and snakes, 
fr<^,mice, moles, beetles, gnusboppere, womis, and many other 
insects; small birds and young poultry, if opportunity offers. 
U goes constantly in pursuit of the unSedged young of water 
nnd land birds that arc to be found on the ground or near 
the water. 

The Black Stork has not been known yet to breed in this 
country, but it does so in several parts of the European Con- 
tinent. Wlien a pair of these birds make arrangements in a 
woody district for building their nest, they choose for tie pur- 
pose a lofty tree that commands the view of the district, or one 
that stands on the edge of a wood, from whence the surround- 
ing country can be surveyed : in most instances an oak seems 
to be preferred, and to it the same pair return annually, 
unless some accident intervenes. The nest is placed on the 
strongest horizontal branch in the top of the tree : the foun- 
dation is made with sticks nnd large pieces of wood ; the nest 
layer is of smaller sticks ; and the inside is then plastered 
with earth and clay, and finally lined with rushes, feathers, 
hair, and all sorts of suitable refuse that can be found in the 
fields. The nest is a very laige structure, and remains in a 
fit stiite for many years; but, owing to the cifects of wind 
and weather, it has to be rcpairetl and trimmed up every 
spring. 

The number of eggs varies from two to four, and even 
five. In a collection of eggs, those of the present species can 
not be disLingiiiahcd from those of the foregoing, in con- 
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sequence of the rapid fading away of the pale blue tint 
with which the eggs of the Black Stork are tinged. The 
time of incubation is eight and twenty days. The young of 
the Black Stork are not entirely full grown and properly de- 
veloped before the third spring. 

The entire length of the adult Black Stork is about three 
feet six inches from the tip of the beak to the extremity of 
the tail. 

The plumage of the present species is of closer texture 
than that of the white stork, and more glossy. 

The beak is from seven to eight inches in length : the legs 
are from twelve to fourteen inches from the ground to the top 
of the naked part of the tibia ; the middle toe, including the 
claw, three inches and a quarter to four inches ; the hinder 
toe, including the claw, one inch four lines to six lines. 

The colour of the beak, regions of the eyes, and legs 
is bright vermilion red in adult birds, and oil green in the 
young; the joints between the scales of the legs appear 
chalky, as if they were fixed in with mortar. The head, 
neck, back, wings, rump, and tail are black and dusky : all 
this plumage reflects metallic colours in brilliant tints. The 
lower part of the breast, belly, vent, and under tail-coverts 
are pure white ; the iris dusky brown. 

Between the male and female there is no material difference, 
but the young and immature birds differ in many respects ; 
their feathering is duller in colour, less reflected, and the 
beak and legs are bluish green, instead of red ; and the iris 
is more grey than brown. 

The egg figured 173 is that of the Black Stork. 
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QRALLATORES, ARDEIDAi 



PLATE CLXXIV. 

SPOONBILL. 

PLATALBA LBUCORODIA. 

Thb Spoonbill, although now only an occasional visitant 
in England during its periods of migration, was formeriy a 
r^^ular summer visitant, breeding in society like our herons, 
and it appears, also, associating with them in their breeding- 
places. 

The last notice we find mentioned of the appearance of the 
Spoonbill in England is in a note in the twefth number of 
the ^^ Zoologist,^ contributed by Edward Hearle Rodd, Esq., 
who says, ** On the evening of the 18th instant, a flock of 
eleven white Spoonbills was seen to fly over Hayle, in the 
western part of Cornwall ; they were at length observed to 
alight in some marshy ground in the parish of Gwithian, on 
the north coast, a little to the eastward of St. Ives. Seven of 
them were shot, four of which I have had an opportunity of 
examining ; and in their general appearance they display a 
more adult cast of plumage than either of the two Cornish 
examples which I have succeeded in obtaining before. The 
plumage of those at present under notice is free from any 
impurity in its whiteness, and there is a roseate blush observ- 
able in some of the dorsal feathers towards their roots, this 
tint being especially apparent in, and, as it were, radiating 
from, the shafts of the feathers. Some of the specimens pos- 
sess a much more extended bill than others, the excess 
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smounling to xn inch at least. The whole arc without an 
occipital crcHt ur tloraal plumes, and It may be a cjuestion 
whether ihoM^ spedniena having bills so macb longer than ik 
otbcre may not bi- old birds in winter plumage. There ia 00 
yellow tint in any portion of the bills of any of the specimetu ; 
the colour being dark livid with a shade of flesh-colour." 

The distribution of this bird extends over most parts of 
Europe as far north as Norway in the course of its summer 
migration. In winter it confines itself to the milder parts, 
such OS Greece and Turkey. In Asia it is found ; also 
in Africa from north to south. The country most frequented 
during the sunmier months is Holland, where the Spoonbill 
arrives in April, and from whence it departs in August, 
to avoid being overtaken by uugenial gales. 

The localities most frequented by this species are marshts 
not far distant from tJic Eca-sbore, such as the mouths of tlie 
rivers Maas and Rhine, in Holland, where the ground is 
intersected in all directions by streams, pools, bogs, anil 
Ewanips. The Spoonbill does not hide among the rushes, but 
prefers open banks, where a few large aquatic plants aSbrd it 
shelter, in case of need, from wind and weather. Id such 
places the present species may be seen at a distance walking 
about, or standing on the water's edge. Its pure white 
plumage gives the observer a good opportunity of watching its 
movements, which are graceful and elegant : whether the bird 
stands or walks about, it generally carries its slender neck in 
the form of the letter S ; and the flowing feathers of the head 
in the adult bird enhance its beauty greatly when they are in 
any degree erected. 

When the Spoonbill takes wing it holds its neck and beak 
in a straight line, and its legs the same in an opposite direc- 
tion : its wings arc spread out at full length, and moved 
in regular succession, but not quickly ; it consequently 
as if the bird skims along. At times it towers up to a 
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elevation in circling g3nrations, even out of sight. When the 
Spoonbill migrates, it mostly flies in flocks ; and their mode of 
moving on is in oblique lines. The Spoonbill is a shy, care- 
fb], and distrustful bird, consequently not likely to be ap- 
proached near enough for the purpose of killing it with a gun- 
shot ; but, owing to its habit of feeding during the day-time 
and roosting at night, the best way to obtain a specimen is by 
lying in wait for it, or carefully approaching its roosting- 
place. 

It is by no means difficult to tame the Spoonbill, and keep 
it in a poultry-yard, provided it is taken very young. This 
bird also rattles its beak like the stork. 

The food on which the Spoonbill chiefly subsists is fish, 
although the formation of its beak seems hardly strong enough 
to kill or hold any but the very smallest. The remains of 
fish two or three inches in length have been found in its 
stomach. Soft kinds of worms, leeches, and aquatic in- 
sects also rank amongst its food, and the larvse of fish and 
frogs, grasses, and roots of water plants equally belong to its 
food. In Holland, Hungary, and the south of Prance the 
Spoonbill breeds plentifully. 

Where trees abound in the vicinity of the locality in which 
the Spoonbill resides, the nest is built in one of them ; but 
where no trees are at hand, the nest is placed in a willow 
stump, either upon broken rushes or on the ground. Where 
trees abound, the Spoonbill builds in the vicinity of one 
or more of its species, as these birds are very sociable among 
their own kind. The nest is constructed of sticks, twigs, and 
the leaves of rushes, and lined with some softer materials of 
the same kind. The eggs are in number two, three, and 
sometimes four. After the young are hatched they remain in 
the nest until they are able to fly, when the parent birds lead 
them to boggy ground, and soon after let them shift for 
themselves. 
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TIte flpimnliill infAttnm mbout two fpvt scTcti or eiglil 
indun from tlii' lip of ihc bmk to tlic cxLrctnitv of the tail. 
The eulii* fmlhering is white, the breast only tiflgcd witll 
VcUaw. The beak is blaek, barred with Icad-coloiir ; the 
tip yeltowiiJi flcsli-colour. The le^arc bl&ck. The iris varia 
spccinling to ngc, from pearl white to deep red : the ynung 
iiBve the white iris, the middle-aged brown, &nd the adult 
bird the corniitix red. I'hc omamentAl feathers of the head 
i>eeonie ttiigetl with orange yellow in old specimens. The 
only difference between the male and the female is, that the 
mnle is the iargcT and stronger bird of the two. 

The egg figured 1*14 is that of the Spoonbill. 
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GRALLATORES. AHDEID.F.. 



PLATE CLXXV. 

IBIS. 

IBIS FALCINBLLUS. 

The Ibis is one of our rare occasional visitants ; but, ac- 
cording to several authors, it has occurred in some instances 
Hot only as a. solitary straggler, but also in small flocks. The 
chief residence of the Ibis is in warmer climates than our own, 
namely, the southern parts of Europe and Asia, all parts of 
Africa, and South America : in those countries this species is 
met with in numbers along the borders of lakes, rivers, and 
ponds, particularly on marshy and boggy ground. The nature 
of the soil along the Caspian and Black Seas suits the Ibis 
particularly well. It is also found in many parts of Persia, 
Syria, Egypt, Hungary, Turkey, and Greece, &c. 

In Europe the Ibis is a migratory bird, arriving in March 
and April, and departing in August and September. The 
occuirence of the Ibis in Europe is not confined entirely to 
our latitude ; but, although more rarely, it has been met with 
in Norway, Sweden, and Iceland. Under what circumstances 
so many species of the feathered tribes wander out of their 
natural latitudes, must ever remain a difficult subject of inves- 
tigation, particularly the present species, for instance, which is 
VOL. iv.^ p 



not likely Im pnnue any inRect on the wing, nor subject to U 
carried Kway by gales, dtliough the latter is the luoet prol^le 
caUM of its t>cing found in uneipectcd places. 

Althongh tlie Ibis is reported to breed in great numbtit in 
tbc southern pronnces of Hungary, no naturalist that vehn 
met with has ever powessed one of its c^ggS) nor do uy 
authors give even the dimensions of an epg of this species. Wc 
presuine that in some tnatonccs they are protected by the pre- 
judices of superstition, aa in the caac of the etork and the 
crane, whose eggs are hardly ever taken or disturbed on 
the continent of Europe, as well as by the want of interest 
that sportsmen of those eountries take in the collection of 
eggs. Since no British ornithologist Lets as yet been able lo 
give any account of the nest and e^s of the Ibis, we will sub- 
join aome particulars from information wc have obtained; andw 
hope that some spirited individual, who has timc^id means >< 
his command, will take the hint to visit a country where mnny 
rare eggs of water birds may be obtained by merely seckliig 
for them. 

On the borders of Hungary, towards Turkey, ^eat num- 
bers of the Ibis breed in the entcnsive swamps that intersect 
that locality. Many neats of these birds may there be found 
placed on the ground one beside another. These structures are 
sufGciently well formed, of dried grasses, flags, and Other por- 
tions of aquatic vegetation, to hold the two or three very pale 
green eggs that belong to this species, and are sufficiently 
strong to support the weight of the bird. The nests are 
placed on the broken reeds that grow on some raised protube- 
rance of the uneven ground. While the female sits on the 
eggs, the male invariably stands not far off watching her, uB- 
tess he ia employed in bringing her food. The neetlisip 
the Ibis are covered with a brown down. 
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Tkis 18 tbe aceoant giyen bj a geatleman who is an expe- 
rienced sportsnian of that country ; and we are also informed 
tbai the &ct of the IIms breeding in that locality every year in 
great nmnbers is so fioniliar, that every child is aware of it. 
The flight of the Ibis is very pecnliar, especially during its 
migration, when such numbers of them may be seen on the 
wii^, that they are rardy to be counted ; and each flock or 
flight moves on in a single string abreast, that is to say, they 
fly side by aide, and ao close together as almost to touch the 
tips of each other^s wings. When the numbers are great, 
the string forms a waving line ; if not very numerous, they 
keep a straight front. This peculiarity shews at once what 
bbds they are, even if they fly too high to be in other respects 
distinguishable. 

Some nine or ten years ago, late in September, we observed 
soGlh a flight pass over Fairmile Common, near Cobham, 
in Suirey ; the order, or line, in which they travelled, as well 
as their long arched beaks, drew our attention. We were 
not at that time aware that we were contemplating the flight 
(»f birds so rare, but took them for the more common curlew. 

The food of the Ibis consists of aquatic insects and their 
larvae, worms, beetles, crickets, snails, and muscles, small frogs 
and smidl fishes. The manner in which this species obtains 
its food is by wading among the black, soft mud of swamps, 
but not, or at least rarely, along any firm gravelly or sandy 
tmnk of lake, pond, or river ; and they are not unfrequently led 
so tea out of their depth, or footing, that they are obliged to 
swim or flounder back again in haste. 

The nature of the Ibis is shy, and the bird is consequently 

not easily brought down by fire-arms ; and the ground it fre^ 

quents is only to be crossed with difiiculty and danger, and 

hardly ever without water-boots. 

p 2 
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The long leg* of dtii bird enable it lo «adc, but they Eeem 
not to be wU|ibMl for ranning either fiist or for any length of 
time. On the wing il i* not only stronp, but swift and grace- 
ful, its wings being exjwndecl at fiill length, and moved vitb 
ease and in regular succession. Sometimes the bird will sail 
along for some distance, or soar in half-eircles : it fiics generailT 
very high, and when it alights, it flaps its wings quickly as it 
comes near the ground. 

The jKculiar manner of this species when on the wing 
having been mentioned before, it lemaina only to be observed, 
that when a flock intends to alight, the line becomes broken : 
on reaching the chosen spot, tlie birds fly in all directions in 
great confusion, sailing about and alighting one after asn- 
iher in quick succession. It is equally beautiful to see ibe 
flock take wing in the same wild confusion ; but in a verv 
short space of time the line is formed, and nuseil high in tit 
air, during which the length increases by one bird aftei 
another taking its place right and lefl, and thus extending Ot 
increasing the line until they move off in this peculiar fronlsl 
line. The only note produced by the Ibis is the syllable 
terak ! which it utters when surprised or frightened. 

The adult male Ibis measures from twenty-seven to twenty- 
eight inches in length from the tip of the beak to the extrfr- 
mity of the tail ; the wing, from carpus to tip, thirteen 
inches ; the naked part of the tibia, two inches and a half; 
tarsus, four inches and a quarter; middle toe, including 
the cla,w, three inches and a quarter ; hinder toe, one indi 
and a half. 

The colour of the head, reck, upper part of the back, and 
all the under parts, is a dark red brown of great depth of 
colour ; lower part of the back, ramp, wing-coverts, primaries, 
and tail, dark brownish green, with reflections of bronze 
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and olive : the beak and legs are dull green ; lore and orbits 
paler green ; the iris brown. 

The female differs in mature plumage only in size, being 
smaller than the male, and in being less brilliantly coloured. 

The young birds of one or two years old are smaller in size, 
and the brown feathering of the head, neck, and under parts 
not only more dusky, but mottled with white, owing to the 
tps of the feathers being edged with that colour. 
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ORALLATOHBS, SCOLOPACldM. 



PLATE CLXXVI 

CURLEW. 

NUMENIU8 ABQUATA. 

The Curlew is of frequent occurrence in Britain, not only 
on the sandy sea-coast, but, during winter, on flooded mea- 
dows along the banks of rivers and ditches. In our neigh- 
bourhood (Chertsey) we hardly ever go out in winter in 
search of birds, but we are greeted by the shrill note of Ais 
visitant, while it repeats its own name^ {curlew^ curlew !) is a 
tone approaching very near to a whistle. The distribution of 
this bird is very general over Europe and Asia, particularly 
along the sea-coasts : it is also found on the northern coast of 
Africa ; and, according to most ornithologists, it is met within 
the East Indies. Temminck informs us that it is captured in 
Japan and the Indian Archipelago. Many travellers have 
seen the curlew in summer in very high northern latitudes, 
such as Siberia, Norway, and Lapland. 

The Curlew is migratory, inasmuch as it travels northward 
to breed in the spring, and returns southward in autumn to 
pass the winter in more temperate climes ; but some individuals 
remain the whole year with us, where the locality suits them. 
During its migration the Curlew journeys in small flocks of 
from five to ten over the midland counties, but along the 
coast in larger numbers, according to circumstances ; flock 
after flock uniting as they pass over the ground. They gene- 



cuBLBir. 193 

rally fly very high in the air during the day, but lower as the 
night comes on; and when thus proceeding they fly in 
an angular line. The locality chosen by the Curlew is, as 
before named, either the sea-coast or some low, marshy, and 
ofpen meadow, and also extensive heathy moors or commons ; 
and owing to this propensity of frequenting exposed places, it 
is with the greatest difficulty that one can approach it suffi- 
ciently near to get within the range of a gun. It is a very 
easy matter to know the presence of the Curlew, in conse- 
quence of its continued cry when on the wing; and by 
watching where the bird alights during cold, stormy weather, 
«m1 walking up to it against the wind, the newly invented 
wire cartridges may enable a sportsman to shoot it on the 
gi^ound. We have often seen one of this species perdh in the top 
branches of some lofty elm or beech trees that border Chertsey 
Mead. The Curlew walks with great ease on the ground, 
with long or moderate strides according to pleasure, and 
wades, as a matter of 'course, not only along the edge of the 
wat^, but up to its belly. It is equally able to swim if re- 
quired, although this is not of frequent occurrence, neither 
does the bird seem to be enaUed to encounter any strong 
stream. 

When Qn the wing the Curlew proceeds with regular 
strokes «f the wing, and does not generally fly fast ; when 
it has occasion to hurry, or to meet a gust of wind, it does 
not extend its wings at full length, but repeats the strokes 
more frequently. When in the act of alighting, the Curlew 
almost closes its wings, and comes down like a ball, until 
reaching the ground within a few feet, it rises once more in 
an arched sweep, and thus facilitates its grounding. When 
several Curlews are alighting thus at the same time, it is a 
very pretty sight. The light colouring of the under parts of 
the Curlew, and the position in which it flies, suffidently dis- 
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It ie K *FTT nrc ocmirmce to Ume & Cortev in confiiM- 
Bcat, and coaM^acatlT k difficult oMtej to keep them 
fat aaj length cf time. The b«t inctkod is to pinion the 
bird and ineloee it in s lanr space of ground, where il can 
feed itself on wonns, sings, and insects, in s semi-wild state. 

In a natntal state the Cnilew feeds on wonns, sings, and 
Email cniEtacea, and on most insects that occnr by iLe water-side 
and in moist places. On heaths it is very fond of bilbenies, 
whorlU-bfrriet, and the like ; also blades of grass, and the tops 
of T^eUble productions, besides lichens and twigs. On in- 
Testigation small pebbles are generally found in its etomach. 
This bird requires much water, for it drinks several times iD 
the day, and is very fond of bathing. 

In the beginning of May the Curlew retires to more 
northern parts to breed, choosing barren, sandy, or heathy 
valleys in the Mighlaiidg of Scotland, some interiors of Uie 
Zetlands, and equally lonely and appropriate spots in other 
countries not more south than Holland, but as high north 
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as the arctic circle : it is rarely known that it breeds in the 
immediate vicinity of the sea. The nest consists of a slight 
hole scratched in the sand, or in peat earth, and is lined with 
small twigs of heath about a finger'^s length. The number of 
eggs in each nest is generally four, in size and colour as 
represented in our plate. While the female sits on the 
eggs, the male is not far distant. The young nestlings are 
no sooner out of the shell and dry, but they run about; 
and if an enemy ajyroaches them, they lie down among the 
roost uneven part of the ground, and so close as to allow 
themselves to be trodden to death without moving from 
the spot. The parent birds nin all the while round about the 
enemy, in the hope of enticing him away. As soon as the 
young are able to fly, they are left to shift for themselves. 

The greatest enemy the Curlew has is the peregrine 
falcon ; and unless the Curlew can reach a piece of water 
in which it can dive, the perseverance of the falcon soon 
enables him to tire out his prey, and master it. Young 
birds suflTer most from the fox. 

The measurements of the Curlew differ so much, that 
we give them from a fine specimen that was killed on the 
Suffolk coast by a friend, and fi-om which our drawing 
was made. In length it was twenty-four inches : the beak, 
nearly six inches ; tarsus, three inches and a quarter ; the 
naked part of the tibia, one inch and two lines ; the wing, 
from the carpus to the tip, eleven inches and a quarter. 
The feathering of the adult male is as follows : — The head, 
neck, and breast pale grey, tinged with rufous; the shafts 
and central part of the feathers dusky: upper part of the 
back and scapulars, dusky ; the feathers broadly edged with 
burnt- umber and brown ochre: the lower part of the back 
white, with black shaft-streaks: the tail is white, trans- 
versely barred with dusky brown and ochre-yellow: lower 
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part of llie breasl, belly, and vent, wLitc, willi longitudinal 
diuky «poU. The upper mamlitilc clove-brown, and dusky 
&I thfl tip ; lower mandible flutli-red at the base, and dusky 
U tb« tip. IHh browD ; legs bluish ad-colaur. Tlie female 
U larger tluui the diiiIc, \ki coKpuiing is more tinged with aali, 
and her 1^ brown. The young are emoUer according to age, 
ud dtcir bcaisx also ehorter, and by far lesa curved. 
Tbo egg figuted 116 ia that of the Curlew. 
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PLATE CLXXVII. 

WHIMBREL CURLEW. 

NUHBNIU8 PHAOPUB. 

Thb WhimlMttt Cailew is a well identified, periodical 
Yisitani in Great Britain, but far less ntimerous than the 
Guriew last described. The northern parts of Scotland are 
mcMre generally frequented by this bird than the southern, 
and in the south of England it occurs only occasionally, 
although they may be seen during their spring and autumnal 
migrations on our coasts. On the continent of Europe the 
Whimbrel Curlew bhabits^ chiefly the most northern coun* 
tries, such as the Faroe Isles, Iceland, Norway, as bigb as 
the arctic eirele, Sweden, Lapland, and Uie northern parts 
of Russia. In autumn this bird migrates southward, ex- 
tending along the coasts of the North and Baltic Seas, 
frequently to Friesland and Holland, but rarely to France. 
On the continent of Europe below Holland it is rare ; but 
again, on the borders and islands of the Mediterranean, it 
is more frequent. In North America, Siberia, central Asia, 
and Bengal, it is said to occur equally. In New Holland 
it has also been captured, and it seems to inhabit that 
country. 

Like most migratory birds that breed in the northern 



KgioDS, it rcmaiiii there only a aliort put of the year ; ihi 
vc see the Whimbrcl Curicw migmling oorthward in May, 
and tgain returning south in July and August; rarely so 
Ute u September. When the present species migntes, 
whether in larger or Enialler numbers, the flock Sies tcit 
high and in the manner of wild geese, beaded by one, and 
fullowing in two rows like the letter V reversed. 

Like the Curlew the present species is partial to those sea- 
shores where the sands extend far and wide at low water, 
particularly where small patches of sand or islands are formed 
by the receding waters. Where grassy banks join these 
sands the Whimbrel Curlew is particularly fond of olightiiij 
and only leaves such spots during the hours when high 
covers the ground ; retiring for the time inland : and it 
to be ED well acquainted with the precise time of the tides;^ 
that it returns to the shore the moment any spot becomea 
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During tlie breeding season the present epecies 



retires from the sea-shore to the borders of inland seas or 
banks of rivers, and seeks those dry spots where golden 
plovers abound, namely, short pasture lands, grass fields, open 
moors, and even high wastes. During this time of the year 
it only returns to the water for the purpose of bathing and 
drinking, but passes the night in the before-named dry 
localities. At all times the Whimbrel avoids trees and 
bushes ; and during its breeding time atone it is occasionally 
seen perched on some knoll or low stump of a dcca] 
willow. 

The habits and manners of the present species rest 
those of the Curlew so much, that to say more on the subject 
would only be repeating the same history. We may add, 
however, as a known fcct, that the Whimbrel Curlew shei 
a marked lestlessness before rainy weathei 
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thunder-storm: at such times the bird repeats its call very 
frequently, and during the storm seems not only to be low- 
spirited, but careless of danger ; when the weather clears up 
it becomes lively, and seems to shew its satisfaction in its 
manners. 

The present species is generally as careful of its safety as 
the former ; and when a number of them present themselves 
on the sea-shore, some few are to be seen watching the 
approach of danger, in the character of sentinels, which are 
placed fifty or sixty paces in advance of the party: the 
cry of these sentinels announces the enemy, and in an instant 
the whole number are on the wing and soar away at a re- 
spectful distance. A young bird now and then, more unwary, 
flies within reach of a sportsman, and thus becomes the imma- 
ture specimen in a collection of birds. 

The call-note of the Whimbrel is very similar to that 
of the Curlew, with the difference of its being a note or two 
higher in the scale and less strong: the nearest description 
is twoiwe^ or tloiwee! 7W, tai! is twice or thrice re- 
peated when the Whimbrel is flying about in search of food, 
or straying about by itself. 

The Whimbrel feeds on insects and worms, but not so 
much so as the Curlew, for it also consumes small crabs 
and beetles that it finds on the sea-shore. In dry places 
it feeds on all sorts of beetles, grasshoppers, crickets, and 
snails. Whenever it can meet with bilberries {Vaccinium 
myriillus) it is sure to feast on them with much eagerness ; 
also on whortle-berries {V. uliginoaum) and crow-berries 
{Empetrum nigrum). 

The reproduction of the species takes place within the 
arctic region, namely, in the Faroe Isles, in Iceland, Scandi- 
navia, and Finland, 8cc. ; the locality being some dry spot, 



ritber «a high gnn fiplde or h«athy moors, or where stunted 
uhI i]«»ynl willow-itumpa kiTord & slielter. The nest ia 
cither pIdcuU bcsiile one of these stumps or on a raised 
gnaay lamp of nirth. The coriBtruction of the nest is very 
riif^t, being n sparing accumulation of some dry grasses or 
TCgtttbIc natter, and eonsequenllj it i> very easy to detect it, 
when in punniit of the eggs. I'he birds invariably run 
the ncBt when approached ; and, as they make a great oi 
when disturbed, they shew the intruder the way to 
nest. The number of eggs is three or four, which an 
placed with llicir points towards the centre. Both the mftle 
and female sit on the eggs by turns ; and as soon as the 
young ore hatched they leave the nest, and very shortly become 
acquainted with the safest mode of defence, by lying vei; 
close to the ground on the slightest alarm of danger. Soon 
nfUr the middle of June the young arc running about ud 
growing very fost ; they are then left by the parent birdi, 
which congregate about the latter end of July and return 
southward. The young are generally rcatly to follow in 
flocha at the- end of August, and it is a rare occurrence to 
find an adult bird in their company. 

On the island of Rugen many WTumbrel Curlews are 
taken in autumn by means of horsehair snares ; the Sa- 
vour of the young is very fine, and its meat tender and in 
very excellent condition. Adult birds that have fed aa 
marine productions taste fishy and rancid. 

The Whimbrel Curlew measures sixteen inches in length; 
the wing, from the carpua to the tip, nine inches and » 
half; the beak, three inches. It is the same with the Whim- 
brel as with the Curlew in respect to size at different ages ; 
and when called upon to give the dimensions, it is undec 
stood to refer to adult birds. The head, neck, bock, scapulan. 
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wing^overts, tertials, secondaries, and tail are all of a brown- 
ish-white, Uie feathers having dusky brown centres and shafts ; 
the sides of the breast are also marked with dusky brown 
spots on a white ground ; the under parts are white, most 
beautifully marked with dusky spots. The beak is dusky, 
and yellow at the base of the under mandible ; the iris is 
brown; quills dusky; legs bluish ash-colour. The chin is 
white. 
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PLATE CLXXVIII 

SPOTTED REDSHANK. 

TOTANU8 FUSCUS. 

The Spotted Redshank is a rare occasional visitant in the 
British Isles ; but being chiefly seen in its winter garb, it is, 
consequently, not always recognised as being identical with the 
species now represented. In the London market this bird is 
now and then brought for sale, in autumn and winter. The 
occurrence of the dusky sandpiper of Selby, which is the pre- 
sent species in summer plumage, has only taken place once or 
twice in this country, .in .^n intermediate stage. This species 
is more numerous in North America than in any other quarter 
of the globe, particularly during the summer. In Europe and 
Asia it occurs but sparingly, and we have no record of its 
ever having visited Africa. The summer months are passed 
by the Spotted Redshank in northern climes, such as Iceland, 
Norway, Lapland, Siberia, Greenland, and the coast of Den- 
mark, from whence specimens in summer plumage are obtain- 
ed. Soon after the breeding season is past, and the birds 
have moulted, this species migrates southward, where they 
touch the coast of Great Britain and Holland, and pass on 
to the south of France, Spain, and Italy. In Asia it extends 
as far as Bengal. The result of these observations shews 
that the Spotted Redshank is chiefly found, both in its winter 
and summer quarters, in countries possessing one maritime 
border. 
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On tke wing tbe piesent spedes is swift and strong : it fiies 
at a great height, and, when in the act of ali^ting, 6iapB it- 



SPOTTED REDSHANK. ^05 

self down in a sloping line, with its wings almost closed, and 
often in very elegant evolutions. 

The Spotted Redshank is a careful but not a shy species ; 
for when alighting and coming in contact with a human being, 
or when approached by one when on the ground, it takes no 
heed, but allows the person to come within fifty or sixty paces. 
On the approach of a bird of prey, it lays itself close to the 
ground, or dives when on the water. It has already been re- 
marked that the Spotted Redshank flies as well as walks very 
close to its companions ; but when one out of a group is shot 
the remainder fly or walk away without taking the least notice 
of their less fortunate companion, and unconcernedly pursue 
their route. 

The call-note of the Spotted Redshank is peculiar enough 
to be readily distinguished from others of its family, and is 
constantly uttered either flying or walking : its note is shrill, 
and easily to be imitated by whistling, sounding like the 
word Uhuwitj tshuwit ! quickly uttered. It is not very diffi- 
cult to tame one of the present species, if winged or caught 
in a snare ; and it will become so familiar, that its keeper may 
teach it to take its food out of his hand. Although it may 
appear sbnaBge, this bird, like most of the waders and snipes, 
can only be tamed when kept in an inhabited room, but not 
if shut up by itself : it never lives longer than one year in 
confinement. 

The food of the Spotted Redshank consists of small shell- 
fish, frog spawn, and aquatic insects in all stages ; also small 
fix>gs, beetles of divers descriptions, and worms, but no vege- 
table matter of any kind. In confinement, this bird will 
readily take worms and pounded rusks, and requires a flat 
dish continually replenished with fresh water. 

Nothing has hitherto been recorded of the nest and eggs 
of the Spotted Redshank, owing, most likely, to the unfre- 
quented locality where it breeds. 

Q 2 



'^""^H 



Tbe Spotted Kniahuik U nesrty tveUe inches in 1< 
and the expuue of iU wm^ nearly twice u much ; llie win^, 
&atn thr nqal jtHnt lo tlic tip. seven inches: its tail mea- 
ram Ihnt inche* and three lines. The win^, when dosd, 
icach a trifle beyond ita tu). The texture of the feathering 
of >U head, neck, and upper parts is silky and Boft, but 
the under ports are dovny and close, like those of 
fowl. 

The beak is long, slender, and a little tamed up toi 
its tip ; the upper mandible projects beyond tlie lower, and 
both terminate more or less in a pointed or tapering fonn : 
iti sides are compressed, and the beak is rather rounded for 
more than half its length firom the tip. The length of tlie 
beak is about two inches and three-quarters, in adnlt birds; 
of a glossy black, except the base of the under mandible, wl 
is flesh-red. 

The legs are long and slender, the nnfeathered parts &1 
the knee measure about one inch and a half in length ; the 
tarsus two inches and eight or nine lines ; the middle toe, 
eluding the claw, one inch eight lines ; the hinder toe about 
four lines. The colour of the legs in adult birds, in sum] 
plumage, is transparent reddish brown, in young birds yell 
isli red ; and this colouring varies with age and season : 
claws are in all stages black. 

The plumage of the adult bird in summer is dusky, 
white edges to the feathers, in varying shapes, as represented 
in our plate ; tbe head and neck are of a uniform dusky 
colour, with a bloom of greyish-ash, except the lower eyelid, 
which is pore white ; the lower part of the back, the rump, 
and upper tail-coverts are white, transversely barred with 
dusky ; the tail-feathers ciitereoiis dusky in the centre, and 
broadly edged with triangular white spots. Between the 
male and female there is no material difference, either in size 
or plumage. 
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The plumage of the young bird is the one in which we 
meet with the greater number of specimens, and consequently 
are most acquainted with. From the base of the beak extends 
a white streak over and around the eye ; the chin is also 
white. The reins are dusky; the top of the head dusky, 
generally without spots, sometimes, however, with a few 
whitish edges to the feathers ; the cheeks are mottled with 
dusky and white in streaks ; the hinder part of the neck cine- 
reous dusky, with pale rusty streaks and spots ; the front of 
the neck has the same colouring, but much paler. All the under 
parts, as breast, belly, and vent, spotted and lined with very 
pale grey, dusky and rufous, on a dirty white ground. No 
other species of wader having any markings on the breast and 
belly, but being, on the contrary, pure white, the present spe- 
cies is thereby easily distinguished. 

The upper part of the back, and the pointed tertials, are 
dusky, darkest on the borders of the feathers, and reflected 
with pale green and purple like changeable silk ; the wing- 
coverts and secondaries the same, but much paler ; the larger 
wing-coverts dusky, with white edges at their tips. The shaft 
of the first quill-feather is white, the others hair-brown, (which 
is also the case in summer plumage.) The inner webs of 
the first five quill-feathers are mottled towards their roots with 
pearl-colour and dusky, which colouring terminates in trian- 
gular spots towards their centre and tips ; and these markings 
increase and extend over the outer webs of the secondaries, 
and thus give the feathering a generally mottled appear- 
ance. 

The lower part of the back is pure white ; the rump is 
spotted with dusky on a white ground ; and the upper tail- 
coverts are barred with these colours ; the under tail-coverts 
the same, but paler. The tail-feathers are dusky, with black 
shafts, and are darkest towards their edges. The legs are pale 
orange-red. 
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Tiru Kcdshank ia indt^noos in Britain, frci^ucnting tlie 
•oil iniidiJy dais on the era-voaei in uutuiim and winter, 
and llie baiiliM of rivi-te. l&kcs, niaiBhes, and ponds during the 
breeding- season : it ia of no uncommon occurrence in the 
localities that suit its habits, and is consequently very local. 

'I'hu distribution of the present species extends ov^ the 
greater part of the Vaomi vorld : in Europe it is met vitb in 
Iff 1 11 ml. Nmnriy, Sweden. I">enniark, in all the islanils of tlie 
North Sea and the Baltic, and very frequently in Holland 
and the northern parts of Germany ; it is not rare in appro- 
priate places of central and southern Germany, and also of 
Hungary, and during the winter season is plentiful in Italy* 
Greece, and Spain. In Asia, Aiiica, and North America 
It is equally well known and plentiful. 

As a migratory bird, the Redshank travels northward, on 
the Continent, in the months of March and April, for the pur- 
pose of breeding. The old birds, which are said to breed in 
the moat northern countries before named, are those that pass 
through last ; and the younger, which take np their abode in 
the more temperate regions, arrive first. How beautifiil this 
provision of nature, to save the younger birds the fatigue of a 
lengthened journey ! We may suppose, therefore, that birds 
in the intermediate ages are found breeding in intermediate 
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countries, between the highest northern latitudes and the most 
southern parts, where the reproduction of the species takes place. 
Thus, also, by the adult birds travelling later in the spring 
towards the north, time is allowed for the breaking up of the 
severe frosts before their arrival. 

Again, in autumn, the migration of the Redshank begins 
in July and lasts till the end of September : by the middle 
of the latter month the latest parties arrive, which must ne- 
cessarily be the young birds, which have remained behind in 
order to mature for their long journey, and doubtless rest at 
different stages to recruit, and thereby naturally are longer 
on their route. These birds journey in the evening or during 
the night, but hardly ever during the day. The adult birds 
generally migrate singly or in pairs; the young either in 
families or flocks. It has been observed, that, where Red- 
shanks cross the Continent of Europe in autumn, their num- 
bers are greater than in the spring, which is supposed to be 
because those that breed on the northern coasts of Europe 
return bringing their young families with them, or the young 
birds joining, form larger groups; although their numbers 
bear no comparison to those that pass along the coast. The 
Redshanks, when they arrive at their breeding-places, appear 
already in pairs. 

The favourite locality of the Redshank is the sea-coast, 
and also extensive marshy swamps, and open flats intersected 
by rich meadows and boggy ground, where neither trees nor 
buildings are to be found, since this species avoids all cover, 
and the vicinity of human habitations. During the breeding 
season, the Redshank is very frequently found on the borders 
of inland seas or lakes, as well as near the coast : it requires 
at all times sweet water ; nevertheless, they are regular visitors 
of the marine mud and bog during low water. 

The Redshank is a very beautiful bird, and easily distin- 
guished from others of its family by the predominant white 



n<l iU pKnliorly beautiful nrd, long;, aod 
I, wbicli kIicw (ifT III mucL when on tlie ground 
u in flight. lt« attitude whitii wnlkin^ is very graceful and 
dc^nt : whrn mnniny, it iiiovea about with a wonclerfully 
light ftcp, luirdly touching the ground with the ball of its 
feet- It nn-ly runt, unh-Hs it is provoked so to do. It wades 
up to ite helly, reaching its heiid down under water at full 
Icngtii, liul docs nut dive nr swim by choice. The flight of 
the Rcdslmnk ia generally performetl with quick motions of 
tlic wingB, which are not opened at full length, nithongh 
the bird floats irequently some distance on the wing 
duriug tlic pairing season, in fine, st'dl weather. When 
alighting it is Tcry beautiful to Bee this bird, just before 
coming to the ground, turn up its wings, as pigeons are 
known to do, and shewing thus the white under-sur&ee,. 
The Redshank is at most seasons a very shy bird, 
hiding among herbage, but frequently seeking its safety 
remaining motionless among the uneven surface of the bof 
ground it frequents : but when in open and flat situntii 
the attempt to approach this bird with the view of killing 
by a gun-shot is vain ; for under such circumstances it takes 
wing in good time, nnd flies high Lo a great distance beyond 
pursuit. It has already been remarked, that the preset 
species rarely migrates in flocks, unless they are young bi 
for it is a rare circumstance to see more than three 
adult birds together. The call-note of the male Redshi 
during the pairing season, sounds like the word dlidi 
dliddle ! at other times only dgte, dga ! 

It is not difficult to keep the Redshank in confinement in 
a sheltered place, or a walled garden where no voracious 
quadrupeds, such ns cats or vermin, can molest it, an^ 
where it can feed itself plentifidly on worms. The 
of the Redshank, in a natural state, consists in aqi 
insects, bc^'tlcs, worms, and grasshoppers. Sic. : by the 
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side it feeds on soft insects, and portions of weeds and 
mosses. 

The nest of the Redshank is placed on the ground in a 
slight hollow, or on a bundle of dry flags. It is lined with a 
few grasses, and situated mostly very near the edge of a bog or 
swamp. It is not difficult to find the nest of the Redshank 
when breeding, for the birds almost invariably fly round the 
intruder, uttering their alarm-note incessantly. The eggs are 
never more than four in number, and marked as represented 
in our plate. In fourteen or sixteen days the young are 
hatched and run ofi^ the nest, following their parent as soon 
as they are dry, and learn from her the manner of seeking 
their food. The male bird cares no more for his young 
brood after they are hatched. The young birds are very 
soon fledged and able to take care of themselves. 

The size of the adult Redshank is nearly twelve inches ; 
the expanse of the wings twenty-one inches ; the wing, from 
the carpus to the tip, six inches three lines ; the tail two 
inches and a half: the tail consists of twelve rounded 
feathers, the central feathers, being longer than the outer, give 
the tall a fan-like shape. The beak resembles that of the 
spotted redshank, and measures one inch ten lines in 
length ; the basal half is red, and the tip dusky black. The 
iris is dusky brown, the eyelids and orbits white ; the legs are 
clear vermilion-red. The tarsus measures two inches, the 
naked part of the tibia nearly one : the claws are black. 

In adult summer plumage a white streak extends from the 
base of the upper mandible over the eye. The head, nape, 
back, scapulars, and wing-coverts are cinereous brown, with 
olive reflections ; the shafts of the feathers black : those of the 
scapulars and greater coverts have some small transverse 
dusky markings. Rump white. The sides of the head, neck, 
and all the under-parts white ; the centre of each feather 
marked with a large dusky spot : on the under tail-coverts and 



■COLorACIM. 



bad); the diuky nivka i^read into obli<)ue lints. Th« tail and-i 
iU Dpprr oo*ftt« m tmiwvnwjy barred willi black and white: 
OD till: four control foitbera th<: white is tinged with ash. 

In winter ploinaffc, tli« heatU 11141c, back, scapulars, and 
win9>eQfefts an cinercoiu bn)un, with darker ihaf^-atreaks. 
Thrast, «>lc of tlie liintd, ftoEit cff t)ie neck and breast, greyisli 
wbitCt wtUt nnrriiW brown aliafbi ; rump, belly, and abtlomen, 
wliite ; ]«^ [ulcT red : inn brown. 

The male and fuinale lUtTcr little in plumage, but the 
latter is the Urgnt. 

Our plate repruientji a bini in intermediate plumage. 

Tb« egg figured I'd i* tLst of the Redshank 





GREEN SANDPIPER. 213 



GRA LLA TORES, SCOLOPA CIDJF., 



PLATE CLXXX. 

GREEN SANDPIPER. 

TOTANUS OCHROPU8. 

The Green Sandpiper visits this country in spring and 
autumn, but is not very common. Some instances have been 
noticed by ornithologists of its breeding in Britain, but this 
is very rare and uncertain. The geographical distribution of 
this Sandpiper extends over the temperate zones of the four 
quarters of the globe : in Europe it does not appear further 
north than the central parts of Sweden ; and towards the 
south it reaches Italy and Greece, but is nowhere plentiful. 
In April and May the Green Sandpiper migrates northwards 
for the purposes of breeding ; and by the end of July it 
begins to move back again to the south, from which period 
the autumn migration lasts till the beginning of September. 
Specimens have been seen and obtained after that time, 
which is, however, owing to extraordinary circumstances of 
very mild weather or late broods. 

The Green Sandpiper journeys mostly alone, or in pairs. 
The greatest numbers that are seen congregated together, 
or flying in flocks, are six or seven, and these are gene- 
rally young birds; adult birds are more solitary, and 
never seen in companies. Its migration is performed during 
the night, from dusk till sunrise. During the day it frequents 
the gravelly and moist banks of rivers, lakes, and canals, but 
very rarely the sea-side ; and when disturbed it flies invariably 
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W t ftwt ^atmex M Hm njr, cUkr mtUi or Kwth, 
ing to Ike time of tbc jcar iB vliidi dinctkm Hm 
lit*. It fiin mlwiji at a greet dcntioB, bam «k< 
dcaccoib like a ■tunc to iIm ^ot vliere it intends to 
rilkcT for rat or food. Open ezpoaed riTer bsnlui, dc 
of grasMS or ■ccda, do not hnboat the Green Saadpij 
■Itlwogli it does not ameeal itself amoDg beifaage, it 
vanUil; sojounu in its shelter, uti b also nune beif 
found in silnstioos like the woodcock, aiDong wet or s< 
copse-wood, or ditches Ihst are among underwood, than in 
more open spots. 

The Green SandfMpcr is a very lutDdsome little bird, and 
ma}' be recognised bv its enowy-«hite nimp and barred tail- 
fcathen when flying, in which it greatly differs from all 
others of its family. The present epecies runs aboot on the 
ground with ease and agilitj, and, if necessarj, with great 
swiftness. The flight of this Sandpi])cr is exceedingly quick, 
and the bird is very strong on the wing. It does not o] 
its wings generally to ihcir full extent, but moves them vei 
quickly. When alighting, it almost closes its wings, and ebool 
down swiftly until it nearly reaches the ground, and tti 
breaks its fall by one or two short turnings. Sociability 
not one of the recommendations of this species, for it neittt 
aasociateB with its own species, except during the breeding- 
season, nor with any other Sandpipers ; it is also a very shy 
bird, and its capture is fitcilltated chiefly by its partiality for 
cover, from whence it now and then perceives the approach of 
its enemy too late. If the Green Sandpiper is taken by sup- 
piise in its favourite covered haunt, it flies off low to thi 
ground, without uttering the least noise until it reaches 
opening, and then it utters its cry and mounts high in the air. 
The call-note of the present species sounds like the words 
illwcey dice, ilke! quickly repeated in a high tone ; and also 
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The food of this bird consists of small insects, their 
larvae and worms, which it finds on the sur&ce of soft mud 
or water : it never consumes vegetable matter. The Green 
Sandpiper is said to breed on the banks of running streams, 
where the nest is so hidden among grasses, or under overhang- 
ing bushes or trees, that it is exceedingly dij£cult to find 
it ; and this may be assigned as a reason why the eggs of this 
bird are so rarely obtained. The eggs are four in number, 
of a greenish-olive, with very dark markings or spots. We 
are unable to give any more particulars respecting the incu- 
bation or young birds, owing to the very rare occurrence of it 
within our reach. 

The measurements of the Green Sandpiper are as follows : — 
Entire length, nine inches and a half; the wing, from the 
carpus to the tip, five inches and eight lines. 

The top of the head, nape, back of the neck, back, and 
wing-coverings are dusky green, studded with triangular small 
white spots. The quill-feathers are dusky; rump and upper tail- 
coverts pure white ; tail white, the two middle feathers barred 
with dusky black ; the next less barred, and the outer white, 
with only one spot at their tip. The under parts are white, 
from the chin to the tip of the tail, with exception of the 
sides and upper part of the neck and breast being streaked 
with dusky cinereous ash and pale green. Over the eye extends a 
white streak, that originates at the base of the upper mandible : 
between the beak and the eye is a patch of dusky and grey. 
The eye is dusky ; beak dusky black, and greenish at the 
base of the under mandible : legs green ; claws dusky. 

The egg figured 180 is that of the Green Sandpiper. 
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